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Making Peace in My Family



1. Motivate

What was something that you and your siblings argued about or complained about each other when you were growing up as kids?

· who got the most food

· he’s on my side of the car seat

· she’s laughing at me

· he gets to stay up later – not fair!

· quit playing with my toys

· she has less chores than I do
· he’s being mean again

· she hit me and I didn’t do anything!

2. Transition

There were Bible families who also had problems getting along.

Today ( we look at Abraham and Lot and see how family members can work together to resolve conflicts peaceably.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Demonstrate Generosity

Listen for some of the problems that caused the strife between Abram’s and Lot’s families.
Genesis 13:1-9 So Abram went up from Egypt to the Negev, with his wife and everything he had, and Lot went with him.  [2] Abram had become very wealthy in livestock and in silver and gold.  . . . [5] Now Lot, who was moving about with Abram, also had flocks and herds and tents.  [6] But the land could not support them while they stayed together, for their possessions were so great that they were not able to stay together.  [7] And quarreling arose between Abram's herdsmen and the herdsmen of Lot. The Canaanites and Perizzites were also living in the land at that time.  [8] So Abram said to Lot, "Let's not have any quarreling between you and me, or between your herdsmen and mine, for we are brothers.  [9] Is not the whole land before you? Let's part company. If you go to the left, I'll go to the right; if you go to the right, I'll go to the left."  

What were some of the details of the strife that developed?
· both men had large flocks of livestock

· if the two families stayed together there was not enough land to support both herds

· the herdsmen of both families had been quarreling over land, watering areas

· besides the two families there were some local tribes that also lived there, no doubt they had certain claims on land and water resources
Why do you think Abram suggested the solution he did?  Why didn’t he exert his authority as the senior family member?

· they would part friends

· it was not a “this town’s not big enough for the 2 of us” declaration

· it saved face for everyone

· there was plenty of land for both of them – a win-win situation

· he liked Lot and didn’t want to offend him

What does Abram’s example teach us?

· no need to throw your weight around when a conflict exists

· be generous when you are working towards resolution of a conflict

· be ready to be the first to suggest a reasonable solution

· kindness accomplishes more than being nasty

Why are these attitudes and actions hard to maintain?

· we are naturally selfish

· we think people are out to do us in

· we are not trusting God to help us through conflicts

What are some ways that people today deal with conflict?

· yell and scream, other forms of verbal abuse

· give ultimatums, other forms of emotional abuse

· physical violence

· sneaky, behind the back meanness – “don’t get mad, get even!”
How does generosity, such as Abram’s, defuse family conflicts?

· the other party does not feel like they are being cheated

· in fact, they have the perception that if they give in a little bit, they are receiving a benefit that (down deep) they know they don’t deserve

· a little honey attracts more attention than vinegar

· it models what God has done for us!
· We were in conflict with God because of our sin, He generously, graciously provided forgiveness, redemption 

3.2 Reject Selfishness

Listen for clues that would help us understand Lot’s character.
Genesis 13:10-13 Lot looked up and saw that the whole plain of the Jordan was well watered, like the garden of the LORD, like the land of Egypt, toward Zoar. (This was before the LORD destroyed Sodom and Gomorrah.)  [11] So Lot chose for himself the whole plain of the Jordan and set out toward the east. The two men parted company:  [12] Abram lived in the land of Canaan, while Lot lived among the cities of the plain and pitched his tents near Sodom.  [13] Now the men of Sodom were wicked and were sinning greatly against the LORD.  

Suppose you are Lot and it is the end of the day … you are writing in  your journal the events of the day.  What would you be writing down as the explanation for your decision?
· Abram made a really great offer

· I could see what he said made sense

· I did some quick thinking, evaluating which area I wanted

· I could see the great grazing fields and streams for water

· I could also see the availability of the amenities of the cities … best of both worlds

· Abram was maybe too quick to let me choose first

· I had to choose what was best for me … I’m younger, have more kids to feed, longer time to provide for the family

· I can live apart from those reportedly wicked cities, I can handle the wickedness there – it won’t affect me

What do you think Abram might have felt about Lot’s decision?

· surprised – maybe that Lot did not defer to Abram for first choice

· a little hurt

· disappointed in his plans to live near/in Sodom

· fearful for Lot’s lack of spiritual wisdom, the danger of his choice

What character traits would you infer from the way Lot reacted?

· selfish

· me first attitude

· thought more highly of his spiritual fortitude than was warranted

· ungrateful (assumed from no mention of “thank you”)

What are some synonyms of  “selfish”?

· self-centered

· self-seeking

· self-interested

· egotistical

· egocentric

How do these attitudes NOT help resolve conflict?
· not interested in conflict resolution at all

· only interested in what is best for self 

· even if it means more conflict

· hoping to use or even create conflict to accomplish self centered purposes

Why do you think Lot would choose to live in or very near to the wickedness of Sodom?

· commerce more available – both buying and selling

· family wanted more friends – tired of roughing it in the wilderness

· believed he could live above the wickedness that existed there

How can believers today avoid making the same mistake, living too close to secular influence?
· distance yourself from those secular influences

· focus on who Jesus is, His love, His desires for you

· take care concerning the entertainment you fill your mind with

· “don’t let the world squeeze you into its mold”

3.3 Rely on the Lord

Listen for God's response to Abram’s actions.
Genesis 13:14-18 The LORD said to Abram after Lot had parted from him, "Lift up your eyes from where you are and look north and south, east and west.  [15] All the land that you see I will give to you and your offspring forever.  [16] I will make your offspring like the dust of the earth, so that if anyone could count the dust, then your offspring could be counted.  [17] Go, walk through the length and breadth of the land, for I am giving it to you."  [18] So Abram moved his tents and went to live near the great trees of Mamre at Hebron, where he built an altar to the LORD.  

What did God say in response to Abram’s actions?
· Look in every direction

· all the land that you can see I will give to you and your succeeding generations

· this will be yours forever

· your offspring will be so many they cannot be numbered

· go and walk the length and breadth of the land I am giving you

Why do you think God chose this time to restate His promise to Abram?

· Abram might have feared he had “given away the farm” by being generous with Lot

· God wanted Abram to know that the promise was still in effect

· as humans we need reassurance every so often

How did Abram show that he was still relying on the Lord?

· he obeyed God

· he built an altar to God and worshiped

Why do you think he continually relied on God despite his advancing years and the growing impossibility of his ever having children?

· God continued to speak to him and reassure him
· God continued to work in other ways

· In some ways it was all Abram had to cling to
· he was a man of faith … consider Hebrews 11:8-11 By faith Abraham, when called to go to a place he would later receive as his inheritance, obeyed and went, even though he did not know where he was going.  [9] By faith he made his home in the promised land like a stranger in a foreign country; he lived in tents, as did Isaac and Jacob, who were heirs with him of the same promise.  [10] For he was looking forward to the city with foundations, whose architect and builder is God.  [11] By faith Abraham, even though he was past age--and Sarah herself was barren--was enabled to become a father because he considered him faithful who had made the promise.  .  

Consider situations in our family lives where there is conflict

· newlyweds (or oldlyweds) who argue about money, blaming each other for spending too much or not making enough

· couples  with willful teenagers who argue in front of the kids about how to discipline

· parents who treat one of their children as the least (or most) favorite
· people who fight with their siblings over the inheritance left by parents

Many of these tensions are a normal part of life … but when tensions escalate they can lead to alienation or abuse that goes beyond words.

How can relying on God have an effect on these kinds of situations

· we learn not to rely on ourselves

· we realize how desperately we need God's help

· Christianity (religion) may be a “crutch” but the truth is we are all “limping”

· we learn that God's power is available and it is sufficient

· when we learn to trust God for little things, we are encouraged to trust Him and see Him work in bigger things

· this becomes a powerful “habit” … a mindset that leads to a life of victory!

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 This week commit yourself to avoid strife, to nurture peace

· Christian love calls for the believer to take the initiative in resolving alienating strife … just like Abram did

· Avoiding strife calls for humility, self giving love

· Unbelievers will see how God works in the lives of Christian families with tensions and strife
4.2 When you make crucial decisions …
· remember that the decisions you make often shape the type of person you are becoming

· economic considerations should not be the dominant factors in decisions

· as a believer you should avoid situations where evil is in control

4.3 Appropriate God's promises this week

· trusting and obeying God are the first step

· maintain a vital relationship with God every day – heeding what He says, voicing your burdens, your joys, affirming your trust in His sufficiency

· view life through “eyes of faith”
Unfortunately family squabbles can extend into our adult years as well.
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