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Respond with Faith

1. Motivate

What thoughts would race through your mind if you were suddenly let go from your job with no explanation from your boss?
· how will I provide for my family

· house payments, car payments

· why me?

· what did I do to deserve this?

· this is unfair, they can’t do this for no reason

· how could God let this happen to me?

2. Transition

Devastating loss and cruel suffering attack even devout Christians.
Today ( We look at how to manage tragedy … we look at the example of Job.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Acknowledge Earth’s Limited Perspective
Listen for facts that we learn about Job.
Job 1:1-3 (NIV)    In the land of Uz there lived a man whose name was Job. This man was blameless and upright; he feared God and shunned evil. [2] He had seven sons and three daughters, [3] and he owned seven thousand sheep, three thousand camels, five hundred yoke of oxen and five hundred donkeys, and had a large number of servants. He was the greatest man among all the people of the East. 
What facts do you find out about Job in this passage?
· lived in the land of Uz

· blameless and upright

· feared God

· shunned evil

· seven sons, three daughters

· 7000 sheep, 3000 camels, 1000 oxen, 500 donkeys

· lots of servants

· considered the greatest man in the East

For what reasons do you think he could have earned the title as “greatest man?”

· he was rich (many livestock, lots of servants)

· he was blameless, upright, feared God, shunned evil

Why do neither one of these actually protect someone from tragedy?

· tragedy happens to everyone at one time or another (good people or bad) – consider recent hurricanes, earthquakes, tsunamis, terrorist attacks
· being rich can actually attract problems

· someone who is righteous will have God’s help in the tragedy, but can easily be caught up in it just like everyone else around them
Why is an earthly perspective or attitude about good and bad people and their prosperity or personal tragedy inadequate when we experience suffering?

· our understanding is limited to our own experience

· our attitude of “fairness” and the need for equal treatment colors our thinking

· we really don’t know what God’s overall plan is

· we will see that Job (and his “comforters”) had no idea about God’s and Satan’s interaction and intervention in Job’s life

· in reality, being good or bad has no necessary connection to prosperity and/or tragedy

· God’s judgment has to do mainly with belief vs. unbelief

· (however God may discipline someone who is astray or rebelling)

3.2 Honor Heaven’s Perspective
Listen for two questions that God asks Satan.
Job 1:8 (NIV)  Then the Lord said to Satan, "Have you considered my servant Job? There is no one on earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil." 

What does God ask Satan?
· have you considered my servant Job

· can you see that there is no one on earth like him?

Why do you think God called Job to Satan’s attention?

· Job was a man of upright standing

· God was glorified by Job

· Job was someone who was not swayed by Satan’s influence

· Job was a man who would continue to glorify God, despite what Satan might do

What did God commend in Job’s life?

· blameless

· upright

· feared God

· shunned evil

In addition to these things, what kinds of things would you like for God to be able to commend in your life?

· sensitive and submissive to God’s Holy Spirit

· pointed other people to Jesus Christ

· raised children who followed and served the Lord

· thoughtful of the needs of others

· a person who trusted God through good times and bad

· a person active in ministering in God’s Kingdom

· a credible (believable) Christian 
3.3 Anticipate Faith’s Challenge
Listen for an accusation that Satan makes against Job and against God.
Job 1:9-12 (NIV)  "Does Job fear God for nothing?" Satan replied. [10] "Have you not put a hedge around him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land. [11] But stretch out your hand and strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face." [12] The Lord said to Satan, "Very well, then, everything he has is in your hands, but on the man himself do not lay a finger." Then Satan went out from the presence of the Lord. 

What was the accusation against God?
· you have put a hedge around him

· you protect his household and all his possessions

· you have blessed and prospered him

What was the accusation against Job?

· if you take away his possessions 

· then he will curse you to your face

What do you think Satan meant by his question in verse 9? Does Job fear God for nothing?
· Job is rewarded for good behavior

· it is in his best interest to fear God … of course he will do it

Do you agree with Satan or disagree?  Have learners “vote” by raising their hands or standing to indicate their opinion.  Ask each group for their reasons.

	Agree
	Disagree

	· ultimately it is all men’s best interest to fear God, to trust Him

· active and continuous rebellion risks God’s judgment

· obedience and worship avoids this judgment
	· Job could be standing in fear or awe or reverence because of his love for God

· Job was truly impressed by God’s power and authority and worshiped Him because of it


( Note that what Satan said had a certain amount of truth in it … but at the same time he was saying that God had His “favorites” and of course those people would like Him for it
· this puts down who God is and all His qualities

· this denies the faith that a man has in God

So what is God’s role here in the tragedy that is about to befall Job?
· God did not cause the bad things to happen, Satan did
· God limited what Satan was allowed to do

Consider this … 

· one might say that by His question to Satan, God instigated a sequence of events 

· but those events would actually demonstrate Job’s faith and integrity despite Satan’s efforts
· God was demonstrating the strength of His relationship with Job – and ultimately making that relationship even stronger

3.4 Trust God Always
Listen for Job’s response to the tragic events in his life.
Job 1:20-22 (NIV)  At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. Then he fell to the ground in worship [21] and said: "Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked I will depart. The Lord gave and the Lord has taken away;  may the name of the Lord be praised."  [22] In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. … 2:7-10 So Satan went out from the presence of the Lord and afflicted Job with painful sores from the soles of his feet to the top of his head. [8] Then Job took a piece of broken pottery and scraped himself with it as he sat among the ashes. [9] His wife said to him, "Are you still holding on to your integrity? Curse God and die!" [10] He replied, "You are talking like a foolish woman. Shall we accept good from God, and not trouble?" In all this, Job did not sin in what he said. 
How did Job react to what had happened after losing property, children, and even health?  
· tore his robe, shaved his head, sat in ashes
       ( these were indications of intense mourning
· fell to the ground in worship

· praised God … whether he was rich or poor, “may the name of the Lord be praised”

· he did not sin by blaming God for doing the wrong thing

· refused to curse God, rebuked his wife who suggested he do so

Contrast the reactions of Job with that of his wife
	Job’s wife
	Job

	· ridicules his integrity

· urges him to curse God and die
	· declares her attitude foolish

· suggests that it is wrong to accept only good things from God and not be willing to also accept bad things in life

· refused to sin by blaming God


What kinds of things might cause one of us to be tempted to curse God and want to die?

· loss of loved one

· physical crisis

· wayward child or grandchild

· financial reversal

· destruction of all one’s possessions by some weather event

Why do you think it is hard to keep/maintain your integrity when bad things happen?

· you want revenge

· you want to blame someone else

· you feel you did not deserve this bad thing that happened … after all, you  are blameless, upright, fearing God, shunning evil … and what did you get for it?

· this is not fair of God to allow this to happen
· you want to react in anger
4. Application
4.1 Consider that there are proper times to do each of these things …

· grieve

· accept

· trust

· ask for answers

· endure

· invite help from others

(Ask God for the wisdom to know which of these things is the right thing to do and when to do it.
4.2 Consider your attitude towards the blessings God provides for you versus your attitude towards your character …
· would Satan’s accusation about Job apply also to you?

· ask God to help you to have character and integrity no matter what your situation … good or bad events in your life

4.3 Remember that there will be other people around you that may help or hinder your attitude of faith and your exercise of integrity

· some may urge you to “curse God and die”

· others may stand with you and give support and share your grief

( Determine that when  you have the opportunity that you will be one to give support and share grief

Be sensitive in using this question if someone in the class has actually experienced this – you might possibly ask about some other kind of loss.  On the other hand, someone to whom it actually happened may have good insight on dealing with this.





We saw several of these demonstrated by Job
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