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The Challenge of Christmas



1. Motivate

Judging by amount of time spent, what tasks take a high priority during Christmas season?

· cleaning up

· watching football

· preparing meal

· traveling

· visiting, talking with family

· church musical preparation

· shopping

· going to parties

· church program

2. Transition

Why is it difficult for believers to keep Jesus as the number one priority in their lives on a daily basis?

· time required to work

· family concerns

· just too busy 

· some might find it hard to make the application or connection between Jesus and daily living

( We celebrate Jesus birth at Christmas time … we need to learn how to celebrate our relationship with Jesus as the most important thing in our lives … all day … every day!

3. Bible Study

3.1 Glorying in Christ

Listen for advantages and achievements about which Paul could have bragged.

Philip. 3:1-6 Finally, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord! It is no trouble for me to write the same things to you again, and it is a safeguard for you.  [2] Watch out for those dogs, those men who do evil, those mutilators of the flesh.  [3] For it is we who are the circumcision, we who worship by the Spirit of God, who glory in Christ Jesus, and who put no confidence in the flesh--  [4] though I myself have reasons for such confidence. If anyone else thinks he has reasons to put confidence in the flesh, I have more:  [5] circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee;  [6] as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for legalistic righteousness, faultless.  

How did Paul describe the folks he was warning against?

· dogs

· men who do evil

· mutilators of the flesh

What were these Judiazers advocating?

· must follow Jewish laws, practices to be a Christian

· were adding works to faith in Christ alone

How would these things contrast to “Rejoice in the Lord” and “glorying in Christ?”

· you end up rejoicing in your own good deeds

· God is not glorified

· (sinful) self is glorified

Who, then, are the “circumcision”?

· believers in Christ, Christians

· those who worship by the Spirit of God

· those who glory in Christ Jesus

· they put no confidence in the flesh

What did Paul mean about “confidence in the flesh?”

· depending on what you did to please God

· specifically the rite of circumcision, a physical, fleshly action

· could also include being born as a Jew

Paul gives reasons for why, if any one could, he could put confidence in the flesh – list those qualifications in two categories.

	Received at Birth
	Achieved through effort

	· circumcised on 8th day

· born a Jew

· of the faithful tribe of Benjamin

· a Hebrew of the Hebrews
	· earned title of Pharisee

· zealous

· persecuted the church (fanatically religious)

· legalistically faultless


What would be the advantages and disadvantages of a good Christian heritage in America today?

	Advantages
	Disadvantages

	· opportunity to hear the Gospel at an early age

· as a child you receive the benefit of parents who love and serve Jesus

· learn to praise and worship Jesus

· protected from the more gross sins of our society

· learn by example how to trust God in both good times and bad
	· Christian things can become too common

· may take advantages for granted

· if over emphasized, some children may rebel

· may substitute Christian activities for faith in Christ


How do we counteract those disadvantages – to keep a strong and good Christian heritage a positive and healthy thing in the life of children and grandchildren?

· use a balanced approach

· make Christ the center of your own life, teach by your life, by the way you live

· pray lots … for your (grand)children, for their friends, for their future spouses

· expose them to healthy Christian activities (youth group activities, FCA, etc.)

· encourage and help them go to church camp, mission trips, etc.

· affirm their activities in choirs, sports, etc.

When young people see God at work in our lives, when they see us glorifying in Christ and not taking false pride in what we do ( then they will learn to do likewise

3.2 Making Christ Life’s Priority

Listen for phrases which indicate Paul’s desire to make Christ his life’s priority.

Philip. 3:7-11 But whatever was to my profit I now consider loss for the sake of Christ.  [8] What is more, I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them rubbish, that I may gain Christ  [9] and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ--the righteousness that comes from God and is by faith.  [10] I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,  [11] and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.  

What phrases did you find in the passage that indicated Paul’s desire to make Christ his life’s priority?

· some things were profit or gain or credit with God

· now they are loss, or debit, rubbish

· everything is a loss when compared to knowing Christ 

· knowing Christ surpasses all else in it’s greatness

What did Paul lose when he chose to follow Christ?

· position as a Pharisee, as one of the Sanhedrin

· official backing of religious leaders of Jerusalem

· relatively easy life

· freedom (he was put in prison)

· safety (he was beaten, chased out of town, shipwrecked)

What do some believers set aside to make Jesus most important in their lives?

· financial gain when it is in conflict with Christian principles

· family approval

· safety when God calls someone to serve Him in some ministries

· set aside our own choices, submitting to God's choices for us

· popularity (important to young people)

Consider Martin … he loves Christmas time.  He collects toys for needy children, delivers food to homebound people, installs outside Christmas decorations for elderly widows and plays Santa Clause for a nearby elementary school.  After the Christmas season, however, Martin does little that shows Christ is important in his life.

What is right and wrong about Martin’s attitude and actions?

	Right
	Wrong

	· helps people

· serves people in variety of ways

· gives of many different resources (time, money, energy)
	· some how thinks Christmas is enough

· seems wrapped up in Christmas, just to generate his own Christmas spirit

· lack of priority for Christ, instead puts priority on seasonal actions


What evidence will be in a Christian’s life that knowing Jesus is a priority?

· time spent regularly in studying what God says in His word

· considers resources to belong to God, does not grasp them as one’s own

· involved in regular individual and group worship

· involved in reaching out to others in service and with the gospel message

· other things (activities, opportunities) get set aside to be involved in what God wants in one’s life

3.3 Moving Toward God's Goal

What phrases in this passage indicate that Paul was moving towards God's goal?

Philip. 3:12-14 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already been made perfect, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me.  [13] Brothers, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead,  [14] I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.  

Paul previously stated that he could brag if he chose, what does he say here that reiterates that he is not bragging?

· haven’t yet obtained all this

· not already been made perfect

· haven’t yet taken hold of it

List the phrases that indicate Paul was moving towards God's goal.

· I press on … toward the goal to win the prize

· I work to take hold of that which Christ has for me

· I forget what is behind

· straining towards what is ahead

What do you think Paul was trying to forget?

· the persecuting he did

· his fleshly efforts to please God

· works of the flesh

· failures, mistakes, sins

What kinds of things hinder believers from pursuing “that for which Christ took hold of” them” … things we need to forget as we seek to grow spiritually in the coming year?

· past failures

· idols in our lives

· issues, interests, activities which tend to drag us down in our spiritual “race”

How do we put the past behind us, how do we get rid of these things which hinder us?

· confession

· gratefully thank God for His forgiveness

· claim His promises to forgive (1 John 1:9)

· receive His enabling through the Holy Spirit to live a righteous life, full of the fruit of the Spirit

What is the prize that Christians are striving to obtain?

· intimate fellowship with Christ

· future glorification with Him

· becoming like Christ more and more

· knowing Jesus as Lord of our lives … continuously

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 As a devotional exercise …

· list things you have given up to follow Christ

· determine if the losses you experienced were worth the benefits you gained

( Thank God for the many benefits you have experienced from knowing Him

4.2 Ask God to show you attitudes and actions which are not demonstrating Jesus as the highest priority in your life – things which are dragging you down, keeping you from reaching the goal Christ has for you

· confess those as sin … agree with God that they are wrong

· receive God's promised forgiveness

· receive the empowering of God's Holy Spirit within you to enable you to put Jesus as the top priority in your life
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