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You Have A Mission

1. Motivate

Why is a job description so important?
· the person applying for the job needs to know exactly what they can expect

· people assigned to the search committee know the criteria by which to judge the applicants

· it explains the purpose and scope of a specific job

· when you get a job, you know what you are supposed to do

· when you have evaluations or reviews, there is an objective list of criteria by which you are evaluated (not just whether the boss likes you or not)
2. Transition

Today ( We look at Jesus instructions at the time of His ascension.

    We consider the clear and concise job description Jesus gave His followers
3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus’ Mission
Listen for what Jesus did between His resurrection and His ascension.
Acts 1:1-3 (NIV)  In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach [2] until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. [3] After his suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 

What events are listed about Jesus activities before His ascension?
· showed himself to the apostles (and others)

· he taught people

· gave instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen

· he gave many convincing proofs that he was alive

· he appeared to them over a period of forty days

· he spoke about the kingdom (rule) of God

Why do you think it was important to present Himself to His followers “by many convincing proofs”?

· the more witnesses to an event, the more convincing it is

· a single appearance would have been discounted by everyone else

· multiple situations were also more convincing

· it was imperative that people be convinced that Jesus rose again,
· recall Paul’s statement, 1 Cor. 15:14 (NIV) And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. 

Note that Jesus spoke and taught  during this time about the kingdom of God.  Have learners look up these verses, read them aloud to the class then ask for comments on what they think Jesus intended for us to know about “the kingdom of God”.
Matthew 7:21 "Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 
( The kingdom involves God’s rule in one’s heart and life

Matthew 13:31 He told them another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. 
( God’s kingdom/rule may start small but grows large and pervasive – within a single life or within a church or a town or nation
Matthew 13:33 He told them still another parable: "The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour until it worked all through the dough." 

( God’s rule works its way deep into one’s life

Matthew 13:44 "The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. When a man found it, he hid it again, and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 

( God’s rule is of great value, worth giving up everything
Matthew 18:3 And he said: "I tell you the truth, unless you change and become like little children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 
( when we allow God to rule in our lives we must trust Him with simple faith

3.2 My Mission
Listen for what Jesus promised to the disciples.
Acts 1:4-8 (NIV)  On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you have heard me speak about. [5] For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit." [6] So when they met together, they asked him, "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?" [7] He said to them: "It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. [8] But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth." 

What are words and phrases that describe the promise made to His followers.
· you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit

· you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you

· you will be my witnesses

· you will start out in Jerusalem

· you will continue on to Judea, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth

Contrast John’s baptism with the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  In what ways are they different?
	John’s Baptism
	Baptism of the Holy Spirit

	· water baptism

· a physical act

· symbolized repentance

· demonstrated death to old way of life 

· resurrection to a new way of life
	· a Spiritual baptism

· happens at salvation

· the believer is given the presence of God’s Holy Spirit dwelling within his/her life

· this Presence empowers believers to serve God


What question did the disciples ask in this passage?

( "Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to Israel?"
How did this show their misunderstanding about God’s Kingdom that Jesus talked about?

· they thought it was a physical, political, military kingdom

· they thought it had to do with getting rid of Roman domination

· this was a long time Jewish yearning for a restored earthly kingdom

· they longed for a kingdom like that during the days of David and Solomon

· in reality it has to do with the rule of God in the hearts and lives of believers

Why do you think the rule of God within the lives of believers is more powerful for God’s purposes than a politically and militarily strong nation of Israel?
· doesn’t matter what nationality a believer is … God rules

· nationality does not get in the way of knowing and serving God

· God’s intent was that all peoples know Him as Savior and Lord, not just the nation of Israel

· personal faith and obedience provides a closer relationship with God than would a nationalistic allegiance to a single country

· international relationships can change over the years – a personal relationship with God can be ongoing, whatever political events occur

How does verse 8 of the passage apply to us today?

· God promises us that same power, that same relationship
· we also are to be witnesses

· our witness starts in our own neighborhood

· our witness continues out from our own city, to our state, to our nation

· we are to be actively involved in the spread of the Gospel “to the ends of the earth”

· we are to give of our finances, 

· participate in mission trips, 

· be willing to send our children and grandchildren as missionaries to far off places

3.3 Preparing for My Mission
Listen for the instructions given to the disciples.
Acts 1:9-14 (NIV)  After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.  [10] They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood beside them. [11] "Men of Galilee," they said, "why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven." [12] Then they returned to Jerusalem from the hill called the Mount of Olives, a Sabbath day's walk from the city. [13] When they arrived, they went upstairs to the room where they were staying. Those present were Peter, John, James and Andrew; Philip and Thomas, Bartholomew and Matthew; James son of Alphaeus and Simon the Zealot, and Judas son of James. [14] They all joined together constantly in prayer, along with the women and Mary the mother of Jesus, and with his brothers. 
What do you think the disciples were thinking and feeling as they stood there looking up to where they had seen Jesus disappear?

· what now?
· how are we going to go on without Jesus?
· so much for the “kingdom”

· so this is how it ends?
· I don’t understand!

What kinds of situations make us feel like this?  What causes to “stand gazing into heaven”?

· facing a new situation

· the first time you go on a FAITH visit

· when devastated by a family tragedy

· when you are so emotionally drained that you feel you cannot continue

· loss of a loved one

· when you finally graduate from college and wonder, “OK, now what?”

( Again … you can see how much we need the empowering presence of God’s Holy 

Spirit within our lives

Now what information and instructions were given to the disciples by the angel?
· don’t just stand here looking up into the sky

· Jesus has been taken up into heaven

· this same Jesus will come back in the same way he left

So then what did they do?

· returned to Jerusalem

· went upstairs to the room where they were staying

· they joined together constantly in prayer

What do you suppose they were praying about?
· asking for guidance

· claiming the promises Jesus had given them

· asking God when this baptism of the Holy Spirit would take place

( Consider that we can claim those same promises when we face our “gazing into the sky” experiences … and … we already have the indwelling presence of the Holy Spirit
4. Application
4.1 Jesus main concern was that the disciples see their role in His ongoing mission here on earth

· consider some specific ways you can be involved in that mission

· how can you be a co-laborer with Christ this week

· remember that your motivation will come from God, not from a natural human interest in others

4.2 Find out more about missionary activities within your church organization

· find a publication or a web site that lists missionaries for whom you can pray

· ask your pastoral staff about mission trips you might be able to go on or support financially

· communicate with a missionary about his/her specific needs for whom you can pray or to which you can give  (note that most missionaries have email these days)
4.3 During meal time with your family this week …

· talk about how you can be more effective witnesses in your own “Jerusalem,” your own neighborhood

· study together ways to more effectively share your faith

· brainstorm ways in which you can get to know your neighbors so you can be a better witness

you can see they really 


need the empowering


of the Holy Spirit
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