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Seek God’s Purpose

1. Motivate

When did you leave home for the first time to stay overnight at a friend’s house?   How old were you?  What was the occasion?
· visiting relatives

· slumber party

· go church camp or scout camp

· stayed with someone else while Mom delivered the new baby

· went on a vacation with the family

· went on a camping trip

· damage to home … fire, flood, skunk, tornado … stayed with neighbors, relatives

2. Transition

What about the first time where you actually left home on a more or less permanent basis?
· college

· got married

Changes like this are a part of life …
· got a job

( Today we will look at how Abram made a big change and left home permanently … 
     Directed to do so by God

3. Bible Study

3.1 Look for God’s Purpose
Listen for the move God asked of Abram and the promised consequences.
Genesis 12:1-3 (NIV) The Lord had said to Abram, "Leave your country, your people and your father's household and go to the land I will show you. [2] "I will make you into a great nation and I will bless you; I will make your name great, and you will be a blessing. [3] I will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you I will curse; and all peoples on earth will be blessed through you."

What/where  did God tell Abram to leave?

· leave his own country

· leave his own people

· his father’s household

What kinds of things might have been difficult to leave behind?

· family

· friends

· inherited land

· some means to make a living (farming, livestock, merchant, etc.)

· relatively comfortable home

· stability … you know where home is!

What were some positive things you have experienced with a move?

· bigger, nicer house

· new friends and neighbors

· often was accompanied by new job, new opportunities

What positive things or blessings did God promise?

· make him a great nation

· bless him

· make his name great

· will be a blessing

· bless those who bless you

· curse those who curse you

· all peoples of the earth will be blessed

In what was were all the people of the earth blessed through Abram?

· the  eventual coming of the Messiah

· the history of God’s people and the record of God’s working preserved in Scripture

· God used the Jewish people down through history to eventually accomplish His goal of salvation for all men

How might people be blessed through you, your children, grandchildren?

· through our ministries to others

· through our prayers

· through sharing and sending the Gospel message

· as we raise children to know and serve the Lord, they in turn, reach out in ministry to others 

Think of the questions that young children like to make when the look at a roadmap during a long trip …
· where are we now?

· were are we going?

· how long till we get there  (are we there yet)? 

As God directs your life’s journey …

· check out the road map … the Bible

· use it to find out where you are now

· use it to find out where you are headed and how to get there

· discover that you are not there yet

· note that God wants to bless others through you … just like Abram

3.2 Recognize God’s Presence
Listen for words that emphasize obedience to God’s commands.
Genesis 12:4-7  So Abram left, as the Lord had told him; and Lot went with him. Abram was seventy-five years old when he set out from Haran. [5] He took his wife Sarai, his nephew Lot, all the possessions they had accumulated and the people they had acquired in Haran, and they set out for the land of Canaan, and they arrived there. [6] Abram traveled through the land as far as the site of the great tree of Moreh at Shechem. At that time the Canaanites were in the land. [7] The Lord appeared to Abram and said, "To your offspring I will give this land." So he built an altar there to the Lord, who had appeared to him. 

What phrase emphasizes obedience by Abram? 

· Abram left

· as the Lord had told him

How is it that you recognize the voice or cry of your children (or the bark of your dog)?

· you hear it from when they are very young
· you hear it repeatedly

· you can pick it out of a crowd

· it becomes totally familiar to you … no one else sounds quite the same

Consider how we would know it is God that is telling us to do something or go somewhere …

· become familiar with His “voice”

· repeated exposure to what God has to say 
· regular reading, heading of God’s words … the Scripture

· words or messages from other sources just don’t quite sound right

What prompted Abram to build an altar?

· God appeared to Abram
· God told him that he would give all this land to his descendants 

What do you think were reasons to build the altar?

· worship

· offer a sacrifice (worship)

· provides a memorial to the location where God spoke, appeared

What kinds of places might we have in our lives where God spoke to us or demonstrated His presence in a special way?

· the altar rail where you accepted Christ Savior

· the church camp where you dedicated your life to Him

· the church where God united you and your spouse in marriage

· the location of the accident where your life was spared by God’s protection

( These locations need not be “shrines” that we worship, rather they are special places that we are reminded of  …

· God’s speaking to us in the past and 

· His ongoing guidance and direction in our lives
3.3 Seek God’s Help
Listen for ways in which Abram might have shown fear or lack of faith.
Genesis 12:10-18 (NIV)  Now there was a famine in the land, and Abram went down to Egypt to live there for a while because the famine was severe. [11] As he was about to enter Egypt, he said to his wife Sarai, "I know what a beautiful woman you are. [12] When the Egyptians see you, they will say, 'This is his wife.' Then they will kill me but will let you live. [13] Say you are my sister, so that I will be treated well for your sake and my life will be spared because of you." [14] When Abram came to Egypt, the Egyptians saw that she was a very beautiful woman. [15] And when Pharaoh's officials saw her, they praised her to Pharaoh, and she was taken into his palace. [16] He treated Abram well for her sake, and Abram acquired sheep and cattle, male and female donkeys, menservants and maidservants, and camels. [17] But the Lord inflicted serious diseases on Pharaoh and his household because of Abram's wife Sarai. [18] So Pharaoh summoned Abram. "What have you done to me?" he said. "Why didn't you tell me she was your wife? 

What fears do you see here?
· fear of the famine

· fear of being a foreigner with a good looking wife

Why do you think Abram thought it was necessary to lie after all that the Lord had 

promised to do?

· he had ceased to trust God

· he forgot about God’s guiding and protecting hand

· he was depending on self, not God

· he should have repeatedly been reminding himself of God’s promises

· he needed to realize that God was with him in the here and now, not just in the far off future

What are some situations where we bypass seeking God’s help in the process of making decisions about our lives?

· investments (get rich quick schemes)

· impulse purchases (I really needed this)
· “we just love each other so much … we’re getting married, no matter what you say”

· forcing our own wishes and desires on our children’s lives

Note that in these kinds of situations, we are acting in ways similar to Abram 

How did God help Abram out of this shaky decision?
· caused plagues to come on Pharaoh, got his attention

· Pharaoh discovered the lie, confronted Abram

· note the irony of a heathen king, giving good spiritual advice to Abram

How does God’s Word, our roadmap, help us get back on track after unwise “detours?”
· teaches us about confession

· tells us to repent

· assures God’s forgiveness

· reminds us of God’s strengthening power for the future

4. Application
4.1 Note that Abram responded wisely in verses 1 – 7 and unwisely in verses 10 – 18.  Our challenge is to consistently meet changes in our lives with wisdom

· wisdom gained from our “roadmap”, Scripture
· wisdom gained from life experiences

· wisdom received from mature and godly friends

· being sensitive to God’s Holy Spirit

4.2 Commit to seek God’s purposes in your life

· especially in the changes that come our way

· when confronted with changes due to age, children, jobs, relationships, etc. go to God for wisdom … for guidance

4.3 If you happen to visit a special place where God worked in your life 

· a church, a camp, a former neighborhood or school

· pause to thank God for what He did in your life in that situation

· renew or affirm that decision to follow and serve Him

· share some of those memorials with children, grandchildren 

· tell them how God worked in your life
What was unusual about where was he supposed to go?   





( God would show him as he was going !!
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