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Ministry: You Were Shaped for Serving God


Week 5



1. Motivate

When did you go on a trip and your travel plans were interrupted?
· weather messed up plane schedules

· big accident caused a detour off the interstate

· someone got sick and we had to cancel the trip

· blizzard caused us to leave early

· got lost on back roads and took hours/days extra

· found a really nice place to stop and just took the extra time

· got a phone call from home and had to return for emergency

2. Transition

In today's Bible study, we meet a man whose travel plans were drastically interrupted

· who helped him?

· who didn't help him?

Who is there on life's journey that we might be able to help?

3. Bible Study

3.1 Memory Verses
Last week's verse : Philip. 2:5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus:

This week: 1 Peter 4:10 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others…"
Try the "erase one word at a time" method of practice

Each _____ should use ​​​​​​​​________ he has received to ______________…"
3.2 View Video
· Note the main points of what he will say starting on pg 10 of our Student Guides

· fill in the blanks as Rick Warren covers them

3.3 Discussion 
As we read Philip. 2:1-7, listen for ways we are to imitate Christ
If you have any encouragement from being united with Christ, if any comfort from his love, if any fellowship with the Spirit, if any tenderness and compassion, [2] then make my joy complete by being like-minded, having the same love, being one in spirit and purpose. [3] Do nothing out of selfish ambition or vain conceit, but in humility consider others better than yourselves. [4] Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also to the interests of others. [5] Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: [6] Who, being in very nature God,  did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, [7]  but made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made in human likeness. 

According to this passage how are we to imitate Christ's heart and actions?
· have selfless love

· be united in spirit and purpose with others to help

· act in humility, consider others better than yourself

· be interested in others

· don't grasp after greatness

· have the nature or attitude of a servant

We were told that to be a servant you must move against your fears.  What kind of personal fears can you identify that keep you from serving others or meeting needs in your church family?

· might cost me something 

· infringe on my time

· might have to leave my comfort zone

· someone might take advantage of me

· become too involved in someone else's life

· some people are boring and unpleasant to be with (some even smell!)

· little kids make too much noise (so do big kids)

Look in your Bibles at Philip. 2:19-30 (NIV)   I hope in the Lord Jesus to send Timothy to you soon, that I also may be cheered when I receive news about you. [20] I have no one else like him, who takes a genuine interest in your welfare. [21] For everyone looks out for his own interests, not those of Jesus Christ. [22] But you know that Timothy has proved himself, because as a son with his father he has served with me in the work of the gospel. [23] I hope, therefore, to send him as soon as I see how things go with me. [24] And I am confident in the Lord that I myself will come soon. [25] But I think it is necessary to send back to you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker and fellow soldier, who is also your messenger, whom you sent to take care of my needs. [26] For he longs for all of you and is distressed because you heard he was ill. [27] Indeed he was ill, and almost died. But God had mercy on him, and not on him only but also on me, to spare me sorrow upon sorrow. [28] Therefore I am all the more eager to send him, so that when you see him again you may be glad and I may have less anxiety. [29] Welcome him in the Lord with great joy, and honor men like him, [30] because he almost died for the work of Christ, risking his life to make up for the help you could not give me. 
What do you learn about Timothy and Epaphroditus who were able to overcome the kinds of fears we listed? 

· took genuine interest in people's welfare

· Timothy proved himself by serving in the work of the gospel
· Epaphroditus was a fellow worker, fellow soldier

· was a messenger sent to help Paul

· concerned for people in Philippi when they were worried about him

· he almost died for the work of Christ

· he risked his life helping Paul
Think about your gifts and talents … make a list in the margin of your student guide of things you are good at and like to do

· teaching

· helping

· encouraging

· cooking

· fishing

· sports

· taking care of pets
· fixing cars

· bookkeeping

· writing letters

· reading to children

· mowing the grass

· driving 

· building things

· conversation
For each of these areas, what would be some areas of ministry the gifts or talents would effective?
· Sunday school

· cooking cakes, cookies for youth activities, VBS

· taking kids fishing

· coaching youth teams

· helping elderly with their pets

· helping single ladies with car maintenance

· writing letters for elderly

· mowing grass for someone who has a handicap

· driving a shut-in to the grocery store or even going for them

· joining a FAITH team

What kind of group ministry might our class take on?  What kinds of things has the class done in the past?  What might we try new in the future?

· donations to a rescue mission

· donations to special missionary projects

· sending someone on a short term mission trip (volunteer time to a foreign mission location)

· going as a class to help at a rescue mission

· going as a group to help on a Habitat for Humanity project

· weekly group visit to a Nursing Home

· letter or card writing campaigns to show support and prayers for school boards, judges, firemen, policemen, teachers, legislators, city/county councils, etc.
4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Continue to read a chapter each day from The Purpose Driven Life 

· this week read days 29 – 35

4.2 Ask God to help you slow down and 

· see the needs of those around you
· give you a heart like His

· reach out to those in need
4.3 Ask God to reveal a need you could meet anonymously this week
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