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When Overwhelmed by Responsibilities

1. Motivate

How is a compass used?
· always points to North (unless skewed by another magnet)

· can tell you which direction you are heading
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helps you keep on track when you have no other references (sun, maps, signs)

How would you say wisdom is like a compass?

· helps you know the right direction for your life

· knows which is the right thing to do, the right thing to do

· keeps you from making poor decisions
2. Transition

In light of the “to do list” for the current status of your life and family
( we need God’s wisdom

( we will look at how Solomon sought after God’s wisdom … and so can we

3. Bible Study

3.1 Turn to the Lord
Listen for great tasks accomplished by Solomon as king.
1 Kings 3:1-4 (NIV)  Solomon made an alliance with Pharaoh king of Egypt and married his daughter. He brought her to the City of David until he finished building his palace and the temple of the Lord, and the wall around Jerusalem. [2] The people, however, were still sacrificing at the high places, because a temple had not yet been built for the Name of the Lord. [3] Solomon showed his love for the Lord by walking according to the statutes of his father David, except that he offered sacrifices and burned incense on the high places. [4] The king went to Gibeon to offer sacrifices, for that was the most important high place, and Solomon offered a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 

What important tasks faced Solomon?
· political alliances

· built a palace

· built the temple

· built the wall around Jerusalem
Note the negative mention about Solomon’s spiritual life and why it was wrong …

· offered sacrifices, burned incense on high places

· these were often old pagan altars left from Canaanite days

· people tended to mix in the heathen rites with sacrifices to Jehovah

· the altar at Gibeon was where the  Tabernacle was located, more likely legitimate

What contrasting evidence do you see that Solomon did love and worship the Lord?
· walked according to the statutes of his father David

· offered sacrifices in Gibeon (important high place)

· offered 1000 burnt offerings on that altar

Why do famous people in high positions sometimes tend to rely only on themselves?

· they feel that’s how they got famous and in a high place

· they don’t feel they can trust anyone else

· they can get paranoid about other people wanting their position

· they have the idea that they are superior in knowledge to others

· they have an inflated opinion of their own wisdom and skills

How would trusting, honoring, and worshiping God help you manage your daunting responsibilities?
· you are looking to God’s greatness
· you are not focusing on your problems

· you are focusing on who is sufficient to meet your needs

· whenever your focus is inward, you see your own inadequacies

· when you are looking at and declaring God’s greatness, you see how that is greater than any problems you have

How can we demonstrate that we love God and depend on Him, even when we are busy with many commitments?

· learn to talk to God whenever you get a chance ...

· walking from the parking lot

· standing in a grocery line

· sitting at a traffic light

· learn that you have to make time 

· learn the lesson that when you give God the priority of your time, He will multiply the effectiveness of how the rest of your time is used

Note verse 3, Solomon showed his love for the Lord by walking according to the statutes of his father David,  The statutes are God’s, but parents show their children how to do them.

How do parents have an influence concerning spiritual wisdom on children at various ages?

	Young Children
	Teens
	Adult Children

	· take them to church regularly

· read them Bible stories

· teach them Christian songs

· talk about the why of rules
	· consistency of rules

· continue to show love

· set limits (curfews, where they go, who they go with, church attendance, etc.)

· reasonable rules

· always be available to listen

· model what you “preach”
	· continue to model Christian behavior

· encourage

· continue to be ready to listen

· kindness to spouses of your children

· influence on grandchildren


3.2 Focus on What’s Important
Listen for the deal God offered Solomon and how Solomon responded.
1 Kings 3:5-9 (NIV)   At Gibeon the Lord appeared to Solomon during the night in a dream, and God said, "Ask for whatever you want me to give you."   [6] Solomon answered, "You have shown great kindness to your servant, my father David, because he was faithful to you and righteous and upright in heart. You have continued this great kindness to him and have given him a son to sit on his throne this very day.  [7] "Now, O Lord my God, you have made your servant king in place of my father David. But I am only a little child and do not know how to carry out my duties. [8] Your servant is here among the people you have chosen, a great people, too numerous to count or number. [9] So give your servant a discerning heart to govern your people and to distinguish between right and wrong. For who is able to govern this great people of yours?" 

Note the question God proposed to Solomon, "Ask for whatever you want me to give you."   
This is almost like the “3 wishes from the genie” situation.   What kinds of things can you think of that a person might ask for in that situation?

· wealth

· political power

· military might

· sports skills

· lots of toys (a new X-Box!!)

· a long and healthy life
List the points Solomon makes in prelude to his response.
· you have shown great kindness to my father David

· he was faithful, righteous, upright in heart

· your kindness continues to him by giving him a son to follow in his reign

· you have blessed me with the opportunity to reign in David’s place

However …

· I’m only a child, comparatively young to take on these responsibilities

· I must learn how to carry out my duties

· the responsibilities to all the people in the kingdom is monumental

What kinds of situations are we called to deal with that make us feel similarly inadequate to deal with our responsibilities – overwhelmed and under equipped?

· raising our children in an evil world

· dealing with children with various kinds of disabilities

· pressure on the job

· financial stresses (bills, abused credit cards, unforeseen financial emergencies)

· dealing with aging parents

· family relationships (marriages, siblings, wayward children, etc.)

Now, how did Solomon respond to God’s offer?

· give me a discerning heart

· enable me to govern your people

· enable me to distinguish between right and wrong

Consider that God makes a similar offer to us 
3.3 Walk in God’s Ways
Listen for what it was in Solomon’s request that pleased God.
1 Kings 3:10-15 (NIV)  The Lord was pleased that Solomon had asked for this. [11] So God said to him, "Since you have asked for this and not for long life or wealth for yourself, nor have asked for the death of your enemies but for discernment in administering justice, [12] I will do what you have asked. I will give you a wise and discerning heart, so that there will never have been anyone like you, nor will there ever be. [13] Moreover, I will give you what you have not asked for--both riches and honor--so that in your lifetime you will have no equal among kings. [14] And if you walk in my ways and obey my statutes and commands as David your father did, I will give you a long life." [15] Then Solomon awoke--and he realized it had been a dream.   He returned to Jerusalem, stood before the ark of the Lord's covenant and sacrificed burnt offerings and fellowship offerings. Then he gave a feast for all his court. 

What does God note that Solomon has not asked for?
· did not ask for long life

· did not ask for wealth

· did not ask for victory over enemies

Instead he had asked for discernment in administering justice.    This pleased God so much that he promised him other things – what additional promises does God make?

· riches and honor

· a long life (with the condition of walking in God’s ways, according to God’s statutes)

Why are awe and humility appropriate reactions to the responsibility of governing a nation (or raising a family or teaching Sunday School or holding down a job)?

· all of these things take more smarts than any one person has

· even given the advice of others who have gone there before us, we must admit inadequacy

· God wants us to acknowledge His power, authority, love

· He wants us to bring our needs to Him and to ask for His help

Note Psalm 50:14b-15 (NLT) I want you to fulfill your vows to the Most High. [15] Trust me in your times of trouble, and I will rescue you, and you will give me glory."  

( Make sure to give glory to God for His power and authority at work in your life

Compare Solomon’s situation with Jesus’ promise of Matthew 6:33 But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.  What similarities do you see?
· there are more important things than wealth and power

· Solomon (and we) must pursue knowing and depending on God first

· when we put God as the priority in our lives, He will provide abundantly all of life’s needs

4. Application
4.1 As a devotional exercise, write out a prayer

· write down those situations in your life right now for which you are inadequate
· acknowledge your absolute dependency on God

· ask for His help for those needs

· thank Him in advance for His sufficiency … thank Him afterwards for His faithfulness

4.2 All of us have responsibilities … some of us may have tremendous pressures that others may or may not know about
· pray for discernment and wisdom for yourself

· pray for one another … about the specifics you know

· pray for one another for those private issues you do not know about

4.3 In our culture it is easy to be pursuing various material treasures

· ask God to help you learn the value of discernment and a wise and understanding heart

· explicitly pursue those qualities as treasures

· seek out God’s wisdom in God’s Word

· ask God to give you His wisdom from what He has to say in Scripture
Matthew 7:7-8 (NIV)  "Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. [8] For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened. 
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