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Evangelism: You Were Made For A Mission

Week 6



1. Motivate

Think of a time in your life when you were lost or when you were accidentally separated from your child … how did you respond and how did you feel?
· wonder, would I ever make it back to civilization?

· we can't get off this road and it takes us to where we don't want to go

· ask yourself which way is home ?

· run around in circles

· can you get there from here?
· feelings of fear, despair, panic

· feelings of frustration, anger

· Native scout says, "Indian not lost, trail is lost"

2. Transition

Today  we wish to consider people who are spiritually lost.

· How can we reach out to them?

· How can we help them find their way?
3. Bible Study

3.1 Memory Verses

Last week's verse : 1 Peter 4:10 Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others…"
This week's verse: Col. 4:5 (NIV)   Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 

Use our "erase a word" technique …
Be ________ in the way you _________ toward ___________; make the most of every _________. 

3.2 View Video

· Note the main points of what he will say starting on pg 17 of our Student Guides

· fill in the blanks as Rick Warren covers them

3.3 Discussion Questions
Recall the story of the paraplegic from Luke 5 … what stands out to you?
· the nerve of the men, to cut a hole in the roof

· their determination, their perseverance

· their compassion for their friend … they really wanted to see him helped

· they were convinced that Jesus could help their sick friend

· the contrast of the attitudes of the religious leaders who were more concerned about religious status quo

· the connection between God's authority both to heal and to forgive sins

· did the 4 friends knew also of the man's spiritual needs?

The man's physical needs were obvious, his spiritual needs not so obvious … we don't know about them in the story until Jesus declares his sins forgiven.

( What are some of the observable needs of people you know that can demonstrate a deep spiritual hunger?

· struggle with managing money

· unsuccessful relationships

· unhappiness with vocations, job situations

· overly worried about health

· families that have gone through great tragedy – even though it is through no fault of their own, yet they still have spiritual need, hunger

· children who are willfully disobedient
· piled up responsibilities which seem to overwhelm

· struggle with a habit

· the heavy responsibility of being a care giver 

In the following passage, listen for principles about sharing Christ with unbelievers.

Col. 4:2-5 (NIV)   Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. [3] And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. [4] Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. [5] Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 

What evangelism/witnessing principles do you see presented by this passage?
· pray for them

· look for opportunities

· pray for open doors to an opportunity to witness

· learn to present a clear and understandable story of what God has done in your life, along with the plan of salvation

· act with wisdom … neither be timid, nor overpower people with your witness

· when God gives you opportunities to specifically share the Good News of salvation, make the most of it
Think of some names of non-believing co-workers, friends, neighbors, or family members … write them down in the blanks on page 18 of your Student Guide

· get together with one or two people next to you and share these names

· describe who they are and a little bit about the person

Now in your groups of 2 or 3, take some time to quietly pray for each of the names

· trade lists with those in your small group

· pray for your partner's names

· pray for the courage to initiate a conversation about God with them this week

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 As you pray this week …

· continue to pray for the needs of the folks on your list

· ask God to soften your heart and give you a real love for all the unbelievers with whom you come in contact

· ask God to give you and folks in our class, the opportunities to invite others to our activities and the courage to tell them about Christ

4.2 Let's be sure to plan a fun and food filled activity to which we can invite some unbelievers

· what seasonal activities might we have coming up?

· who wants to try out a new recipe on the class?

4.3 Be on the look out for "who's hurting?"

· God sometimes softens people's hearts through problems they are facing

· If someone you know is struggling with something, this may be God's open door to reach them with the Love of Jesus
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