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The Spirit Continues Jesus’ Work



1. Motivate

What is a funny/strange/interesting/upsetting thing that happened when you left someone in charge of your house or property while you were away (or even when no one was in charge)?

· the dog made a mess

· they put the wrong kind of chemical in the swimming pool

· the kids who were supposed to mow did a sorry job

· the person left with the key to the storage shed lost it

· the drains backed up

· the pipes leaked

· the electricity was off

2. Transition

It is important to have someone dependable and competent in charge while you are away.

( Today we will look at the Person Jesus left in charge when He left this earth physically to return to heaven.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Lives in Believers

Imagine how the disciples are feeling at the opening of this passage.

· Jesus has just revealed He is leaving

· They are confused, saddened, didn’t understand

Recall what Peter did later on … remember what the rest of them did

· Peter denied Jesus 3 times

· the rest fled

Listen for what Jesus is saying that would be reassuring to them in later days.
John 14:15-17 "If you love me, you will obey what I command.  [16] And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever--  [17] the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.  

What does Jesus say will be the results of loving Him?

· you obey His commandments

· He will ask of the Father to send another Counselor

What are some facts that the passage says about the Comforter?

· spirit of Truth

· He will be with us forever

· the world is unable to receive, doesn’t see, doesn’t know

· believers know Him

· He dwells within believers

Note the use of the word “another”  There are two Greek words for "another." 

· If I broke my glasses, I might say, "I need to get another pair" - meaning, another of the same kind. Nothing wrong with the old ones; I just broke them. 
· However, if my prescription had gotten out of date and I needed some stronger glasses, I might say, "I need another pair of glasses"- meaning, another of a different kind. The old ones not longer work, I need some different ones. 
· There are two Greek words that spell out this distinction. The word here is, "another of the same kind." 
( In other words, Jesus was saying he was sending a comforter just like Himself.
What kinds of things did Jesus do that the Holy Spirit does?

· teach about God

· communicate Truth

· bring healing

· confront sin

( He will be different from Jesus in that the Spirit is able to live within the lives of believers everywhere at the same time …

· Jesus as a human was confined in time and space (more on this later)
What are some different words used by some of your translations for “counselor”
· advocate

· comforter

· helper

· intercessor

· one who is called alongside

· legal assistant

· Paraclete
· The Holy Spirit is along side (actually within) us

· He helps us fulfill all that Jesus wants us to become and do

3.2 Teaches the Truth

Listen for more things that the Holy Spirit does that Jesus did.
John 14:25-26 "All this I have spoken while still with you.  [26] But the Counselor, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you. … 16:12-15 "I have much more to say to you, more than you can now bear.  [13] But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears, and he will tell you what is yet to come.  [14] He will bring glory to me by taking from what is mine and making it known to you.  [15] All that belongs to the Father is mine. That is why I said the Spirit will take from what is mine and make it known to you.  

What do we learn here that is the task of the Holy Spirit?
· teach us all things

· remind us of what Jesus said

· guide us into all truth

· not speak of His own, speaks of what He hears the Father say

· declare to us what is to come

· glorifies Jesus

· declares Jesus to us

John 14.26 says the Holy Spirit will teach us. How does the Holy Spirit teach us? 

· through the messages of the New Testament writers (Old Testament too)

· brings scripture passages to our minds

· when we read scripture, He illuminates the meaning to us

· He brings thoughts, suggestions into our minds

· He works to bring people and circumstances into our lives which speak to us in different ways

How do you think the Spirit shows us things to come?
· illuminate prophetic passages in the Word

· guides our decisions so we are ready for events when they happen

· guides our attention to current events that are fulfillments of prophecy

· teach us lessons now that we need for events in our lives in the days ahead

What kinds of new things would the Spirit teach us?
· how to deal with situations new to our world (AIDS, terrorism, dysfunctional families)

· how to deal with situations new to us, things we’ve never personally experienced

· a new commitment God wants us to make

· a new way God wants to direct our life

What kinds of things would the Spirit remind us of?

· scripture passages which we read or memorized once and apply to our current situation

· decisions or commitments we made in the past

· God's love, God's authority, God's power at work in our lives
3.3 Convicts the World

Listen for three things the Holy Spirit convicts people about.
John 16:7-11 But I tell you the truth: It is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the Counselor will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you.  [8] When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment:  [9] in regard to sin, because men do not believe in me;  [10] in regard to righteousness, because I am going to the Father, where you can see me no longer;  [11] and in regard to judgment, because the prince of this world now stands condemned.  

Why was it good that Jesus would be going away?
· unless he went away, the Counselor would not come

· if He went, He would send the Holy Spirit

· as a human, Jesus was limited to where and when He could be – he was fixed in time and space

· here is where we see how the ministry of Jesus and the Holy Spirit differ

· The Spirit is not bound to space and time, He can dwell within the lives of all believers everywhere

· the closest human or scientific word we might have for this is “multitasking” – but it is inadequate for what the Spirit does

What are the three things of which the Holy Spirit convicts?

· sin 

( basic sin of unbelief

· righteousness
( Jesus’ redemptive work enables us to live a righteous life

· judgment
( Satan has been judged … we need not succumb to Satan’s 

temptations

What are some other words your translations use for convict?  What are some other synonyms?

· reprove

· convince

· to shame

· to blame

· to expose

· to accuse

The initial purpose of the Spirit’s conviction

· lead men to confession, repentance

· bring sinners to faith in Christ

The continued purpose of the Spirit’s conviction

· to draw believers closer to Jesus

· to convince and enable believers to live lives of righteousness

· to separate us more and more away from the world, unto God (also known as the process of sanctification)

Why do unbelievers  resist the convicting work of the Spirit?

· the grip of sin on their lives – they don’t want to give up what they consider sin’s pleasures

· as an act of their will, they reject Truth – the choose to remain unconvinced

· they want to run their own lives

Why might believers resist the convicting work of the Spirit?

· they don’t want to surrender some part of their life

· they are afraid

· lack of understanding

· still have areas of rebellion in their lives

( God's Holy Spirit will continue to do His convincing work as long as we live

( God wants to shape us and mold us to be more like Jesus every day
4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Remind yourself each day that God's Holy Spirit is living within you

· you are God's temple, His dwelling place

· consciously work to keep your temple clean
· be careful what you fill your mind with

4.2 Fill your mind daily with God's Words – read, meditate, memorize

· this is what the Holy Spirit will use to communicate God's Truth to you

· each day, ask God to speak to you specifically through His Word

4.3 Be sensitive to the convicting work of the Holy Spirit

· pray for those in a state of unbelief … the only unforgivable sin

· heed what God is telling you in His Word, through the teaching and preaching of the Word

· submit to His lordship of your life each day – specifically tell Him so

Note once again, the concept of the legal advisor … this time to act as a prosecutor









2

