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Take Hold of Usefulness

1. Motivate

List some kitchen tools or implements?  What multiple uses does each have?
· Spoon: stirring, serving, dipping

· Knife: cutting, opening those seals, prying, peeling, slicing, dicing

· Spatula: lifting, turning, pressing

· tongs: grab, lift, turn, pinch

What are some things you have used some of these for different from its normal usage?

· use wooden spoon to strike with, to hold open a window, to mix paint

· use knife to pry out a nail or as a screwdriver, to weed the garden

· use spatula to swat at a bug

2. Transition

Paul suggested to Timothy that Christians are like tools.

Today ( we will be challenged to present ourselves as useful tools or instruments in God’s plan.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Be Approved, Not Ashamed
Listen for the results of quarreling about words.
2 Tim. 2:14-19 (NIV)    Keep reminding them of these things. Warn them before God against quarreling about words; it is of no value, and only ruins those who listen. [15] Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a workman who does not need to be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth. [16] Avoid godless chatter, because those who indulge in it will become more and more ungodly. [17] Their teaching will spread like gangrene. Among them are Hymenaeus and Philetus, [18] who have wandered away from the truth. They say that the resurrection has already taken place, and they destroy the faith of some. [19] Nevertheless, God's solid foundation stands firm, sealed with this inscription: "The Lord knows those who are his," and, "Everyone who confesses the name of the Lord must turn away from wickedness." 

What are the results of quarreling about words and involvement in godless chatter?

· it is of no value

· it ruins those who listen

· such people end up being more and more ungodly

· the teaching spreads like a disease

· they end up wandering away from the truth

· destroys people’s faith

What were some of the things they argued about, according to this passage?

· the resurrection had already taken place

What are some of the hottest topics of arguments in churches today?

· the color of the carpet/walls/pew cushions

· should the piano be on the right or the left on the platform (should it even be on the platform?)

· there’s too many/not enough worship choruses

· the instruments play too loud/soft – and why do we need drums on the platform?

· the music director always has the same people do special music

· the sermons are too negative/soft

What are some of the motives behind these arguments?

· people want things to go the way they like them to go

· no one else is going to tell me how I should sing/teach/dress

· arrogance

· defiance

· selfishness

Instead of getting involved in these arguments and motives, what did Paul tell Timothy to strive for?

· present yourself to God as an approved workman

· correctly handle the Word of Truth

· build on the solid foundation of God’s Word, God’s Truth

· turn from wickedness, point others in the same direction

How do we become workmen approved by God?

· live according to the teachings of God’s Word

· communicate not your own opinions, but the Truth of God’s Word

· immerse yourself in that Truth … reading, thinking about, applying God’s Word to your own life

· don’t pursue the approval of other people above  the approval of God

· keep the main thing, the main thing … involvement in ministry, not in arguing the minutia of how someone or other ought to live their own life

How do you think that properly handling (dividing) God’s Word make us useful?

· it is the Truth in God’s word that really changes people (as applied by the Holy Spirit)

· recall the parable of the sower … the seed took root on good ground … we may need to prepare the ground 

· you must study God’s Word to know what to communicate

· when we are reading and heading God’s Word in our own lives, we will be more useful because we are obeying and applying it

( Handle yourself and God’s Word very carefully

3.2 Be Special, Not Ordinary
Listen for the contrast of two kinds of household furnishings.
2 Tim. 2:20-21 (NIV)    In a large house there are articles not only of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay; some are for noble purposes and some for ignoble. [21] If a man cleanses himself from the latter, he will be an instrument for noble purposes, made holy, useful to the Master and prepared to do any good work. 

Paul contrasts two kinds of household containers … let’s list the characteristics as described by Paul.
	· articles of gold and silver

· used for noble purposes
	· articles of wood and clay

· used for ignoble purposes

	List examples for each category

	· serving dishes

· a vase for flowers

· a decorative container

· a crystal drinking glass/goblet
	· a clay flower pot

· plastic picnic-ware

· a bowl where we throw our change or car keys

· an umbrella stand

· your favorite coffee mug


What were Paul’s instructions concerning this example of  contrasts?

· cleanse yourself from being an ignoble “vessel”

· allow God to make you holy (separate)

· allow God to make you useful to Him

· being cleansed, you are prepared for good work

What positions in the church do people often view as the “fine china” positions?

· chairman of an important committee

· soloists in the choir

· head of a deacon board

· officer or teacher in a Sunday School class

· a job of responsibility such as a treasurer

Paul probably did not mean we are to avoid ordinary jobs and strive for these “fine china” positions … what do you think he really meant?

· the emphasis is on cleansing, allowing God to rid your life of negative influences

· when your life is rid of sinful tendencies, you are more useful to Him

· you don’t have the distractions of sin to keep you from more significant service

· a maintenance person who loves Jesus dearly and does his or her job to Glorify the Lord is more useful to God than a haughty soloist or worship team leader

Paul emphasized this cleansing for the purpose of becoming a more useful vessel … how does this cleansing happen?

· being sensitive to the convicting/convincing work of the Holy Spirit

· being quick to confess and repent of sin as revealed to you

· obedience to, submission to God’s influence in your life

· depending on the empowering of God’s Spirit instead of depending on self

· being careful how you choose to spend your time and your resources

3.3 Be Wise, Not Foolish
Listen for things Timothy was encouraged to pursue and things from which to flee.
2 Tim. 2:22-26 (NIV)  Flee the evil desires of youth, and pursue righteousness, faith, love and peace, along with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. [23] Don't have anything to do with foolish and stupid arguments, because you know they produce quarrels. [24] And the Lord's servant must not quarrel; instead, he must be kind to everyone, able to teach, not resentful. [25] Those who oppose him he must gently instruct, in the hope that God will grant them repentance leading them to a knowledge of the truth, [26] and that they will come to their senses and escape from the trap of the devil, who has taken them captive to do his will. 
List things to pursue, things to flee.

	Things to pursue
	Things to flee

	· righteousness

· faith

· love

· peace

· kindness

· teachable
	· evil desires (passions) of youth

· foolish, stupid arguments, 

· quarrels

· resentfulness


We usually consider “evil desires” or “youthful passions” to have to have sexual or physical implications … what other kinds of passions or desires do young adults have?
· desire for material goods

· want to be in charge, powerful, influential

· popularity (socially, in sports)

· immersion in entertainment – sports, hobbies, movies, home entertainment 

How can these kind of passions or desires make one useless at any age?

· these things become idols in your life

· they are more important than knowing and serving the Lord

· they use up your resources (finances, time, energy, skills) which could be used for Kingdom ministries
· they rob you of the inclination to pursue the positive things Paul lists

· you fall into the trap of the devil

· Satan takes you captive to do his will

How do the things in the “pursue” list make us useful to God?

· these are qualities that enable us to better minister to others

· we are motivated to help others instead of pampering our own selves

· we demonstrate the same attitude that Jesus had – desire to do good for others, with no guarantee or necessity for reciprocity on their part

· remember the saying, to have JOY, put Jesus first, Others second, Yourself last

· you are directed by and empowered by God, to do His will
4. Application

4.1 Consider what you are currently pursuing or fleeing in the lists we just compiled

· do your pursuits make you useful to God or head you in the useless direction

· ask God to reveal to you your attitudes and motives in the way you spend your time and other resources

4.2 Think of an area of work in your church that may be suffering from lack of people to complete the task

· Realize that in many churches 20% of the people do 80% of the work

· Those who work hard often burn out carrying that load

· evaluate your own life … are you part of the 80% not doing the work

· if so, pray about your level of involvement

· consider stepping out to participate in a new ministry

4.3 Consider ways in which you might need cleansing to become a more useful and special “vessel” for Him
· what cleansing might you need?

· what rearranging of your priorities might God want you to make?

· do you need to be more aware of, more involved in, more sensitive to the Truth of God’s Word on a daily basis?

3

