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The Promise of Deliverance



1. Motivate

When you go to a smorgasbord or a buffet, what food there tempts you to eat the most?

· chicken

· shrimp

· egg rolls

· cookies

· desserts

· the rolls

· sweet and sour pork

· ice cream

· omelets 

When it comes to temptation in general, what kinds of things tempt adults in our society today?

· quest for material things

· wrong relationships

· involvement in pornography

· improper expression of anger

· wasting time on entertainment

· gambling

· substance abuse (over eating, tobacco, alcohol, drugs)

2. Transition

Today ( we are seeking scriptural answers to the question of how to deal with temptation

· at the buffet

· as well as temptation in general

3. Bible Study

3.1 Assume Responsibility

Listen for the steps that describe how temptation and sin work in a person’s life.

James 1:13-15 When tempted, no one should say, "God is tempting me." For God cannot be tempted by evil, nor does he tempt anyone;  [14] but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged away and enticed.  [15] Then, after desire has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, gives birth to death.  

According to this passage, who do we sometimes blame for our temptations? ( God

Why do we want to blame God

· then it’s not our fault

· we don’t want to be held accountable

· easy to blame someone we cannot see but we know has power

· we have wrong concepts of God

Why can we not blame God

· God is not, himself, tempted by evil

· His whole being is totally the opposite of evil, cannot stand the presence of sin

· God would not desire for anyone else to do evil

· God does not tempt anyone

In verse 12 James says, “Blessed is the man who perseveres under trial, because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown of life that God has promised to those who love him.”

Does God send a test or a trial?

What do you think is the difference between a temptation and a test?

	Temptation
	Test

	· situation where you are being persuaded to do wrong

· Not from God

· potential to end up at odds with God – out of fellowship
	· situation which challenges your faith, your trust in God

· opportunity to strengthen your faith

· can result in being a stronger Christian

· Opportunity to learn God's strength, faithfulness, power in your life


What then (according to our passage) is the source of temptations?

· tempted by one’s own evil desire

· dragged away (from doing right), enticed

What are some synonyms of “entice”?  What other words are used in translations you have?

· attract

· tempt

· lure

· persuade

· inveigle

· beguile

These are words from the realm of trapping or fishing – Satan is trying to do this to us

Note the sequence of events

1. The person is enticed, lured

2. Desire is conceived

3. Gives birth to sin

4. Full grown sin gives birth to death!

( When we fall to temptations, we have no one else to blame but ourselves 

( We must take the responsibility of dealing with those acts of sin

( We must learn to make the right choices – with God's help !

3.2 Be on Guard

Listen for four sinful actions Israel committed that Paul warned his readers to guard against.

1 Cor. 10:6-12 Now these things occurred as examples to keep us from setting our hearts on evil things as they did.  [7] Do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written: "The people sat down to eat and drink and got up to indulge in pagan revelry."  [8] We should not commit sexual immorality, as some of them did--and in one day twenty-three thousand of them died.  [9] We should not test the Lord, as some of them did--and were killed by snakes.  [10] And do not grumble, as some of them did--and were killed by the destroying angel.  [11] These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of the ages has come.  [12] So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall!  

What were the four sinful actions that Paul cites as examples for us? What were the results?

	Sinful Action
	Result

	worshiping idols –pagan revelry
	3000 people died (Ex. 32:28)

	sexual immorality
	23,000 died

	tested the Lord
	killed by snakes

	grumbled
	killed by a destroying angel


Consider the same categories in today’s culture – how are we tempted in these same areas?

Worshiping Idols

· not necessarily with images to which we bow down

· rather things to which we become “servants”

· elements of our lives which have the priority of our time, our money our resources

· things which are more important to us than God

· material goods, sports, hobbies, relationships, power, our jobs

· basically all the things we originally listed as temptations

Sexual Immorality

· pornography on the internet, other sources

· illicit relationships

· even elements of entertainment – and not just in movie theaters

· note the tragic results of AIDS and broken homes

Testing God

· provoking God by a lack of faith in difficult times

· speak against spiritual leadership (God and Moses)

· reject God's working in our lives

· give up trusting Him

· become bitter against God, blaming Him

Grumbling

· continuous talk amongst ourselves about how bad things are

· focus on the bad things, not on God's goodness and love

· communicating to others our ill feelings, spreading dissent

· attributing to God the reason for bad things, the lack of good things

Consider verse  12 –  So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don't fall!  

How would you explain this to someone else using today’s language?

· pride comes before a fall

· what goes around comes around

· don’t get too big for your own britches

· don’t think you’re so hot

· just when you think you have it made, you could mess up

· if you depend on your own strength, you could fail

3.3 Claim God's Promise

Listen for what God does for us when we are tempted.

1 Cor. 10:13 No temptation has seized you except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it.  

What kinds of situations make us think that we might be the only person ever to be tempted in a certain way?  

· no one else has the same relatives I have

· I’m just a different person from everyone else, I’ve got my own set of problems

· no one really knows how I feel down deep inside

Paul says in this passage that every temptation is common to someone else – no one can ever say they’re the only one to have such an experience.

Why is that encouraging?

· if someone else had that temptation and made it through, maybe I can also

· we are not struggling alone

· someone else knows how I feel and can pray for me, or at least sympathize

What do you think is meant by the verse which says, “God will provide a way out.”?

· an alternative choice will become available, even obvious

· God will give strength to say “no”

· God will provide someone to encourage, to counsel, to support in prayer

· Even if you think you are about to fail, God is there with an escape

· When you face a certain fall, God will catch you

Note how this is an opposite statement from verse 12.  

( You should neither think you are too strong, nor too weak

· If you think you can handle it on your own, you could fail

· When you feel you cannot handle it, God provides an out

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Ask yourself, “Who do I blame when I succumb to temptation?”

· God?
· Satan?
· the temptation itself?
( Understand that it is you who makes the choice whether or not to yield

4.2 Consider what are some of the temptations that abound around you.  

· Remember that flirting with temptation and emerging unscathed is a dangerous delusion

· Ask God to help you beware of any temptation to sin against the Lord

· Be especially aware of the areas of idolatry

4.3 What is one temptation that particularly troubles you?

· Claim God's promise of deliverance

· Thank Him for the way of escape

· Pray for one another – things that you struggle with can be some of the same things others struggle with
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