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The Good Shepherd



1. Motivate

What kind of picture would you draw to describe what “love” is?
· a heart

· a mother with her baby

· a wedding scene

· a couple in an embrace

· a child with their teddy bear or a child with a puppy

· me and my doughnut! 

2. Transition

How do we know that we are loved by Jesus?
· His death on the cross

· His resurrection

· He tells us so in His Word

· “Jesus loves me, this I know, ‘cause the Bible tells me so!”  (Sing the song together)
( We’re going to study a portion of the Bible that tells us so

· It tells us many ways that Jesus loves us

3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus Gave His Life for You

Listen for the contrast between the owner of the sheep and the hired worker.
John 10:11-13 "I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.  [12] The hired hand is not the shepherd who owns the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it.  [13] The man runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep.  

What differences do you see between the shepherd and the hired hand?

	Shepherd
	Hired Hand

	· owns the sheep

· lays down, risks his life for sheep

· cares for the sheep

· protects the sheep in danger
	· only works for salary, does not have ownership interest

· abandons the sheep when danger comes, runs away
· allows sheep to be attacked

· cares nothing for the sheep


What are some ways in which Jesus has shown His love and care for you as a good shepherd?
· died for our sins

· supply our needs

· protect us from dangers on the highway

· direct our lives in the right direction

· daily strength

· healing, physical health

What kind of person does the hired hand represent?

· someone who is concerned only for his own good

· a false teacher or leader

· someone who pretends to be concerned about people but is not

· someone who cannot be depended on when problems arise

How can you be sure you are following the Good Shepherd and not the hired hand?

· follow only someone who is living according to God's Word

· Matthew 7:20 Thus, by their fruit you will recognize them.  
· follow someone who is obviously directed and controlled by God's Spirit
· 2 Peter 2:1 … there will be false teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the sovereign Lord who bought them--bringing swift destruction on themselves.  

· look for the characteristics of the Good Shepherd
3.2 Jesus Knows You Completely

Consider the following names … 

· George W. Bush

· Franklin Graham

Do you know these people?

· Dan Rather

· Emmit Smith

How well do you know them?

· we know who they are

· few of us have ever met or even seen them up close in person

Show us some pictures from your wallets … how well do you know these people?

· we know them because of a personal relationship

· they are important people in our lives

Now consider how well the shepherd knows his sheep …
John 10:14-16 "I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me--  [15] just as the Father knows me and I know the Father--and I lay down my life for the sheep.  [16] I have other sheep that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one shepherd.  

We are Jesus “sheep” – how does He know us well?
· our hopes and dreams

· our discouragements

· our problems and worries

· our victories

( He knows everything about us … even more than we know about ourselves!

How does the relationship of knowing each other develop between the sheep and the good shepherd?

· spending time together

· learning about each other

· the shepherd watches the sheep

· the sheep learn of the shepherds care because they prosper when they follow where he leads

· they know that he always provides for them

How does this relate to our relationship with Jesus Christ?

· when we spend time together with Him, we learn about our Good Shepherd

· when we follow His leadership, we experience abundant life

· when we stray, we end up in trouble – we learn from that experience

· we find Him totally sufficient to supply all of our needs
Consider what is meant by the “other sheep” and the “one flock”?
· the other sheep Jesus talked about are the Gentiles

· God intended from before time that all peoples would belong to Him

· God initiated His relationship with mankind through Abraham and the Jews

· Jesus came to die for the sins of all men

· The body of believers, the church is for all men and women everywhere

· Jesus commissioned us to reach out to all peoples … the “other sheep” are still being gathered

· We are part of that effort, that task

3.3 Jesus Guides You Through Life

Listen for evidences or descriptions of both belief and unbelief.
John 10:22-28 Then came the Feast of Dedication at Jerusalem. It was winter,  [23] and Jesus was in the temple area walking in Solomon's Colonnade.  [24] The Jews gathered around him, saying, "How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Christ, tell us plainly."  [25] Jesus answered, "I did tell you, but you do not believe. The miracles I do in my Father's name speak for me,  [26] but you do not believe because you are not my sheep.  [27] My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.
Who did not believe?
· Jewish leaders

· people who are “not my sheep.”

What is true about those who are the “sheep” of Jesus?
· they hear Jesus’ voice

· Jesus knows them

· they follow Jesus

Draw a diagram of a road with turning points and blank signs along the way.






What are major decision or turning points in our lives that these signs along the road of life might represent?
· career choice

· college

· spouse

· career changes

· major purchases (house, business, investments)

· retirement

How has Jesus, your Good Shepherd,  guided you through these times in your life?

· opened doors of opportunity

· God's Holy Spirit guided thinking, decision process

· provided people who gave wise counsel

· scriptural principles, examples which gave guidance

How can you use your experiences to help younger people who are struggling with these same kinds of decisions?
· for younger children, you are their “shepherd” – you must make some decisions for them

· for teens, you should pray for them – that they will listen to the Good Shepherd

· share with them of God's faithfulness in your own life

· for young adults you should faithfully model following Jesus and  … 

· pray that you will give Godly counsel when they come for advice

3.4 Jesus Gives Eternal Security

Listen for the protection provided by the Good Shepherd.
John 10:28-30 I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no one can snatch them out of my hand.  [29] My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of my Father's hand.  [30] I and the Father are one."  

What kinds of protection do you see here?
· eternal life

· never perish

· no one can snatch them out of the Father’s Hand

· God's greatness is supreme to protect

What or who would try to “snatch us” out of the loving care of the Good Shepherd?
· Satan

· worldly influences

· people who are false teachers
· people who want to harm us, prey upon us

· tragic events

In what kinds of things do people look for security today?

· accumulated financial abundance

· science, technology

· relationships

· power, political influence

Certainly this kind of security can be easily lost.

( The security provided by Jesus is forever!
4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Be assured of the loving care of Jesus, our Good Shepherd

· Thank Him for His provision

· Submit to His leadership – tell Him so today

· Trust in His sufficiency

4.2 Consider how well Jesus really knows you – think of what an encouragement and assurance that is
· He knows your problems

· He wants to communicate with you – to listen to you , to talk to you

4.3 Be involved in reaching out to those “other sheep”

· in a sense, you are one of those other sheep

· participate in international missions outreach (prayer, giving, even going)

· participate in local outreach (FAITH programs)

4.4 When you or someone you love faces one of those blank sign posts in life, wondering which way to turn, go to your Good Shepherd for guidance

· pray about the decision making process

· seek God's Word for principles to apply

4.5 Depend on God's protection from those people or influences who attack our faith, our relationship with the Good Shepherd

· God's power is at work

· Depend on our Good Shepherd for security, not human efforts
You might distribute pieces of paper for class members to draw their own pictures depicting what they think love is.  Display for all to see
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