4/7/2002
Warnings of Disaster



1. Motivate

What are some of the characteristics of judges at the local, state, national level.

· wise

· learned

· austere

· strict

· stern

· grave

· sober

· serious

· some are fair, some have their own agenda

· some are crooked, can be bought

· some are liberal, some want to make law, interpret the constitution for their own views 

	Which of these attributes would fit our heavenly Judge?
	What additional attributes does our heavenly Judge have?

	· wise

· strict

· fair
	· righteousness/justice

· all powerful and authoritative

· intolerant of sin


2. Transition

Today ( We will  …

· learn more about God as a judge and 

· help you prepare to face God's judgment

3. Bible Study

3.1 Proximity of Judgment

Listen for phrases which describe God.

Amos 1:1-2 The words of Amos, one of the shepherds of Tekoa--what he saw concerning Israel two years before the earthquake, when Uzziah was king of Judah and Jeroboam son of Jehoash was king of Israel.  [2] He said: "The LORD roars from Zion and thunders from Jerusalem; the pastures of the shepherds dry up, and the top of Carmel withers."

What descriptions of God do you see here? 

· roaring

· thundering

Why is God described this way (instead of a loving, protective, fatherly deity)?

· God is portrayed as a judge
· He is pronouncing judgment

What indications of impending judgment are stated?

· pastures drying up

· the top of the mountain withers

How might you paraphrase the second verse, using images and descriptions that would communicate with people today?

· economies crumbling

· buildings destroyed

· horrendous storms

· devastating earthquakes

· destructive wars

When natural disasters occur today, how do most people think about God's judgment?

· why did God make/let this happen

· how could a loving God do this

· those were innocent people who were destroyed

· that’s not fair – many good people were hurt and bad people end up benefiting

How do we reconcile the truth of God's love with the truth of His judgment?

· God is righteous and just … He does the right thing

· God is able to love us (even though we don’t deserve it) because of Christ’s redeeming work on the cross

· God's judgment has been carried out in the death of Christ

· This is only made effective by our confession, repentance, and receipt by faith of Christ’s proffered salvation
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3.2 Pronouncement of Judgment

Listen for geographical and personal names associated with God's judgment.

Amos 1:3-5 This is what the LORD says: "For three sins of Damascus,  even for four, I will not turn back my wrath. Because she threshed Gilead  with sledges having iron teeth,  [4]  I will send fire upon the house of Hazael that will consume the fortresses of Ben-Hadad.  [5]  I will break down the gate of Damascus; I will destroy the king who is in the Valley of Aven and the one who holds the scepter in Beth Eden. The people of Aram will go into exile to Kir," says the LORD.

Note the location of as many locations as possible on a map

· Damascus

· Gilead

· Aram

· Kir

· Valley of Aven

Note the phrase, “for three sins, even for four …” 

· this is a repeated phrase throughout the book of Amos

· seems to indicate the weight and abundance of sins

· sufficient to finally tip the scales of God's judgment

· similar to the “three strikes and you’re out” policy in current criminal law

What are the sins of Damascus specified?

· threshed Gilead with sledges having iron teeth

What does this mean?

· extreme cruelty

· possible literal “killing fields” scene

What kind of punishments were foretold?

· fire that will consume the fortresses

· break down the gate

· destroy the king

· people will go into exile

What is the significance of pronouncing judgment on a nation?  Can nations and other groups be held accountable for sins, or is the only accountability that of individuals?

	Group responsibility
	Individual responsibility

	· they act together to do evil things

· they unite to accomplish wickedness

· the whole nation deserves God's judgment

· sin was so pervasive in the culture that all deserve judgment
	· each individual acts of his own volition

· “I was just following orders” is not an excuse

· some individuals in the nation did the right thing, they do not deserve punishment


3.3 Grounds for Judgment

Listen for the sins of the people of Judah, the people of Israel

Amos 2:4-8 This is what the LORD says: "For three sins of Judah, even for four, I will not turn back my wrath. Because they have rejected the law of the LORD and have not kept his decrees, because they have been led astray by false gods,  the gods their ancestors followed,  [5] I will send fire upon Judah that will consume the fortresses of Jerusalem." [6] This is what the LORD says: "For three sins of Israel, even for four, I will not turn back my wrath. They sell the righteous for silver, and the needy for a pair of sandals.  [7] They trample on the heads of the poor as upon the dust of the ground and deny justice to the oppressed. Father and son use the same girl and so profane my holy name.  [8] They lie down beside every altar on garments taken in pledge. In the house of their god they drink wine taken as fines.

What are the sins listed?

	Judah
	Israel

	· rejected the law of the Lord

· did not keep His decrees

· led astray by false gods (of their ancestors)
	· sell righteous for sliver, needy for pair of sandals

· trample on the poor, treat them like dirt

· deny justice to oppressed

· sexual deviation

· abuse the poor in collecting loans


How do you think the people of Israel feel when Amos was listing sins of Judah?

· Amen

· preach it, brother

· that’s right, they’re a bunch of no-goods

How do you think they felt when he turned to name their sins?

· what a traitor

· we’re not so bad

· now he’s meddling

· ouch!

What sins do you think God might identify that are “full and overflowing” in the United States?

· abortion

· idols of materialism, pleasure, power

· rejection of God's laws

· ignoring God

· denying the existence of God

· religion without the worship of God and adherence to God's Truth

How are nations today more accountable to God than the nations of biblical days?

· we have the full content of God's Truth available to us

· we have the witness of believers

· early biblical nations may have been able to claim a certain amount of ignorance, we have God's revelation available – 

· we know what God has done, what He wants to do

3.4 Forewarning and Scope of Judgment

Listen for who would be taking action and what the actions would be.

Amos 3:7  Surely the Sovereign LORD does nothing without revealing his plan to his servants the prophets.  3:13"Hear this and testify against the house of Jacob," declares the Lord, the LORD God Almighty.  [14] "On the day I punish Israel for her sins,  I will destroy the altars of Bethel; the horns of the altar will be cut off and fall to the ground.  [15] I will tear down the winter house along with the summer house; the houses adorned with ivory will be destroyed  and the mansions will be demolished," declares the LORD.

Who is taking action? 

· the Sovereign Lord .. 

· the Lord God Almighty

· Jehovah

What actions will be taken?

· punish Israel for her sins

· destroy altars of Bethel

· horns of altar cut off

· tear down winter, summer houses, also fancy houses and mansions

What is the significance of the horns of the altar cut off?

· people fleeing from an avenger could go and hold on to the horns of the altar and plead sanctuary

· now they are gone – no more sanctuary, no more safety

· they no longer deserve God's protection and sanctuary

How can we know that God is warning about impending judgment?

· God's Word speaks to every age, not just specific groups in history past

· The reasons for God's judgment of people in Bible times are problems in our lives and our nations even today

4. Conclusion – Application

Consider the fact that nations were comprised of individuals who are accountable to God for their thoughts and deeds.  Acting collectively, groups of individuals can influence a nation…

· to turn away from God (and thus be in danger of God's judgment)

· but also to turn to God and have opportunity for God's forgiveness

( We need to be united in praying for our nation

· for our president

· for Congress

· for local government leaders

It is easy to wring our hands and declare that the whole place is going down the toilet.

It is more appropriate that we 

· pray

· witness

· be a positive influence 

in our neighborhood, 


in our voting


in our praying, 


in our churches
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