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Maximizing God-Given Opportunities

1. Motivate

Would you more likely go for a creative job with a low salary, or boring work that paid twice as much? Why?
	Creative Job – Low Salary
	Boring Work – Double Salary

	· quality of job important

· creativity more important than pay 

· contribute to others with creativity
	· need the money

· lots of other ways to be creative

· can use the extra money to be creative

· able to let your mind wander on the job and be creative thinker


2. Transition

Consider that Paul had lots of opportunity for creativity and other kinds of excitement.
He had to work for a living besides being involved in ministry.

( Today we look at some of the kinds of excitement and creativity he encountered.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Communicate Clearly
Listen for who was confused and in what way they lacked in knowledge.
Acts 19:1-5 (NIV While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples [2] and asked them, "Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?" They answered, "No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit." [3] So Paul asked, "Then what baptism did you receive?"  "John's baptism," they replied.  [4] Paul said, "John's baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus." [5] On hearing this, they were baptized into the name of the Lord Jesus. 

Who was lacking in knowledge?  ( Disciples at Ephesus
What knowledge did they lack?

· who was the Holy Spirit

· who was Jesus

· what other baptism besides John’s was there

· what more to this is there besides repentance

What does the fact that these people were followers of John the Baptist tell you?

· their knowledge was incomplete

· however, they had responded to all the truth that they had … they had repented

· they had not yet heard about who Jesus was

· they didn’t know about Jesus’ teachings, His life, death, resurrection

What was Paul’s method to get them to see the Truth?

· ask them to explain what they understood, what they knew

· carefully explain the Truth

· use what they did understand to relate it to the full Truth (for example, baptism)

· point them to Jesus

· encourage them to follow through on the new Truth they had learned

What are some common misunderstandings and questions believers and nonbelievers have about Christian life today?

· going to church is enough

· “it’s in the Bible … cleanliness is next go godliness”
· just be good, God will weigh bad against good deeds

· I’ve never murdered anybody nor robbed a bank … I’m a pretty good person

· “that Holy Ghost fellow sounds scary … don’t want my kids to hear about that”
· too many hypocrites in the church

· all those preachers ever do is talk about money

· the Bible is full of myths

· nothing in scripture can be scientifically proved … how can you believe that stuff

· “it’s in the  Bible … heaven helps those who help themselves”
· too much about blood and death in that story

· there’s lots of ways to get to God

· Christianity is too exclusive … we must be more tolerant of all ways of thinking

How can we prepare ourselves to deal effectively with such questions and misunderstandings?

· know that there are many kinds of questions but only a few basic issues

· know the basic facts about your faith and where those scriptures are found

· take FAITH evangelism training

· be actively reading and applying God’s Word in your own life … God often brings you into situations where you can apply the scripture you have recently read

· learn to be interested in the people … their needs … not in defeating them in a religious debate

· don’t be afraid to admit you don’t know all the answers

· when you don’t know the answer to a question, promise to research it and get back to them

· pray as you go into a witnessing situation … pray that God will prepare their hearts
· when someone tries to derail the conversation with strange questions and comments, always bring things back to the scripture and the Truth about Jesus 

Paul had to learn to “speak their language” to communicate the Truth about Christ

( In today’s world we must understand the times and know what to do to communicate gospel truths
3.2 Be Available
Listen for how Paul dealt with opposition he found.
Acts 19:8-10 (NIV)  Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about the kingdom of God. [9] But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. [10] This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord. 

Why do you think Paul begin his ministry in a town in the Synagogue?
· natural place to find people who know about Jehovah

· the new message about Jesus had grown out of Judaism … Jesus was the Messiah

· was a place where groups gathered to worship and know about God
· would also find gentiles who were interested about God

What kinds of things did people do who disagreed with Paul’s message?

· became obstinate

· refused to believe

· publicly maligned “the Way” … believers in Christ

How did Paul respond?

· left the synagogue

· took those who were still interested with him

· found a lecture hall for a meeting place and continued

· was able to spread the gospel message all throughout the province

Why was this a better solution that butting heads with those who disagreed?  He was probably a better debater than they were.

· some people will not be convinced … their hearts were hardened
· they had the opportunity to accept the gospel message

· all he would do is make more determined enemies 

· meanwhile there’s lots of others who need want to hear

· Paul could use his energies and resources in reaching out to people who had not heard

Why would learning to “agree to disagree” with someone be a reasonable long term strategy in witnessing to a neighbor or fellow worker?
· you stay friends with them

· the door is open for ministry when they have a need

· they know where you stand, they have heard the Truth … you have plenty of time to pray for them … God uses the time to work in their hearts

· you can go on to others in your circle of influence who also need to hear the truth of the Gospel

3.3 Don’t Let Controversy Deter You
Listen for evidence that the Gospel was having an impact on the culture in Ephesus.
Acts 19:23-28 (NIV)  About that time there arose a great disturbance about the Way. [24] A silversmith named Demetrius, who made silver shrines of Artemis, brought in no little business for the craftsmen. [25] He called them together, along with the workmen in related trades, and said: "Men, you know we receive a good income from this business. [26] And you see and hear how this fellow Paul has convinced and led astray large numbers of people here in Ephesus and in practically the whole province of Asia. He says that man-made gods are no gods at all. [27] There is danger not only that our trade will lose its good name, but also that the temple of the great goddess Artemis will be discredited, and the goddess herself, who is worshiped throughout the province of Asia and the world, will be robbed of her divine majesty."  [28] When they heard this, they were furious and began shouting: "Great is Artemis of the Ephesians!" 

What impact was the gospel message having on the culture of Ephesus?
· large numbers of people in Ephesus were following Christ

· “practically the whole province of Asia” was affected

· people were becoming convinced that a man-made god was not really a deity (what a concept!)

· the silversmith idol makers trade was losing it’s good name

· the actual temple was being discredited

· even the local deity, Artemis, was being robbed of her divine majesty!

In today’s world of politically correctness, what might Paul have been advised to do?

· back off

· don’t be so exclusive about your message

· live and let live

· go somewhere else with the gospel message

· how about designing an idol for your religion … they could sell that and be OK

Why do you think Paul would have risked angering so many people?  He had moved out of the synagogue, but he continued on with preaching and teaching.  He had to have seen the effect that the gospel message was having on such a large group.

· this is TRUTH!

· people need to hear about Jesus

· people are bound in fear, darkness, slavery to sin

· the gospel message is joy, light, freedom

· this just proves the reality of the gospel … people are accepting it and it is changing their lives!

Consider some of the controversy of preaching the gospel in our culture today …
· too exclusive

· too many negatives (“Thou shalt not …”)

· it’s unreasonable in the scientific world in which we live

What can we learn from Paul about how to handle such opposition?

· keep going

· don’t apologize for Truth

· communicate it well – know what you are talking about

· communicate it in love

· don’t get bogged down on peripheral issues … focus on who Jesus is and what He has done in redeeming the lost
4. Application

4.1 Lot’s of people have a lack of knowledge about Jesus … like the disciples at Ephesus when Paul got there
· the best antidote to ignorance is Truth

· read and study God’s Word on a regular basis

· put into practice what you read

· when you practice something, it is easier to communicate 

4.2 Know that rejection of your gospel witness is not an indication of failure
· not everyone will believe what we communicate

· concentrate time and effort on teaching those who are receptive to spiritual Truth

· be creative in ways to contact new people with what you believe

· hand out Bibles in your neighborhood – mention that you’d be interested in their opinion of what they read … go back and ask them

· someone went to neighborhoods and handed out free light bulbs – left with them a tract about Jesus, the light of the world

· open your home for an afternoon Good News Club for children

4.3 Don’t be surprised when people reject the gospel message and those who communicate it

· know that we have the greatest impact on our culture when we pursue evangelism and discipleship

· keep the main thing the main thing
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