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Live in Light, Not Darkness

1. Motivate

You hear one child ask another, “Where does the darkness go when light comes?”   What answer can  you imagine given by the second child?

· it goes to the other side of the earth

· it melts away like ice melts

· it drifts away like steam or smoke drifts away

· it goes to the basement or attic or under the bed
What is a more scientific answer an adult might be able to give?

· it really doesn’t “go” anywhere

· darkness is the absence of electro-magnetic waves we call light

· a lighted area has those electro-magnetic waves present
· similar to silence versus sound … absence or presence of sound waves

2. Transition

“Light” can be information or understanding …

             darkness then is the lack or absence of understanding
( God wants people to discover light (wisdom) for living through His Word
( Today we look at how the Israelites were advised to consult God concerning their future
3. Bible Study

3.1 Turn to God and His Word
Listen for both good and bad sources of “light.”
Isaiah 8:18-22 (NIV)  Here am I, and the children the Lord has given me. We are signs and symbols in Israel from the Lord Almighty, who dwells on Mount Zion. [19] When men tell you to consult mediums and spiritists, who whisper and mutter, should not a people inquire of their God? Why consult the dead on behalf of the living? [20] To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, they have no light of dawn. [21] Distressed and hungry, they will roam through the land; when they are famished, they will become enraged and, looking upward, will curse their king and their God. [22] Then they will look toward the earth and see only distress and darkness and fearful gloom, and they will be thrust into utter darkness. 

What source of light or wisdom and direction was God offering to the Israelites?

· Isaiah and his sons (with very descriptive or prophetic names)

· signs and symbols from God

· the law and testimony, God’s words

Where were the Israelites looking for direction and hope?
· mediums, spiritists

· consulting the dead 

Where do people in our culture look for direction in life?
· consultants

· therapists

· palm readers, fortune tellers, horoscopes

· advice columnists

· friends

· self help books

· the internet

Why do we often consult God last?

· we think we can figure things out

· we have a humanistic mindset (if you study something well enough, you can find a solution)

· we are afraid the problem is too big for God (He is not powerful enough)

· we think the problem is too small for God (He is too busy, He does not care enough)
(both of these are lies from the Devil)

According to the passage, what would be some of the results for the Israelites of not looking to God’s Law?

· they have no light

· they are distressed, hungry, lost

· they become enraged

· they curse both the government and God

· all they are able to perceive is distress, darkness, fearful gloom

· cast into utter darkness

How do these results work out in our modern lives today?

· depression

· uncontrolled anger

· mad at God

· feel totally at a loss to know what to do

· constant feeling of hopelessness

How have you seen people who don’t worship God blame or curse God when they encounter hardship?

· why did God “do this to me”

· how could a “so called God of love do this to someone”
· this isn’t fair, I don’t deserve this
Note the key phrase … “don’t worship God”

( When we don’t discover the greatness, the power, the authority … and the love of God

      Then we will be quick to depend on self and blaming God
( I should be depending on God and  admitting/confessing the blame for myself
3.2 Look for God to Act
Listen for contrasts Isaiah used to communicate his prophecy.
Isaiah 9:1-5 (NIV)  Nevertheless, there will be no more gloom for those who were in distress. In the past he humbled the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, but in the future he will honor Galilee of the Gentiles, by the way of the sea, along the Jordan-- [2] The people walking in darkness have seen a great light; on those living in the land of the shadow of death a light has dawned. [3] You have enlarged the nation and increased their joy; they rejoice before you  as people rejoice at the harvest, as men rejoice when dividing the plunder. [4] For as in the day of Midian's defeat,  you have shattered the yoke that burdens them,  the bar across their shoulders,  the rod of their oppressor.  [5] Every warrior's boot used in battle and every garment rolled in blood will be destined for burning, will be fuel for the fire. 
	What contrast do you see?
	What happens for each?

	· in the past

· in the future

· darkness, shadow of death
· light
	· humbled Zebulun, Naphtali
· will honor Galilee of the Gentiles

· people walking in darkness

· light seen, light dawned, rejoicing


How might the “great light” be understood as a Messianic prophecy? How can various phrases of the passage be interpreted in that context?
	Phrase from the passage
	Possible implication

	· people walking in darkness?

· people living in shadow of death?

· see a great light?

· rejoicing over plunder

· shattered the yoke that burdens?

· battle uniforms burned?
	( no knowledge of Gospel message

( we stand condemned for our sinfulness

( Jesus, the light of the world

( rejoicing over new life, abundant life

( freed from the power of sin over our lives

( old sinful life put away, taken off


Think about a time when you were physically walking in a dark place … how was it different when the light came on?
· you can see where you are going

· you avoid things you would have bumped into or fallen over

· you are no longer afraid

· you can see how to get to where you want to go

What about a time when you were trying to proceed with a complete lack of understanding or wisdom as to what you should do?  How was it different when God gave you “light” and revealed His direction?

· gloom lifted

· confusion gone

· continue on in life with confidence

· better able to trust in His light and wisdom for the next situation

· easy to see what is the right direction, what to do, what not to do

( God will give light when you pursue knowing and worshiping Him, putting Him in charge of your life, submitting to Him
3.3 Live in Light of God’s Sovereignty
Consider some of the dreams and expectations you have had for your children

· be a sports star

· get good grades

· be well adjusted, have friends

· accept Christ as a youngster

Listen for the titles or qualities given to God’s promised child.
Isaiah 9:6-7 (NIV)    For to us a child is born,  to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. [7] Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end. He will reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it  with justice and righteousness from that time on and forever.  The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this. 
This was the “light of the world” that God is promising … how do you think people might have responded to the promise that this would be a child?

· might have expected a king, like David

· might have expected a warrior (again like David)

· a child would be unexpected

· how could a child be the deliverer they needed (whether politically or spiritually)?

	What titles would be given to this special child?
	What are the implications or characteristics suggested by the titles?

	· Wonderful Counselor

· Mighty God

· Everlasting Father

· Prince of Peace
	· gives wisdom, gives direction, guides – in a wonderful way

· powerful, in charge, able to handle all situations, sovereign

· can always be approached as a loving father, always watches over, always protects

· brings peace to situations, ends conflicts, brings peace between God and men,  helps us to live at peace with one another


In what ways do we need God’s counsel?
· decisions about the future

· how to change our lives for the better

· things present in our lives which we should avoid 
What else do we learn about the rule or the kingdom of this child? (vs. 7)
· it will be an ever increasing rule

· He will reign on David’s throne (David’s descendant)

· He will rule with justice and righteousness … He will do the right things

· God the Father will accomplish this … zealously so

This rule will be much more than political  … God will rule in the hearts and minds of those who come to Him in repentance and faith!

4. Application
4.1 Make a list of people you know who do not have the light of Christ in their lives

· pray for them

· pray for an open door to share Christ with them as soon as possible

· pray their hearts will be “good ground” for the Seed of the Word of God

4.2 We talked about how God accomplished His purposes through a Child … God born into the world as a baby human

· consider that God has specific purposes for those children in your church’s Sunday School
· pray for their positive reception of His guidance in their lives

· pray for their spiritual growth

4.3 Participating in God’s Kingdom is our greatest calling

· ask God to show you what role you might play in the outreach of your church

· ask your church staff if there are opportunities for service or ministry where you might volunteer

· trust in God’s empowering for ministry
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