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Steadfast Faithfulness

1. Motivate

What are some things that you hate or dislike?
· warm cold drinks, lukewarm hot drinks

· noisy neighbors in an apartment

· telemarketers calling at mealtime

· bratty kids in a restaurant

· that take-all fungus in my yard

· starting a car when it’s 20 below zero

· getting into a parked car when it is 105 above zero

2. Transition

Jesus talked about people who hated Him and who would hate His followers.
( Today we look at how to react, how to deal with those situations.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Hated by the World
Listen for reasons why the world hates Christ.
John 15:18-25 (NIV)  "If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. [19] If you belonged to the world, it would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of the world. That is why the world hates you. [20] Remember the words I spoke to you: 'No servant is greater than his master.' If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. [21] They will treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the One who sent me. [22] If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin. Now, however, they have no excuse for their sin. [23] He who hates me hates my Father as well. [24] If I had not done among them what no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin. But now they have seen these miracles, and yet they have hated both me and my Father. [25] But this is to fulfill what is written in their Law: 'They hated me without reason.' 

Jesus mentions the “world” – who is this?
· unbelievers

· people who reject God, reject God’s Truth

· people without a biblical mindset

Let’s list reasons given here that the world will hate Jesus’ followers.

· hated Christ first

· you don’t belong to the world, you are not one of their own

· God chose you out of the world
· because of the name of Jesus

· they don’t know God the Father who sent Jesus, the Son

· they have been confronted with the reality of their sin … they didn’t want to hear it

· Jesus notes that none of these are legitimate reasons … they are really excuses
· A (scary) quote from a haranguing anti-Bible blog comment, “I’m in Divinity School and I dreaded my Hebrew Bible and New Testament courses because the Bible gets on my last nerve” 

What connection is there between knowledge of one’s sin and hatred and persecution of Christ and His followers?
· people don’t like to be told they are wrong

· they like to think they are pretty nice folks

· I don’t murder, steal, beat my wife, nor kick my dog … and you dare to call me a sinner?

· if you continue to hold to that opinion, them’s fightin’ words

If you were one of Jesus’ twelve disciples, how would you have responded to His warning about the world’s hatred?
· that explains why the Pharisees give us a hard time

· but Jesus has done only good things … healing, teaching about doing good and repenting from bad … what’s to hate about that?

· it doesn’t sound too promising for the future

How does the world (in Western culture) today hate the followers of Jesus?

· in our country they put us down in the media and in certain political circles

· entertainment industry makes fun of Christians
· we are called “fundies” and “Bible thumping maniacs”
· intellectuals and humanists disregard scriptural principles
· gay rights openly oppose Christian values
How about foreign cultures … how do they hate the followers of Jesus?

· make laws against Christianity

· totally cut themselves off from family members who accept Christ

· physically attack, even kill Christians

· declare war on other nations who consider themselves Christian

· boycott the business of a new believer

· deny them jobs or advancements in the jobs they do hold

· their government gives them unfavorable treatment in the courts

Why is it encouraging or discouraging to hear the warning Jesus gives here?

	Discouraging
	Encouraging

	· I don’t like this kind of trouble

· it’s not fair to be hated this way

· we don’t deserve this kind of treatment

· why do the laws protect or favor the unbeliever?

· those people are the one that are in the wrong, not me
	· it has nothing to do with me, personally

· it is because of who Jesus is (who lives within me)

· they hated Jesus too … doesn’t seem too bad to be placed in the same category


3.2 Testifying for Jesus
Listen for the identification of a counselor that Jesus promised would come.
John 15:26-27 (NIV)  "When the Counselor comes, whom I will send to you from the Father, the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father, he will testify about me. [27] And you also must testify, for you have been with me from the beginning. 

Who is the Counselor Jesus describes?
· the Spirit of truth

· God’s Holy Spirit (the Holy Ghost)

The Greek word used for counselor has to do with one who “comes along side.” When you hire a counselor, what kind of service do you anticipate?  How will they come alongside?
· give good advice

· be with you in a stressful or complicated situation

· be an expert in the field for which he/she counsels

· represent you before others (in court, in a business deal, in a legal proceeding)

· help you solve problems (financial, marital, legal, academic, etc.)

Consider why we would need this kind of help in our spiritual experience.  Think about what this had to do with Jesus’ returning to the Father.

· Jesus had been alongside the disciples for these 3 years of training

· He knew the Body of Believers, the Church would grow exponentially

· As a human, he was limited to time and space … could not be everywhere with everyone at once

· Contrast that with the presence of the Spirit of God who could (and IS) everywhere with every believer 

According to Jesus, what is the primary mission of the Counselor, the Holy Spirit?

· He is the Spirit of truth

· He testifies about Jesus

· He reminds us what Jesus said

· He guides us in our decision process as Jesus would if He were here physically

What does this have to do with Jesus instruction in verse 27?

· believers must also testify about Jesus

· the Holy Spirit will testify of Jesus to us, we testify of Jesus to others
· God’s Spirit will also testify/speak through believers

· He will bring to our minds words of encouragement and challenge

· When we share the Truth of God’s message, the Holy Spirit does the convicting, the convincing of the one who hears the message

· it’s not up to us to convince someone about the Gospel message … we are merely the communicators … the Counselor is the one who convinces

Why do you think it is important that Jesus called Him the “Spirit of Truth?”

· truth is that which aligns with reality

· there are many ideas and religious concepts floating around out there which do not align with reality

· God’s Spirit will make sure we are aware of reality, of Spiritual Truth

3.3 Martyred for God
Listen for reasons Jesus gives these warnings.
John 16:1-4 (NIV)    "All this I have told you so that you will not go astray. [2] They will put you out of the synagogue; in fact, a time is coming when anyone who kills you will think he is offering a service to God. [3] They will do such things because they have not known the Father or me. [4] I have told you this, so that when the time comes you will remember that I warned you. I did not tell you this at first because I was with you. 

What things would happen to believers who associated with Jesus?

· they would be put out of the synagogue

· they would even be killed

What things would be true about people who performed these persecutions?

· people who persecuted them would think they were doing them in the name of God, in God’s authority, at His behest

· in actuality, they won’t even know God

What do you think it means to “stumble” in one’s faith?

· become confused, disillusioned 

· we might apply the term “backslide”

· certainly discouragement, even depression could occur

· people might declare they are angry with God

Why did Jesus say He was giving these warnings?  How would this help them not stumble or go astray? 
· so we do not go astray, not stumble
· when it happens, it will not be a surprise

· if you are not blindsided by the event, it is not such a shock

· He tells them now because until now He has been with them

· in the soon future, He will not be physically with them to offer a tangible sense of protection

Jesus said he didn’t tell them this at first, because He was with them.   What was the meaning of that statement?

· He had been with them physically

· He could “run interference” for them when they were confronted (actually, the confrontation was with Jesus, not them)

· now that He was going to be gone, they would be like  “lightning rods” which would draw the confrontations

If Jesus has warned us about persecution, how should we then respond?  How can we prepare to maintain “Steadfast Faithfulness” in the face of worldly antagonism?

· walk close to the Lord … spiritually close now that physically close is not possible

· depend on the presence and power of God’s Holy Spirit

· expect it to happen, don’t be surprised by it … maybe be concerned if it doesn’t  happen

4. Application
4.1 Remember the reason for persecution of Christians
· it is an act of hatred by the world

· it is directed against God the Father and God the Son

· when you are the target of persecution, remember you do not face anything that Jesus didn’t experience before you

4.2 Even though we feel the beginnings of persecution and anti-Christian attitudes here in America, believers in foreign countries have it much worse

· pray for churches in the midst of anti-Christian situations (Moslem, Communistic, humanistic)

· pray for individual believers

· look up http://www.persecution.com for Voice of the Martyrs

· go to www.lifeway.com and do a search for the word “martyrs” 

4.3 Remember that hatred or persecution does not mean you should cease testifying about Jesus
· you are never alone when testifying about Jesus

· the Holy Spirit was sent to believers

· one of His ministries is to join them in testifying about Jesus

· He will do the convicting/convincing … we are the communication channel
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