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Salvation Means a New Life



1. Motivate

What kinds of things have you noticed were different about your life after you came to know Jesus as Savior?  What areas of your life changed?

· how you spend your money

· how you face problems

· how you did your job

· relationships with family members

· how you felt about reading your Bible

· what kind of leisure activities you enjoyed

· how you used your time

2. Transition

( Today’s lesson will help us to understand and enjoy the new lives we experience in Christ

( We are looking at the results of being believers in Christ

3. Bible Study

3.1 Peace

Listen for theological words that new believers might struggle with.  Be thinking of what they mean.

Romans 5:1-2 Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  [2] through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand. And we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.  

	Theological Words
	Meaning

	Justified
	· Just as if we had never sinned

· Declared righteous by God

	Peace with God
	· no longer enemies, no longer opponents

· now actually friends with God

	Faith
	· believing what God says

	Grace
	· God's blessings, given freely, undeserved

	Hope
	· more than fond wishes

· rather refers to something which is promised and assured by God

	Glory of God
	· brilliance or splendor of God

· God's people will share in this


What is the difference in “peace with God” and “peace of God”?

	Peace with God
	Peace of God

	· we are no longer enemies with God

· we have been declared righteous

· our sin no longer makes us at odds with God

· we are actually friends with God
	· have peace of God is the result of being at peace with God 

· whatever situations we face, we can have peace

· even when life is in a turmoil, we can experience a sense of God's presence, power, protection


Because we are at peace with God, Paul tells us in Philip. 4:6-7 Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  [7] And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.  

How will other people see both the peace with God and peace of God in the life of a believer?

· our reactions to problems

· we don’t demonstrate the “run in circles, scream and shout” response to adverse circumstances

· we bring peace and calmness to a situation, rather than making it more tense or hectic

· we demonstrate a joy of life that is far deeper than whatever surface happiness life’s events might bring

3.2 Hope

Listen for what seems to be a contradiction in terms … an oxymoron described by Paul.

Romans 5:3-4 Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance;  [4] perseverance, character; and character, hope.  

What is the seeming contradiction? ( “rejoice in sufferings”

Now look for the progression  …   suffering (  ?  ( ? ( ? 

suffering ( perseverance ( character ( hope

What kinds of situations can you think of where suffering leads you to rejoice?

· you went through a tough time and learned of God's sufficiency and faithfulness

· birthing a child

· toughing it out in college so you are qualified for a better job

· forgo self gratification to save or work towards a larger, more important goal

· the loss of a loved one is suffering, but we rejoice that they are with Jesus now

We should know that this kind of attitude will speak volumes to unbelievers!

3.3 Love

Listen what these verses say about for whom Christ died and why.

Romans 5:5-8 And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.  [6] You see, at just the right time, when we were still powerless, Christ died for the ungodly.  [7] Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous man, though for a good man someone might possibly dare to die.  [8] But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  

What are words and phrases which describe when Christ died?

· at just the right time

· when we were still powerless

· while we were still sinners

What feelings or kinds of situations do you associate with being powerless

· you see something happening but are unable to change it

· you see an item fall but there is no way you can stop it or catch it

· in a dream you try to run but feel like your feet are unable to move

· feelings of frustration, fear, desperation 

( that was our condition, our situation when Christ died to provide our salvation

What does verse 7 say about God's love for us?

· a person does not normally sacrifice his own life for someone who is a rascal

· it even takes a unique kind of love to sacrifice your life for someone who is special to you – you might shield your child from bullets if you thought quickly 

But … Jesus sacrificed his life for us when we were dirty, despicable sinners!!

How can this kind of love be reflected in our lives towards others around us?

· sacrificial giving of resources to help others

· going out of our way to show kindness

· returning kindness for meanness 

· Jesus talked about going the extra mile  (Matthew 5:41 If someone forces you to go one mile, go with him two miles.)

3.4 Reconciliation

Consider the source of some of the words which describe salvation

· justification from the legal court of law

· redemption from the slave market

· propitiation from the area of Jewish sacrificial rites

Now listen for a word which comes from the area of human relationships.

Romans 5:9-11 Since we have now been justified by his blood, how much more shall we be saved from God's wrath through him!  [10] For if, when we were God's enemies, we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be saved through his life!  [11] Not only is this so, but we also rejoice in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.  

What word comes from the area of human relationships? ( reconciled
What is the meaning of this word?

· two people can become estranged or alienated from each other

· when their differences are resolved and the relationship restored, we say they are reconciled
When a relationship is broken due to one person hurting another, think what must happen

· the person who is hurt, offended must absorb the hurt

· that person must be willing to forgive, to restore the relationship at some “cost”

How was reconciliation accomplished between us and God – what was the cost?

· through the death of God's Son

How should reconciliation be lived out in the life of a believer?

· rejoicing at what God has been willing to do for us

· demonstrate that same attitude towards people who alienate us

· willingness to absorb the hurt and offer forgiveness 

3.5 Eternal Life

Listen for who are the two different “one man” referred to.

Romans 5:18-21 Consequently, just as the result of one trespass was condemnation for all men, so also the result of one act of righteousness was justification that brings life for all men.  [19] For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.  [20] The law was added so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more,  [21] so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

Who are each of the “one man” Paul talks of?  ( Adam and Christ

Note the contrasts made:

	 
	Adam
	Christ

	Action
	· offense

· disobedience
	· righteousness

· obedience (went to the cross)

	Result
	· condemnation

· made sinners
	· justification that brings eternal life

· made righteous

	Recipients
	· all

· many
	· all

· many


If eternal life means “eternal union with God”, how does having eternal life affect my day to day life?

· we live with eternity’s values in view

· our union with God motivates us to live not for the moment

· we spend our time, our resources on things that have eternal value

· we have a concern, a burden for those who do not posses eternal life

· we are obedient to the Lord, in submission to God

· heeding the direction of the Holy Spirit within our lives

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Allow God to demonstrate the results of being at peace with God

· Your life will reflect the peace of God

4.2 When sufferings and pressure situations invade your life, know that it can have a refining and tempering effect in your life

· allow God to accomplish that sequence of perseverance, character, and hope

4.3  Choose to live in such a way that others will see the love of God 

· working in your life

· working through your life

4.4 As we approach the Thanksgiving season, express your appreciation to God for how he has solved the enmity, the estrangement that existed between you and Him

· daily express your thanks for what He has done

4.5 The grace of God has worked in your life.  Communicate the Truth, the Good News of what God has done to others.

· be involved in leading lost people to experience His grace also
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