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What About The Antichrist?

1. Motivate

What was a situation when you were deceived or misled by a sales advertisement or other situation?
· the car at the really good price was a stripped down base model

· the prize you got for just coming (no purchase necessary) in was a piece of junk

· they jacked up the price before they took “half off”

· the picture of the item made it look a whole lot nicer than it really was

How did that deception make you feel?

· cheated

· fooled

· disgusted

What qualities of the ad/deal were most appealing and easiest to fall for?

· the low price

· the great look of the picture

· the wonderful description, the qualities claimed

2. Transition

Deception exists that will impact us for ever … especially the deception of evil
( The Antichrist of the end times will be deceptive in far more severe ways than slick advertising today 

( Today we look at how he will attempt to sway Christians from what they know is true

3. Bible Study

3.1 Satan’s Front Man
Listen for the description of the unusual appearance of the beast.
Rev. 13:1-6 (NIV)  And the dragon stood on the shore of the sea. And I saw a beast coming out of the sea. He had ten horns and seven heads, with ten crowns on his horns, and on each head a blasphemous name. [2] The beast I saw resembled a leopard, but had feet like those of a bear and a mouth like that of a lion. The dragon gave the beast his power and his throne and great authority. [3] One of the heads of the beast seemed to have had a fatal wound, but the fatal wound had been healed. The whole world was astonished and followed the beast. [4] Men worshiped the dragon because he had given authority to the beast, and they also worshiped the beast and asked, "Who is like the beast? Who can make war against him?"  [5] The beast was given a mouth to utter proud words and blasphemies and to exercise his authority for forty-two months. [6] He opened his mouth to blaspheme God, and to slander his name and his dwelling place and those who live in heaven. 

What were the features included in the description of the appearance of the beast?
· 10 horns, 7 heads, 

· 10 crowns on the horns, each with a blasphemous name

· looked like a leopard, feet of a bear, mouth of a lion

· a head appeared to be fatally wounded, but the wound was healed

· a mouth given to speak boasts and blasphemies

What do we learn about his power?
· power given to him by the dragon (Satan)

· power to survive, come back from fatal wound

· demonstrated power resulted in his being followed, worshiped

· authority was given for a 42 month period

· power which got away with blasphemy, slander against God

Note the ways in which the beast and the dragon imitate Christ with a twisted, evil intent.

	Beast
	Christ

	· appeared fatally wounded but healed 

· 42 month reign

· mark of the beast
	· died, rose again

· 3 – 3 ½ year ministry

· seal of those who are believers (14:1)


What are the reactions of people to the beast?
· the whole world is astonished

· they follow the beast

· they exclaim, “Who is like the beast?  Who can make war against him?”

Why do you think people are fooled by the beast and the dragon?

· they see demonstrations of power

· they have been (are being) bombarded by lies about him, lies about God

· if you tell a lie long enough, people will eventually believe it, no matter how absurd

Our study guides define “blasphemy” as slander directed against God.  Why does Satan do this himself, and want people to express concept against God?

· it lessens people’s understanding of the power and authority and love of God 

· it discredits God

· it tries to bring God down to the level of men which in turn makes deities of men (this is humanism) 

· when we disrespect God, Satan has more power over us

What are some specific examples in our culture of modern day blasphemy or slander directed against God?

· rejection of public display of the Ten Commandments

· put-downs against people who say they believe in God

· use of the Lord’s name in vain

· obviously as a curse word

· but more subtle might be “OMG” in text messaging, or even “Oh my God” in speech

· pretense of honoring God by attending church for appearances only

3.2 The Controller
Listen for the extent of the authority of the Antichrist.
Rev. 13:7b-8 (NIV) And he was given authority over every tribe, people, language and nation. [8] All inhabitants of the earth will worship the beast--all whose names have not been written in the book of life belonging to the Lamb that was slain from the creation of the world.  … [16] He also forced everyone, small and great, rich and poor, free and slave, to receive a mark on his right hand or on his forehead, [17] so that no one could buy or sell unless he had the mark, which is the name of the beast or the number of his name.   [18] This calls for wisdom. If anyone has insight, let him calculate the number of the beast, for it is man's number. His number is 666. 

What words and phrases describe the extent of the authority of the beast?
· every tribe, people, language, nation

· all the inhabitants of the earth will worship him

· small and great, rich and poor, free and slave

What group was excluded from those who receive his authority?

· all whose names were written in the book of life

· all those who belong to the Lamb

What steps does the Antichrist take to gain economic control?

· forced everyone to receive a “mark” on his right hand or on forehead

· no one can buy or sell without the mark

· this mark will be the number and/or name of the beast

· this is a total control of trade in all forms

Note: 

· the seal of the Lamb (14:1) becomes a guarantee of entry into heaven

· the mark of the beast gives temporary freedom … but later guarantees entry into hell

Speculate on what form the mark of the beast might take in our technological age today.

· tattoos

· electronic implants (RFID tag –  an object that can be applied to or incorporated into a product, animal, or person for the purpose of identification using radio waves. Some tags can be read from several meters away and beyond the line of sight of the reader)
· driver’s license scan

· retinal markings

Consider that we can be “marked” by our direct or indirect participation in questionable practices in order to 

· receive some benefit

· avoid some discomfort

· avoid inconvenience 

What kinds of dangers can result from this kind of activity?

· you can get in deeper and deeper

· you lose your testimony … people see you as just like everyone else, nothing special about being a Christian

· you drift away from close fellowship with God

· you influence children or grandchildren in the wrong direction

3.3 The Persecutor
Listen for how believers are to respond to persecution.
Rev. 13:7a (NIV) He was given power to make war against the saints and to conquer them.  … 13:[9] He who has an ear, let him hear. [10] If anyone is to go into captivity, into captivity he will go. If anyone is to be killed with the sword, with the sword he will be killed. This calls for patient endurance and faithfulness on the part of the saints. 

What kinds of things can Christians expect to experience if they stay true to Christ?
· captivity

· death (killed with a sword)

How can the Antichrist make war against the saints (Christians) today in our culture?

· anti-Christian sentiment in a work situation – results in lack of advancement

· loss of influence in political arena

· more and more secularism 

· gay agenda 

· removal of Ten Commandments

· forbidding public prayer 

· judges who make rulings that are anti-Christian

What about in foreign cultures where Christians are a minority … how does the spirit of Antichrist make war against believers there?

· open persecution – 

· physical, 

· economic, 

· denial of basic freedoms

· laws made against being a Christian

· laws against a Christian (national believer or missionary) witnessing to someone of the national religion

What admonition in this passage is given for believers in these situations?

· endurance

· faithfulness

What kinds of actions and attitudes build these virtues in believers?

· daily reading and application of God’s Word

· faithful service to God

· active involvement in ministry activities in the Kingdom of God

· exercising one’s Spiritual Gifts in edification and uplifting of other believers

· regular worship together with other members of the Body of Christ

4. Application
4.1 Consider the Antichrist-like experiences we face today
· Use the teachings of this lesson to draw strategies and power when you encounter such a situation

· Know that God’s power limits the extent and duration of evil … both now and in the end times

· God will equip us to exercise endurance and faithfulness in the midst of persecution

4.2 Believers in many foreign countries face far worse Antichrist-like threats
· Pray for them … for strength, protection, and faithfulness

· Pray for the preaching of the Gospel in those countries

· Check out http://www.persecution.com/ , Voice of the Martyrs

4.3 Know that those who believe and follow Christ are secure in Him
· Their names have been recorded in the Book of Life

· Loyalty and devotion to Christ are far more important than economic security

· Any leader who demands our worship is not from God … your security is in God, not in some human leader

Prayer of Commitment:  Father, as you make me aware of evil around me, help me to be both bold and loving in how I address evil.
Note: in this lesson we are not pursuing when he will or appear or who he is … we are focusing more on what he will be doing.
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