6/8/08
Three Rules for Working Smart

1. Motivate

If you had to choose any other career other than your current one, what would you choose?  Why?
· race car driver

excitement

· movie star


fame and fortune
· business tycoon

big bucks, power
· teacher


creativity, fulfillment
· big game hunter

excitement
· Olympic athlete

travel, popularity, fame
· travel correspondent
travel, see the world
2. Transition

Regardless of your occupation, real measures of success are ways you honor God

· at work … with your resources

Today ( we look at ways to build on true success
3. Bible Study

3.1 Be Wary of Foolish Entanglements
Listen for legal advice given by a father.
Proverbs 6:1-5 (NIV) My son, if you have put up security for your neighbor, if you have struck hands in pledge for another, [2] if you have been trapped by what you said, ensnared by the words of your mouth, [3] then do this, my son, to free yourself, since you have fallen into your neighbor's hands: Go and humble yourself; press your plea with your neighbor! [4] Allow no sleep to your eyes, no slumber to your eyelids. [5] Free yourself, like a gazelle from the hand of the hunter, like a bird from the snare of the fowler.  

What warnings does the father give to his son?
· don’t put up security for your neighbor

· don’t make a deal to pledge for another’s debt

· don’t get trapped into making promises (what you said, words of your mouth)

If this had happened, what advice did the father give?

· free yourself

· you’ve fallen into your neighbor’s hands

· humble yourself, plead with that person

· don’t wait until tomorrow, take care of it now

Along with cosigning a note or going into a financial agreement with an unfamiliar business associate, what other kinds of financial traps can we get into?

· credit card debt

· taking on too much debt (house, car, school loans, etc.)

· get-rich-quick schemes

· foolish investments

What determines whether an investment is wise or foolish?

· higher promised return implies higher (foolish) risk (and vice versa)
· if it sounds too good to be true, it is

· the credibility and track record of a business partner will affect how wise a deal something is

· depends on what you are risking – is it your retirement fund, or is it some extra, discretionary funds you could afford to lose
· is it a long term investment or a short term, get rich quick scheme?
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What are the principles of how a mousetrap works?

· bait

· trigger set

· mouse nibbles at bait, trips trigger

· “snap!”

In what ways are foolish financial decisions like being trapped or ensnared?

· there is bait (you see what looks like a good deal – easy money)

· you go for it, take the bait

· then “snap” … all of a sudden you realize you’re in trouble

· you cannot see a way out

· no matter which way you turn, you’re stuck

· the harder you try to get yourself out of it, the deeper you get mired

Consider that “predators” who set financial traps are
· persuasive

· promising

But … they actually prey on us and our financial means

Besides burdening a person with debt, what other problems are brought on by unwise financial decisions?

· poor credit rating

· lose business partners

· could put one’s employees out of work

· personal credibility

· can harm a marriage
· could make ministry opportunities impossible

How would one’s age affect financial decisions we might make?
· younger people might be able to ride out a long term, more volatile investment situation

· the closer you get to retirement, the more conservative you need to be with your investments and finances

· work towards becoming debt free as you get approach a fixed income situation

· you may need to take out a mortgage as a young adult which stretches your budget

· that could be risky the older you get (although some financial advisors say no problem, your estate will pay off or sell off the house)

3.2 Be Wise in Your Work Ethic
Listen for a good example set by an insect.
Proverbs 6:6-11 (NIV)   Go to the ant, you sluggard;  consider its ways and be wise!   [7] It has no commander,  no overseer or ruler,   [8] yet it stores its provisions in summer  and gathers its food at harvest.    [9] How long will you lie there, you sluggard?  When will you get up from your sleep?   [10] A little sleep, a little slumber,  a little folding of the hands to rest--   [11] and poverty will come on you like a bandit  and scarcity like an armed man.  

What remarkable truth does the writer see revealed by an ant?
· it displays wise behavior

· ants don’t seem to have bosses or administrators

· despite that they work to store up food when it is available

· they don’t waste time and end up without any means of support
What elements of an antlike work ethic would honor God if practiced in our lives?

· diligence

· faithfulness without a leader

· planning ahead

· hard work

· doing the right thing instinctively 

What has to be true in our lives if we are doing the right thing “instinctively”?

· surrendered to, committed to God’s rule in your life

· sensitive to God’s Spirit guiding your decisions
· a working knowledge of God’s principles as taught in Scripture

What are some contrasting characteristics of someone the writer calls a “sluggard” or “slacker”?

· lies in bed – seems to be a lot of sleep involved
· could be termed a “sack rat” – avoids responsibilities by sleeping all the time

· “folding of the hands” implies not working, not active in doing anything useful

· ends up poor all of a sudden … even surprised about it
Note: not all people who don’t work are “slackers” or  “sluggards”

· valid circumstances can cause someone to be without work

· health, age, other responsibilities

What are some differences between diligence and being a workaholic?

	Diligent
	Workaholic

	· work hard without being told

· know the right thing to do at the right time

· a self starter

· work is put in proper perspective
	· obsessed with the tasks at hand

· forego other important responsibilities (like family and personal health)

· the job becomes an idol


3.3 Be Warned About Wicked Dealings
Listen for signals given off by a scoundrel and a villain.
Proverbs 6:12-15 (NIV) A scoundrel and villain, who goes about with a corrupt mouth, [13] who winks with his eye, signals with his feet and motions with his fingers, [14] who plots evil with deceit in his heart-- he always stirs up dissension. [15] Therefore disaster will overtake him in an instant; he will suddenly be destroyed--without remedy.  

According to this passage, how can you tell you are dealing with a scoundrel or villain?
· you get “the wink”

· there is a certain amount of body language … either nervousness or maybe secret handshakes, a knowing look or nod

· he plots evil with deceit in his heart

· he is always stirring up dissension

What would be some signals you might see in the workplace of someone who is dishonest or corrupt?

· fudging time sheets

· taking supplies

· doing personal business on company time

· less-than-honest tax returns

In what workplace situations might a person be tempted to “speak dishonestly”?

· to butter up the boss

· being a “yes man”

· to undermine a colleague and make yourself look good by contrast

· to exaggerate your accomplishments

According to the passage, how does the “scoundrel and villain” end up?

· disaster overtakes him in an instant

· he is suddenly destroyed

· there is no fix for what he has done

Some people say that the end justifies the means.  Why is this not true?

· if you have to cheat to accomplish something, it is wrong

· God intends that our lives be holy and righteous – in both the ends and the means
· if the means harm and hurt some people, it is wrong, no matter how good the end result

How can we witness to the “scoundrel and villain” without being implicated in his dishonesty?

· don’t go along with the dishonesty

· explain why you cannot condone what is happening

· tell him why you choose to be totally honest and above board in all you do
· express your concern for the danger he is bringing on himself

4. Application
4.1 Ask God to help you identify damaging attitudes or actions in any of the work you do
· Commit to apply what we have learned today from God’s Word

· Start dealing appropriately with these attitudes and actions

· Confess the problem to the Lord, repent of them

· Talk to God about your struggles, the conflicts

4.2 Work diligently and responsibly to avoid foolish financial traps
· If you are over your head in debt, seek financial counseling
· Work to get out of debt as much as possible
· Ask god to help you be financially responsible so you can use your resources for furthering His kingdom

4.3 Ask God to help you find a proper balance in your life
· Somewhere between being a lazy slacker and a workaholic

· Be diligent in providing for future and present needs

· At the same time avoid anxiety and trust the Lord

· In what one area of your life will you make an effort to be more disciplined this week?
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