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The Good News: the Family’s Message



1. Motivate

Consider the following family names … what are they famous for?

· Rockefeller ( wealth

· Kennedy ( politics

· Hearst ( newspapers, infamous kidnapped daughter

Let’s try it the other way … what family names might be associated with certain subjects?

· Large earthmoving machinery ( LeTourneau

· Texas politicians who became president ( Bush

· Christian faith and service ( Graham

· Famous missionaries ( Judson, Goforth, (Nate) Saint,  …

	2. Transition

· We are often challenged as individuals to be witnesses

· We know churches are to have an outreach ministry

But … Consider the influence and impact a family can have in their neighborhood

( Today we look at a family in the New Testament who came to salvation in Christ together and reached out to others together
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3. Bible Study

3.1 Seeking God as a Family

Listen for phrases which indicate Cornelius and his family were seeking God.

Acts 10:1-5 At Caesarea there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion in what was known as the Italian Regiment.  [2] He and all his family were devout and God-fearing; he gave generously to those in need and prayed to God regularly.  [3] One day at about three in the afternoon he had a vision. He distinctly saw an angel of God, who came to him and said, "Cornelius!"  [4] Cornelius stared at him in fear. "What is it, Lord?" he asked. The angel answered, "Your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering before God.  [5] Now send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon who is called Peter.  

First of all, what do we learn about Cornelius and his profession?

· military man – a man of authority

· Roman, thus a gentile

· lived in gentile area (Caesarea, the city)

What do we learn about Cornelius and his family seeking God?

· devout

· God-fearing

· gave generously to those in need

· prayed to God regularly

· he listened to and obeyed the instructions given him by an angel

What limitations can we infer about his religious practice

· had  not become a Jew 

· his religious experience was limited to fear (reverence) of Jehovah, worshiping Him, and keeping the Jewish moral laws

· had not been circumcised, did not keep Jewish ceremonial laws

· thus was not a proselyte who had officially become a Jew

What does the angel tell Cornelius?

· your prayers and gifts to the poor have come up as a memorial offering before God

· Send men to Joppa to bring back a man named Simon Peter

What do you think he might have been praying for – right then and previously over the weeks and months leading up to this event?

· prayer of worship, adoration

· family concerns (military family stress)

· wisdom for his job

· asking God for inner peace, fulfillment, meaning

( Of course his basic need was salvation in Jesus Christ

Why would God want a man (Peter) to tell Cornelius about salvation? The angel was there, he knew the facts – why couldn’t the angel communicate that body of Truth?

· angel had not experienced salvation

· Peter had experienced God's forgiveness and power

· It is God's intent that men communicate the salvation message – hence the great commandment

Note the King James rendering of verse 2 A devout man, and one that feared God with all his house, which gave much alms to the people, and prayed to God always.  

Who would have been included in “all his house”?

· wife

· children

· servants

· immediate military aides

( As a man whose job was to be in charge of others, no doubt this carried over into his family … he was the key person in leading his household to seek God

3.2 Reaching Friends and Relatives  

Listen for how Cornelius prepared for Peter’s visit to his home.

Acts 10:23-24 … The next day Peter started out with them, and some of the brothers from Joppa went along.  [24] The following day he arrived in Caesarea. Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and close friends.  … 33 So I sent for you immediately, and it was good of you to come. Now we are all here in the presence of God to listen to everything the Lord has commanded you to tell us."  

What was unusual about Peter’s willingness to visit Cornelius and his family?

· they were gentiles

· this was gentile country

· this was a Roman, an invader to their land

· God had to rattle Peter’s cage, get his attention to convince him

· Deep seated tradition and prejudice had to be overcome

· This was a very strategic and pivotal point in God's overall plan

How did Cornelius prepare for Peter’s visit

· anticipated that Peter would come … never any doubt

· called together relatives

· called in close friends

· prepared them to be ready to hear an important message

What could have been some barriers Cornelius had to overcome to make these invitations?

· the opinions of fellow officers

· maybe his wife and kids were not overly thrilled about all of this, he would have been ordering them to be there despite their own desires

· he was undoubtedly a busy man – how much time could they spare for a traveling Jewish/Christian religious speaker

· he may have been putting his career in jeopardy

· he could have made himself unpopular at the officers’ club with other military families

· might have been a lot of raised eyebrows among his lower ranks

What barriers do we have to overcome to be a testimony to friends and family?

· they are busy

· they have their own agenda – sports, jobs, family activities

· we don’t want to seem like a fanatic

· we think that repeated invitations  will drive others away

· we hardly know our neighbors

· they are so different than we are … they would never understand

· “I could never invite someone of that race!”

Why is family hospitality important in seeking to reach friends and relatives with the good news of the Gospel?

· the testimony of someone you know is more effective than that from a stranger

· people feel more comfortable in the hospitality of your home or as a result of your personal invitation

· when people know you personally, they can see the difference that Christ has made in your life

· hopefully it is not a confrontational setting (as people might feel about a church meeting)

3.3 Telling the Good News

Listen for the important lesson that Peter had learned already in this experience.

Acts 10:34-36 Then Peter began to speak: "I now realize how true it is that God does not show favoritism  [35] but accepts men from every nation who fear him and do what is right.  [36] You know the message God sent to the people of Israel, telling the good news of peace through Jesus Christ, who is Lord of all.  … 43 "We are witnesses of everything he did in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They killed him by hanging him on a tree,  [40] but God raised him from the dead on the third day and caused him to be seen.  [41] He was not seen by all the people, but by witnesses whom God had already chosen--by us who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead.  [42] He commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the one whom God appointed as judge of the living and the dead.  [43] All the prophets testify about him that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness of sins through his name."  

What had God taught Peter early on in this sequence of events?

· God does not show favoritism (for the Jews)

· God accepts men of all nationalities, all races

· God invites men who fear/reverence him and want to do the right thing

· God offers message of Jesus’ work of redemption to all men (both Jews and Gentiles)

Consider the fact that some people might feel that God would never forgive them … why might they hold to that idea?

· they’ve done something really bad

· they have repeatedly been told they are bad and now believe it

· they cannot love themselves or forgive themselves, why should or how could God?

How does the Truth of Peter’s message, the Good News of salvation counter that belief?

· God accepts men of all situations

· God offers the reality of redemption (freedom from sin’s penalty and power) to all men
· The reality is that we are all sinners – God does not look at levels of sinfulness, it is a true or false situation – you have been redeemed or you are condemned 

· It was accomplished by the death and resurrection of Jesus

· It is made effective by your confession, repentance, acceptance of Christ’s provision

What relevance would Peter’s new understanding have for us?

· most of us here in SS are gentiles

· God wanted to provide his salvation for us as well as the nation of Israel
(ironically it is now the modern nation of Israel who needs to realize God's redemption)

· we are called to communicate this to all peoples … 

· our neighbors (as  families)

· the peoples of our community (whether they are like us or different)

· people of other cultures within our nation

· people of other nationalities around the world

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Discuss with your family ways in which you can reach out with neighbors with the Good News

· invite them to the revival

· give them a copy of a Scripture paraphrase, tell them you’ll be back to ask them of their opinion

· bring them to a SS class or a party

4.2 Pray for families in our church who are strategically placed (neighborhood, age of children, schools, etc.) to be special “ambassadors” for Jesus

· making contacts

· actions of ministry, help

· invitations to their homes

· influence on children’s playmates

4.3 Open your home for a week day Bible club (Child Evangelism, etc.)

4.4 Follow the example of Cornelius who realized the importance of the Gospel message and made sure friends and family were in place to hear it all
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