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1. Motivate

List some current needs that might exist in the lives of the people mentioned:

	Your child’s life
	Your neighbor’s life

	· schoolwork problems

· health issues

· finances for college

· equipment for sports teams they belong to

· not getting along with siblings, peers

· rebellion

· problems with their children

· problems with careers

· marital problems
	· finances

· health

· problem with house (plumbing, electrical, etc.)

· computer problem

· job loss

· marital problems

· worried about kids

· dealing with their aging parents


2. Transition

Consider how you might generously give of your resources

· money

· time

· affection
to help meet these kinds of needs

· skills

God calls us to be generous with our resources – however, if we squander these resources we will not be able to be of assistance to those in need around us.

Today ( we wish to look at how our spending affects our ability to be generous and meet the needs of others.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Becoming Like Christ

Consider the verses – how do they tell you to keep Christ as your model?

John 15:10 If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love.     John 15:12 My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you.      1 Peter 2:23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly.  

· remain in His love

· obey the Father’s commands

· love each other

· do not retaliate, do not threat

· entrust yourself to God, the Father’s care

According to John 15:13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.  Jesus did that for us … we desire to be like him in this way also …

Suppose you desired demonstrate that kind of love and generously lay out your life’s resources to help those mentioned at the beginning of class in some way … what kinds of things tend to restrict that godly desire?

· you don’t obey God's commands

· you don’t trust God to provide your needs

· you do not love one another the way Christ intended

It is important to be in control of our own finances so that God is able to use us as His tools to minister with generosity to others!  

How can out of control finances hinder us from  becoming more like Christ and expressing God's love towards those in need?

· spending money unwisely

· too much money is spent on entertainment

· credit card debt is allowed to get too high

· when and what kind of vehicle to buy

· how often we go out to eat, out to a movie

· forgetting to pay the bills or pay them on time

· how much to spend on a house

Out of control finances is an matter of spiritual bondage from which Christ wants to free us so that 

· we may be more like Him

· we may be His tools of generosity to those in need

· our resources are considered HIS … we are just the stewards

3.2 When God Supplies

Listen for reasons that God provides us with abundance.

2 Cor. 8:14-15 At the present time your plenty will supply what they need, so that in turn their plenty will supply what you need. Then there will be equality,  [15] as it is written: "He who gathered much did not have too much, and he who gathered little did not have too little."  

What reasons does this passage specify that some have abundance?

· supply others who are in need

· there will be equality

· the person who has plenty won’t have too much (to be wasted)

· the person who has too little will not go without

· they might some day, in some way, be able to supply your need

Why do we often hesitate or even refuse to give of our abundance – even to tithe?

· selfishness

· we like to hoard

· we want to spend it on our own selves

· “I worked hard for this – I deserve to pamper myself”

· “I might not have enough for my own needs, money doesn’t grow on trees, you know.”

· “I’m afraid I won’t have enough to meet my expenses – anything can happen!”

What do the following verses tell us about God?

Romans 5:8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.   Ephes. 2:7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus.  

Titus 3:4-5 But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared,  [5] he saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of his mercy. 

What characteristics of God are described in these verses?

· love

· kindness

· grace – gives us what we do not deserve

· mercy – does not give us what we really deserve (judgment, punishment)

What do these attributes of God have to do with our hesitation to give of our abundance or to tithe?

· God loves us enough to send His son to die for us

· certainly He loves us enough to provide our needs – especially when we are generous with resources He has given!

3.3 Watch the video together

3.4 Contentedness

In the video, Larry discussed the fact that today’s society sends people the message that they’re never to become content – to always want more and more things.  In what ways is that message conveyed to you?

· advertisements which communicate you cannot do without this

· ads which say “you deserve it”

· refinance your house, get a second mortgage and get money to do what you want

· umpteen credit card offers in the mail each week

· promotions from the credit cards you do have

· state lottery promotions

· politicians who promise you all kinds of stuff if you’ll vote for them

Larry talks about a directly contradictory lifestyle when he says, “Once someone knows Jesus, giving flows from that.”  Why should that be true?

· when we realize how much Jesus has done for us, we respond with attitudes and actions of generosity

· the closer we grow to Jesus, the more we are like Him and the more we are burdened and motivated by the needs around us

· when we really know the Lord we are able to trust Him to supply our needs, even when we are generous

· when we really know Jesus, we are in submission to His Holy Spirit who guides us away from misuse and into proper use of our resources

Larry said that “Sacrifice is giving up something you want for the needs of another.”  What are ways that we do that in our families?

· save money for kids’ educations

· give of our time to help our kids with homework, take to activities

· help our ailing parents

· do favors for our spouse

Consider the following verses – listen for requirements of discipleship that Jesus names.

Matthew 16:24-25 Then Jesus said to his disciples, "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  [25] For whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me will find it.  

Requirements for discipleship

· come after Christ

· deny yourself

· take up Jesus cross

· follow Jesus

· “lose your life” for Christ

What are some ways that we can sacrifice, we can deny ourselves for the needs of people around us and for those who need to experience Jesus love around the world?

· give up some of our entertainment to channel the funds towards missions

· give up time to minister in church needs (children’s Sunday School)

· give of our time to visit those in need

· cut back on our job hours to have more time for involvement in FAITH

· use skills to volunteer for community service activities

· give up a vacation to be involved in a mission trip (construction, Journeymen activities, etc.)

4. Conclusion – Application

Paul prayed in Ephes. 3:16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being,  

1. If you truly desire to learn to sacrifice, to learn to be more generous with your time, money, attention, and affection but you truly desire to do so, call on God to help you.

( Ask Him to give you an extra boost n this area – to help you to do what it takes to be available to Him

2. Make a Bible bookmark, writing on it the date and a statement in your own words that will remind you of your commitment to have a sacrificial, a more giving spirit as you try to become like Jesus.

3. If you truly desire the peace that comes from setting aside worry over finances, take steps towards living a debt-free life.

· confer with a financial counselor

· sell excessive possessions

· find a financial accountability partner

· adapt a “cash only” lifestyle (cut up the credit cards)

· carefully evaluate planned major purchases

4. Search the scriptures for verses that help guide you in your giving.


Proverbs 3:5-6 


    Trust in the LORD with all your heart 


        and lean not on your own understanding;  [6] 


    in all your ways acknowledge him, 


        and he will make your paths straight.
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