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You Need to Remember

1. Motivate

Think about some close friends that have moved away (or were left behind when you moved away).  What kinds of memories of them do you treasure?
· backyard picnics

· outings you took together (fishing trips, camping trips, visits to the zoo, etc.)

· kids’ sports games you attended together

· when they helped you or you helped them in tough times

· funny things that happened

· special occasions (weddings, birthday parties, reunions, anniversaries) 

2. Transition

You might even have pictures to remind you of these special times

We are attached to tangible things … we best remember an event with a picture or a special object.
( Jesus gave His disciples some special symbols help to help them remember Him and His ministry to them … today we look at the celebration of the Last Supper

3. Bible Study

3.1 The Supper Is More Than a Ritual
Listen for what is old in this celebration and what is new.
Luke 22:14-20 (NIV)  When the hour came, Jesus and his apostles reclined at the table. [15] And he said to them, "I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer. [16] For I tell you, I will not eat it again until it finds fulfillment in the kingdom of God."   [17] After taking the cup, he gave thanks and said, "Take this and divide it among you. [18] For I tell you I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until the kingdom of God comes." [19] And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them, saying, "This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me."  [20] In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you. 

What emotions do you sense here on Jesus part?

· says He eagerly desired to eat this Passover with them

· probably dreading the coming suffering

· mixed emotions

· maybe he was hurting also about what the disciples would have to endure

Why do you think this was so important for Jesus to share this meal with His disciples?

· they needed a specific event to remember

· when you do something, participate in it, it is better remembered

· there was important symbolism in the elements of the meal

· He wanted to communicate important Truth to them

What traditions do you see here that was hundreds of years old?
· Passover celebration

· supper together after nightfall

· drinking of cups of wine

· unleavened bread

What new elements does Jesus declare?

· bread represented Jesus’ body “given for you”
· cup of wine (fruit of the vine) represented Jesus’ blood “poured out for you”

· He declared it to be a new covenant (contrasted to the old given to Moses and the Patriarchs)

Why do you think Jesus chose the elements of bread and wine to represent His body and the new covenant?
	Bread
	Wine

	· a basic element of life

· bread is “broken” as was His body

· Jesus was the “Bread of Life”

· we “receive” this “Bread” (accept Christ’s death) to be effective for salvation
	· symbolized shed blood, even similar color

· was the result of a crushed grape

· we must “partake” of the blood to make it effective



( Together they paint a very graphic picture of what God accomplished in the death of His Son Jesus and how I receive it to be effective for me.
Why do  you think it is still important for believers to “do this in remembrance” of Christ?
· we need the symbolism just as much as the disciples … 
· maybe even more since we were not physically with Jesus 2000 years ago
· we need concrete objects to help us understand

· we need tangible objects, activities to help us remember

· many of us are visual learners … the visual of the bread and the cup of juice teach us important truths

· Jesus was also implying that this looked forward to when He would celebrate with believers when the Kingdom of God is literal … more than spiritual, as it is now

How could you make the Lord’s Supper more meaningful the next time you participate?
· read and meditate on the Easter story

· thank the Lord once again for His love that motivated Him to die for you

· pray for loved ones and friends that have yet to experience new Life in Christ

· share with children, grandchildren the meaning of the service

3.2 Greatness Comes Through Serving
Why is it frustrating when someone forgets something that is important to us?

· we told them and told them

· it makes you feel that you are not important to them either

Listen for an example of the disciples forgot something Jesus had just told them, or maybe just didn’t even understand it.
Luke 22:24-27 (NIV)  Also a dispute arose among them as to which of them was considered to be greatest. [25] Jesus said to them, "The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who exercise authority over them call themselves Benefactors. [26] But you are not to be like that. Instead, the greatest among you should be like the youngest, and the one who rules like the one who serves. [27] For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it not the one who is at the table? But I am among you as one who serves. 

What demonstrated the disciples’ forgetfulness or lack of understanding?
· Jesus has just given them a graphic illustration of the meaning of His death

· they are off arguing about who among them is the greatest … who gets the important roles in the coming kingdom

How does Jesus describe the secular world view of “greatness”?

· kings lord it over their subjects

· people in power declare themselves as “benefactors” (putting a spin on reality)

· people who get waited on by others

How is this demonstrated in our culture?  How does our society seem to define greatness?

· people seeking power of elective office or through business

· we like to flaunt our position – “throw our weight around”

· we seek recognition for things we have done … we enjoy congratulations 

· we make a big deal about sports stars and famous entertainers

· we are willing to pay lots of money to see them, get their autographs, listen to their CDs and view their videos

How does Jesus describe the true spiritual view of greatness?

· the greatest among you should be like the youngest (the one with the least influence)

· greatness is having an attitude of service

· Jesus stated that His greatness was demonstrated by His service (in John’s description of the Last Supper, Jesus had done the lowly task of foot washing)
Why do you think humility and service is so difficult?

· we see others getting recognition for what they do

· if we don’t get it for the contribution we make, then we feel cheated

· it’s our human nature to want recognition and remuneration for our good deeds

· it’s part of our mind set – do a good job and get paid

· we have this concept of  “fairness” – others get rewards of adulation for something they do and we worked just as hard and did just as much

3.3 Satan Wants You to Fail
How does overconfidence set you up for failure in sports competition or even in a military battle?
· you don’t take the opposition seriously

· you don’t have the sharpness of focus on the task before you

Listen for an example of someone with overconfidence in this passage.

Luke 22:31-34 (NIV)  "Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift you as wheat. [32] But I have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers." [33] But he replied, "Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death." [34] Jesus answered, "I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times that you know me." 

According to Jesus, what kind of spiritual battle lay ahead for Peter?

· Satan would sift him as wheat

· Simon Peter’s faith would be tested

· he would be tempted to deny friendship with Jesus 

· he would fall to temptation 3 times before the next morning

What other kinds of spiritual battles did Peter and the rest of the disciples have to face in the days and even years ahead?

· the fact of Jesus’ death

· the disbelief of others when they shared about His resurrection

· the continued opposition of the Jewish leaders

· the persecution would become so strong that the young church would be scattered all over the nations

· they would face opposition of foreign cultures and pagan religions

· many of them would die martyrs deaths

· there would be the struggle between Jewish Christians and Gentile Christians … how much of the Jewish religious practices would carry over into Christianity

What reassurance does Jesus offer Peter?

· Jesus promised that He would be praying for Peter – that his faith would not fail

· Jesus said that after he had made things right (confessed, repented, received forgiveness) he should use the experience to help and encourage others who go through similar temptations
What kind of encouragement might Peter give to us today?
· the temptation you are facing is not too hard for Jesus to help you through

· if you fail, there is forgiveness available

· Jesus still loves you, despite your occasional failures

· don’t be overconfident like I was … trust in Jesus’ strength each moment

4. Application
4.1 The next time you have a Communion Service (Lord’s Supper) 

· give special thought to the meaningfulness of the symbols

· thank the Lord that He was willing to give His body as a sacrifice

· consider the implications of what Paul says about the unity of the Body of Christ, the Union of Believers, the Church

· thank the Lord for New Life in Christ provided by the shed blood of Christ

4.2 The church must not mimic the world in its standards for position, leadership, or greatness

· be willing to accept positions of service

· when you serve, ask God to give you motives that have nothing to do with how good you will look or how much recognition you get

· when you do receive recognition, give the glory to God … His enabling power, His working in lives

4.3 Know that from time to time you will be involved in a spiritual “tug-of-war”

· don’t be overconfident as you face temptations

· be reassured that Jesus is always interceding on our behalf so that our faith will not fail
· God will restore us when we turn back to Him

· failings in our lives need not remain failures – the lessons we learn can be used to help others with the same problems
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