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Your Ticket to Real Success

1. Motivate

What is one thing or person you can rely on?
· your spouse

· your pastor

· the government (to do the goofy thing)

· the news media (to distort the truth)

· your boss

· your car

2. Transition

Today we look at God’s wisdom and how it can be relied upon for success.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Learn from Scripture
Listen for what Solomon says are the reasons he has written (and we should read) these proverbs.
Proverbs 1:1-7 (NIV) The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel: [2] for attaining wisdom and discipline; for understanding words of insight; [3] for acquiring a disciplined and prudent life, doing what is right and just and fair; [4] for giving prudence to the simple, knowledge and discretion to the young-- [5] let the wise listen and add to their learning, and let the discerning get guidance-- [6] for understanding proverbs and parables, the sayings and riddles of the wise. [7] The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge, but fools despise wisdom and discipline.  

What does this passage say about why one should read this book?
· to attain wisdom and discipline

· to gain understanding and insight

· to acquire discipline and prudence for living

· so you can live and do what is right, just, and fair

· to give prudence and knowledge to people who haven’t yet learned it

· to enhance the wisdom of those who do have learning

Why are those who acknowledge their own limitations (“simple” and “young” of verse 4) more likely to pursue God’s wisdom?

· when you realize your own limitations, you are more willing to look for help

· when help is offered, you are glad to learn from someone else’s experience

· if you think you don’t need it, you are less likely to pay attention to words of wisdom that are offered to you

· when you know you are “sick” you are quite willing to pursue healing

· when you know you lack knowledge, you usually hunger to know more

This passage (and others in scripture) say that the fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.   What are some different kinds of fears?  Which of them does this verse mean?

· “scared in the dark” fear

· fear of failure

· different kinds of phobias (heights, small and closed spaces, spiders, etc.)  

· fear for your life in a dangerous situation – fight or flight response
· the healthy fear that causes us to prepare, practice for a coming event (an academic test, a public speech, an athletic competition, etc.)

· fear of someone in authority and their power over you (police, military officer, school principle, parent)

The use of the word “beginning” here has to do with the idea of a “foundation.”   Why does fear, awe, reverence of God provide a solid foundation for one’s life?
· by contrast, the other fears are inconsequential, in the overall scheme of life
· it is smart to know who it is you need to be afraid of, who to respect

· if you have two different authorities in your life, it is crucial to know who is the most important, the most powerful, the one who really matters

· everything you do hinges on who we perceive to be the one really in charge

· if you choose God to be the One In Charge, the rest of your life will have the correct priorities

( There is not a greater enemy to the fear of the Lord in the heart than the self conceit of our own “wisdom.”

What are benefits of living wisely, living according to the wisdom Solomon wrote of?
· health – both physical and emotional

· get along better with others

· the passage says you will know what is the right thing to do, the just and fair thing
· able to take best advantage of different situations
· not blindsided or totally sidetracked by life’s events

Verse 7 says that “fools despise wisdom and discipline.”  What would it mean to “despise” these?

· ignore what God says

· live life by your own skills

· go with the “wisdom” of the world
· pursue a humanistic world view

· do as you please, don’t worry about consequences later on

How would the lifestyle of a believer demonstrate they are living wisely?

· regular study and application of God’s Word

· acknowledgement that God owns all you have – tithing your income

· involvement in the Kingdom of God – outreach ministries

· using Spiritual Gifts to minister to the members of the Body of Christ, the Church

· daily (even moment by moment) submission to the rule of God’s Spirit in your life

3.2 Revere the Lord
Listen for the advantages gained by receiving God’s wisdom.
Proverbs 2:4-8 (NIV)   and if you look for it as for silver  and search for it as for hidden treasure,   [5] then you will understand the fear of the Lord  and find the knowledge of God.   [6] For the Lord gives wisdom,  and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.   [7] He holds victory in store for the upright,  he is a shield to those whose walk is blameless,   [8] for he guards the course of the just  and protects the way of his faithful ones.  

According to the author, how should we look for wisdom?
· like you were prospecting for silver

· like you were looking for hidden treasure

Why is it hard in today’s world to pursue and accept God’s wisdom?

· lots of other things clamor for our attention

· God’s wisdom is contrary to the “wisdom” of the world

· it takes time and effort to “dig” in God’s Word, reading and studying

· sometimes we ignore God’s Spirit prompting us to apply God’s Truth to a certain area of our lives – our sinful nature objects

What are some ways that the Lord has given you wisdom?

· through reading the scriptures

· through events in our lives

· lessons learned from experience (many repetitions, many years of practice)

· when we experience losses

· when God sends great blessings

According to verse 6 what happens to the person who finds and appropriates this wisdom?

· you understand about the fear of the Lord

· you find the knowledge of God

What advantages are in store for the upright, the one who receives God’s wisdom?

· victorious living

· you are shielded from many kinds of problems

· the course of your life is guarded

· you way is protected

What are some examples of how wisdom has been a shield in your life?
· didn’t make a foolish decision or purchase

· did make the right choice

· kept me from getting in trouble when other kids did get in trouble

· knew better than to go certain places

· didn’t go along with the crowd and some of them ended up in trouble

· knew how to resist peer pressure

3.3 Trust and Obey
Listen for how we should trust the Lord.
Proverbs 3:5-6 (NIV) Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; [6] in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight. [11] My son, do not despise the Lord's discipline and do not resent his rebuke, [12] because the Lord disciplines those he loves, as a father the son he delights in.  

According to this very familiar verse, how should we trust the Lord?
· with all your heart

· without depending on your own understanding

· acknowledging God’s direction and control in all things
What  do you think it means to trust the Lord “with all your heart”?

· your emotions

· your intellect                 with all  your being
· your will

· totally convinced (despite worldly “wisdom”)

· in the face of ridicule from others

· no matter what happens

According to verse 12, whom does the Lord discipline?

· those whom He loves

· those He considers as His beloved children

· His delightful son or daughter

Why would God exercise discipline when He loves us … why not just demonstrate love by lots of blessings?

· we need to learn how to act

· discipline is more than punishment

· it is more like training

· it is positive reinforcement sometimes (correct behavior rewarded)

· negative reinforcement other times (incorrect behavior given consequences )

Why is lack of discipline not showing love?

· it would leave us to our own poor decisions

· the immature (children) need to be trained to make right decisions

· if left to their own decisions, children take the easy way, but not the right way – we typically do the same with our spiritual lives
If God’s discipline is to accomplish its intended purpose, how should we respond?
· not with rebellion – apply 1 John 1:9 … confess, receive forgiveness

· learn from each experience 

· talk to God about what happened and how you can do better next time

· thank God for His loving interest in your life

· thank God for His help in making the right decision

4. Application
4.1 What one thing can you do this week to seek God’s wisdom?
· take notes in the preaching service, it will help you absorb God’s Truth and wisdom

· obtain a One Year Bible or its equivalent and begin to read the daily portion (you don’t have to wait for the beginning of the year)

· begin the practice of reading one chapter of Proverbs each day … you will read through the whole book each month

4.2  As you fill your mind with God’s wisdom, apply it to your life
· write down something from the preaching service that you will put into practice this week – then do it

· as you read a daily Scripture portion, write down something that you glean from the wisdom you find there

· ask God to help you put into practice that Truth which spoke to you 

4.3 In what one area of your life in which you have not been trusting the Lord will you begin to trust Him this week?
· acknowledge God in that area of your life

· ask Him to direct your paths in that situation

· watch for God’s direction 
· open and closed “doors,” 
· a verse which speaks specifically to you, 
· an exhortation from a sermon, 

· the advice of a friend (or enemy) that God sends across your path
This one probably comes the closest to what the proverb means
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