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Live Now … and Forever

1. Motivate

What kinds of excuses do procrastinators use?

· don’t have time now

· it will get done eventually … by someone

· why be so paranoid about getting this done now or getting it done on time?

· I learn better when I study right before a test

· I’ve got more important things to do … programs to watch … games to play

2. Transition

( Procrastinators don’t see some tasks as urgent.  

Why don’t we see spiritual matters as urgent?

· we know God is patient

· I’ll get right with God eventually

· judgment day, a day of reckoning is a long way off … I’ve got lots of time

Today ( we look at God’s plea in Is. 55 for His people to receive from Him abundant life … now.

3. Bible Study

3.1 God’s Offer: Receive Life to the Max
Listen for God’s invitation.
Isaiah 55:1-5 (NIV)    "Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money, come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.  [2] Why spend money on what is not bread,  and your labor on what does    Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good,  and your soul will delight in the richest of fare. [3] Give ear and come to me; hear me, that your soul may live. I will make an everlasting covenant with you,  my faithful love promised to David.  [4] See, I have made him a witness to the peoples,  a leader and commander of the peoples.  [5] Surely you will summon nations you know not,  and nations that do not know you will hasten to you, because of the Lord your God, the Holy One of Israel, for he has endowed you with splendor."

What does God invite His people to do?
· come to the waters

· come and buy and eat

· it will cost you nothing

· eat what is good

· pay attention to this

· “listen up”

What foolish characteristics are in contrast to people who do come?
· they spend on what is not food
· they squander wages on what does not satisfy

· they eat what is not good … spiritual/intellectual/emotional  junk food!
What kinds of things to people spend their resources on which do not satisfy long term?
· material goods

· entertainment

· substance abuse (including gluttony)

· gambling

· trying to “buy” friends and influence

Now back to God’s offer … what does it feel like to get something for which you did not work or pay?

· lucky,  fortunate

· satisfying, 

· gratified,  glad you saved money

· excited

God is not talking about literal water or food here … what do you think He is talking a bout?

· spiritual sustenance

· salvation initially

· abundant, satisfying life

· spiritual life … union with God now and throughout eternity

So what, then, keeps people from accepting God’s offer for the abundant life offered in this passage?

· pride

· ignorance

· misunderstanding

· worry about the “strings” that might be attached

· unbelief

· rebellion

· stupidity!

What are some synonyms for the word “covenant” used here?
· agreement

· contract

· promise

· pledge

What do you think the mutual benefit is for the members of the parties in the covenant mentioned here?
	What does God receive?
	What do believers receive?

	· our faith

· our praise

· our worship

· our thanksgiving
	· eternal life

· a personal relationship with the God who created the universe

· fruit of the Spirit, also Spiritual gifts


This covenant is ours when we accept God’s invitation!
3.2 God’s Invitation: Turn Now and Be Forgiven
Listen for what happens when we turn to the Lord.
Isaiah 55:6-7 (NIV)  Seek the Lord while he may be found; call on him while he is near. 

 [7] Let the wicked forsake his way and the evil man his thoughts. Let him turn to the Lord, and he will have mercy on him, and to our God, for he will freely pardon.

What words and phrases in this passage suggest urgency?
· seek while He may be found

· call while He is near

Why should people today realize the urgency of accepting God’s invitation?

· you don’t know what a day holds

· the days of your physical life may be very short in number

· the longer you wait, the more blessings you miss out on

· other events may cause a person to become so bitter or hardened so as to never desire to respond to God’s urgings

· is it possible God will in essence say to a person, “You’ve continuously and repeatedly rejected me … I’ll not bother you any more”?

What words and phrases in the passage speak to the issue of repentance?

· wicked forsake his way

· evil man forsake his thoughts

· turn to the Lord

According to this passage, what happens when a person turns to the Lord?
· God has mercy on that person

· God pardons that person

Think of a time when you were punished for a wrong doing as a child …

· you deserved the spanking or the time out

· you were forced to realize that if you do the “crime” you do the “time”

How would you have felt if someone else had taken the punishment for you?

· grateful

· relieved

· you owed them

· valued their friendship, their love for you

Because Jesus has taken the punishment for your sinfulness …

( God can pardon you

· the offer is free to you

· the only requirement is confession (agree with God you are sinful)

· repentance (reject your sinful ways, turn your life towards God)

· receive by faith His grace and mercy of forgiveness 
3.3 God’s Guarantee: His Promises Won’t Fail
Listen for how God’s word is like seed.
Isaiah 55:8-13 (NIV)   "For my thoughts are not your thoughts,  neither are your ways my ways,"   declares the Lord.   [9] "As the heavens are higher than the earth,  so are my ways higher than your ways  and my thoughts than your thoughts.   [10] As the rain and the snow  come down from heaven,  and do not return to it  without watering the earth  and making it bud and flourish,  so that it yields seed for the sower and bread for the eater,   [11] so is my word that goes out from my mouth:  It will not return to me empty,  but will accomplish what I desire  and achieve the purpose for which I sent it.   [12] You will go out in joy  and be led forth in peace;  the mountains and hills  will burst into song before you,  and all the trees of the field  will clap their hands.   [13] Instead of the thornbush will grow the pine tree,  and instead of briers the myrtle will grow.  This will be for the Lord's renown,  for an everlasting sign,  which will not be destroyed."  

According to this passage, what sequence of events does God cause to provide us with bread?
· causes rain and snow to water the earth

· causes the earth to bud and flourish

· provides seed for the farmer to sow

· results in grain to make bread

How is this like God’s words which He declares?

· His words are “spread out” (like rain) upon the hearers

· it never just “lands” out there with no effect

· what God says will accomplish what He desires

· it achieves His purposes

How do you feel when someone breaks a promise they made to you?
· disappointed

· discouraged

· feel you cannot trust them again (at least any time soon)

How do you feel when you know you can depend on someone’s promise?  On God’s promises?

· assured, encouraged, dependant

Now let’s list the results of God’s promise of the accomplishment of His Word.
· you will go out in joy
· you will be led forth in peace

· music all around – even from the trees

· ugly surroundings replaced with useful and beautiful 

· everyone will know that God is the one who did this … He will be glorified

· you will be reassured of the reality and certainty of His promises

4. Application
4.1 Consider your own personal desires and ambitions

· Evaluate whether or not your “thirst” is being satisfied by the direction of your life

· How are you expending your resources?
· Do you or someone you know need to come to Jesus for spiritual life or for a spiritual refreshing?

· Jesus invites you now.

4.2 When God is dealing with you it is best to respond as soon as possible

· the longer you put off the decision, the longer you miss out on God’s blessing

· repeated rejection of God’s Holy Spirit talking to you makes it harder for you to respond the next time

· God is merciful and eager to forgive … respond now

4.3 Consider what you would tell someone else who is looking to experience the most out of life right now.

· challenge them to experience “maximum life” with God

· share with them how God’s Word has been something that is dependable in your life
· share some of the promises God has brought to reality for you

· write out a detailed description of the “maximum life” and steps to take to find it

· share it with someone

“Procrastinators Unite!  (Tomorrow)”





It is between two people … each promise to do certain things … usually for the mutual benefit of both parties.





Turn away from sin





This is God’s promise!
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