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The Person of Christmas



1. Motivate

The story is told of a professional golfer who on the first tee was just into his backswing when a dog ran in front of him.  Naturally he lost his concentration an stopped his swing.  Everyone laughed and he joked that his opponent had probably sent the dog.  Then with his concentration regained, he hit a great drive to start his round.  If he had tried to hit the ball without the necessary focus, he would probably have made a bad shot.

Consider what are some factors that cause people to lose their spiritual focus at Christmas?

· shopping

· making sure everyone has something – and that it equal

· paying for the gifts

· when the displays and commercials start before Halloween, even

· materialism

· making sure no one is slighted by not sending them a card

· reading those cards from people whose kids and grandkids are perfect and are all becoming lawyers, doctors, and Indian chiefs

· some office parties go a little overboard

· too many showings of “It’s a Wonderful Life”

2. Transition

Today ( we want to look at how we can stay focused on The Person of Christmas.

3. Bible Study

3.1 The Momentous Event

Listen for the difficulties involved in this trip.

Luke 2:4-7 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he belonged to the house and line of David.  [5] He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child.  [6] While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born,  [7] and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  

What were the difficulties involved in this trip?

· travel, in general would have been tough (90 miles, up hill, trip of 3 – 4 days)

· Mary is 9 months pregnant

· no place to stay when they get there

· Baby decides to be born away from home

Actually, only the husband was required to go for the census registration – what are some possible reasons why Mary accompanied Joseph?

· just wanted to be with him

· people back home were talking about the less than 9 month bride being pregnant

· they might have decided to move there

· Joseph wanted to protect her from the talk

What are some things that are incongruous about the birth of the King of Kings?

· born of very poor parents

· born in what appeared to be questionable circumstances

· born in a very poor location

· might make modern ob-gyn folks nervous about the lack of facilities, cleanliness

· born in a small, inconsequential town

· very few people were aware of the events of that night

If the birth of Jesus was so momentous, why was He born in such humble circumstances?

· consistent with the Servant role of Jesus

· everything about Jesus would be miraculous

· His virgin birth, his conception

· His divinity/humanity combination (incarnation)

· His ministry

· His resurrection

· It showed his identification with all men

· It underlined the humanity of Jesus – there is no question of his humanity – he was not plunked down in a palace as a special grown up envoy of deity

What impresses you the most about the circumstances of Jesus birth?

· virgin birth

· he left heaven to become a man

· he limited himself to becoming a baby – did he limit his understanding, his ability to talk, to reason as a child 

· how conscious was he of his deity when he was 1, 2, 3, …

· he submitted to the authority of parents, even when he knew he was deity
(what if he had to endure a spanking – though undeserved)

( He loved us enough to come and live in the squalor of a middle eastern village, knowing that one day he would endure a tortured death 

3.2 The Glorious Good News

Listen for evidence that the news the shepherds received was glorious and good.

Luke 2:8-14 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night.  [9] An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified.  [10] But the angel said to them, "Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  [11] Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord.  [12] This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger."  [13] Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying,  [14]   "Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests."

Suppose you were a shepherd outside of Bethlehem some 2000 years ago … you’ve got the sheep settled down, you’re taking turns being on watch against predatory animals and thieves … a brilliant light appears in the sky.  What are some possible responses?

· run away fast

· dive under something to hide

· gather the sheep – don’t want a stampede

· try to wake up from your bad dream

· try to figure out what it is

List words of encouragement and celebration that appear in the angel’s announcement

· don’t be afraid

· I bring you good news of great joy

· the good news is for all the people

· a Savior has been born to you today

· He is the Messiah, the Lord

· Here’s how you’ll know it is him …

· A great angel choir appeared praising God, pronouncing peace to men

Why do you think God chose to reveal the birth of the Son of God to mere shepherds? (They were not considered high society – couldn’t even act as a witness in the courts)

· they were the ones present, nearby

· Jesus came to minister to and to provide salvation for all men – all sinners – these were about as common folk as existed

· could be some significance about Jesus being referred to eventually as the “Good Shepherd”

· God was trying to show that His Son came not for the high and mighty but for the poor and lowly

· Some folks considered shepherds as dishonest sinners (and Jews) – that’s exactly who Jesus came to help

· The wise men who came were pagan Gentiles – also the folks that Jesus came to help

( Jesus came for the rich and the poor, for the Jews and the Gentiles

How does God's sending the Christ Child bring peace?

· peace with God when we receive His salvation provided by Jesus

· peace with our own selves

· peace with each other 

3.3 The Joyous Celebration

Listen for words and phrases that indicate joyous celebration surrounding Jesus’ birth.

Luke 2:15-20 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, "Let's go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about."  [16] So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger.  [17] When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child,  [18] and all who heard it were amazed at what the shepherds said to them.  [19] But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart.  [20] The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told.  

List the words and phrases that have to do with joyous celebration and excitement
· shepherds decide to go see what they had heard about

· they hurried

· they visited with Mary, Joseph, and Baby Jesus

· they spread the word about what they had heard and seen

· people were amazed
· they glorified and praised God

· Mary treasured and pondered all the events

Why do you think the shepherds told the people of Bethlehem?

· was so exciting, they couldn’t keep it to themselves

· too good of a secret to keep

· not much good happens to shepherds, when it does, it’s worth telling

How does celebrating Jesus birth bring you joy?

· the beauty of the music which declares the birth of Jesus

· the Truth about who Jesus and what He has done

· the reminder of His humanity

· the Power of God to accomplish His redemption of mankind in this way

Note that the shepherds were the first to tell the Good News of the coming of Jesus!

· they were thrilled and excited

· probably, you couldn’t have shut them up

( The same should be true of our knowledge of Jesus, our Savior

· we should have similar thrill and excitement about knowing who He is

· about knowing what He has done
( We should be just as hard to shut up in our praise and joy of knowing Him!!!

What are some ways we can specifically praise God for the gift of His Son as we celebrate Christmas this year?

· daily tell God your thanks and your praise

· participation in outreach ministries which bring God's Joy to others

· share the Christmas story to children, grandchildren

· work to focus your attention on the birth of the Savior, instead of all the other things which cause us to lose focus

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Ask God to help you focus on Jesus, not other things

· evaluate your time and energy and resources spent on other things

· memorize the Christmas story from Luke 2 (get a young child to help you!)

4.2 Make a Christmas gift which will help spread the Good News

· a gift to foreign missions

· a gift to local outreach ministries

· Bible Story books for youngsters

4.3 Ask God to help your celebration of His coming to earth be a year round activity
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