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Live in God’s Peace

1. Motivate

Which is harder … inner peace or outer peace?  Why?
	Inner Peace
	Outer Peace

	· some people have a hard time forgiving themselves

· we know our own foibles

· we struggle with bad habits

· people unwilling to submit to the Lord

· some people take all the turmoil they know about and try to handle it themselves
	· you cannot control other people who cause strife
· hard to forgive what other people have done to you
· too many conflicts in the world to handle

· the world is full of bad things happening (just watch CNN and Fox)


2. Transition

Today ( We look at how Jesus gives these kinds of peace and more!
3. Bible Study

3.1 Remember Your Past
Listen for “disadvantages” Paul sees about those who are Gentiles.
Ephes. 2:11-13 (NIV)  Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth and called "uncircumcised" by those who call themselves "the circumcision" (that done in the body by the hands of men)-- [12] remember that at that time you were separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of the promise, without hope and without God in the world. [13] But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ. 

What disadvantages do you see?

· Jews call the Gentiles “the uncircumcised” in a derogatory sense

· formerly separated from Christ

· they were excluded from citizenship in Israel

· they were not included in the covenants of promise

· they were without hope

· they were without God

According to the passage what happened to solve these problems?

· now in Christ Jesus

· brought near to Christ

· accomplished by the blood of Christ

What kinds of things contribute to someone being “far away” from Jesus Christ today?

· lack of teaching, lack of example

· made bitter by experiences

· struggling with many temptations

· rebellious attitude

· despair about changing

· drawn into sin by bad influences

For someone struggling with one or more of these problems, what are the disadvantages of living without Christ?
· separated from God’s presence in your life

· are not part of the Body of Christ, the church (though they may have a church membership somewhere)

· don’t qualify for any of God’s promises (except for the offer of salvation)

· have no hope of victory over their problems

What then would be present advantages of living your life with Christ?

· united with Christ … friendship with God (instead of enmity)

· belong to the universal body of believers, the Church, the Body of Christ

· the members of the body will minister to one another, encourage, exhort

· you have God’s promises now applying to you

· presence of the Holy Spirit within your life … enabling, empowering, encouraging

· God is at work within your life … giving victory over sin
Why could it be helpful to look back at your life BC (before Christ) and recall the hopelessness you experienced?
· reminds you of how much your life has changed

· reminds you of the miracle of what God has done in your life

· become more aware of how God has made you a New Creation

· you see the contrast of then and know

· it prompts you to thank the Lord more often, more deeply
3.2 Understand God’s Peace
Listen for how Jesus is our peace.
Ephes. 2:14-18 (NIV)  For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, [15] by abolishing in his flesh the law with its commandments and regulations. His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of the two, thus making peace, [16] and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through the cross, by which he put to death their hostility. [17] He came and preached peace to you who were far away and peace to those who were near. [18] For through him we both have access to the Father by one Spirit. 

According to this passage, what has Jesus done to bring us peace?
· “made the two one” … united Jew and Gentile into one people of God

· destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility

· abolished in his flesh the law

· did away with commandments, regulations

· create in himself one new man out of the two

· reconciled both Jew and Gentile to God through the cross

· put to death their hostility

· came and preached peace to those far away and near

· gave access for all to the Father by one Spirit

What kind of barriers cause hostility in our world?

· race

· economic

· social

· religious, denominational, even factions within a denomination
· age
· musical preferences within a church

How does what Christ has done bring down these kinds of barriers?

· when we realize that His death was for all people … not just “my group”

· Christ loved people from “the other group” just as much as He loved me

· God shows that He is big enough to appreciate qualities of all different kinds of people, all different kinds of music, people of all ages
How is peace more than just the absence of hostility

· it is being unified

· it is wholeness

· it is a sense of well being

· feeling peaceful is more than just the absence of irritations

· it also includes the joy of your surroundings

What steps can we take to bring peace where division exists within a church?

· pray God’s blessing on those with whom you disagree

· perform unsolicited acts of kindness

· daily thank God that He has done away with your separation from Him – remembering that at one time you were His enemy
· ask God for an understanding spirit

· claim the Fruit of the Spirit, love to be at work in your heart

Consider the abolishment of commandments and regulations … what do you think Paul meant by this?  Are we now to ignore the Ten Commandments?

· this spoke to the many religious observances of Jewish sacrifices (Passover, Day of Atonement, Feast of Tabernacles, etc.)

· These were required to remind them of what God had done for them

· the animal sacrifices looked forward to, were a symbol of Christ’s redemptive work when He died on the cross

· now that the actual judgment for sins was carried out in Christ’s death, the yearly sacrifices were no longer needed

· the Ten Commandments (and other similar standards of behavior) are still in place … they act as a “mirror” to show us how we have missed the mark of what God requires

3.3 Accept Your Place
Listen for the analogies Paul used to describe the church.
Ephes. 2:19-22 (NIV)  Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people and members of God's household, [20] built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. [21] In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. [22] And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

If we were to draw a diagram or sketch of Paul’s illustration of the church, what parts of the building would we include?
· foundation blocks say “apostles and prophets”

· corner stone has “Christ” on it

· believers’ names on the building blocks

· Holy Spirit dwelling within

What do you think is the significance of Christ as the corner stone?
· the other “walls” are lined up on Christ

· if you remove that one stone, the whole building might crumble

· His place in the church is a place of prominence and honor

What can we do to continually align ourselves with Christ, the Cornerstone?

· read and heed His teachings

· talk to Him in prayer

· be sensitive to the urgings of His Holy Spirit

· apply the Truth you receive in preaching services, in Bible study groups

How are Christians like a “living building”?

· we are the building blocks which make up the church

· different sizes, shapes, functions

· all fit together to accomplish the task of the Body of Christ, the Church

Consider the importance of “fitting together” of different elements of the structure of a building  … prevents leaks, shifting, collapse.  What kinds of attitudes or actions sometimes need to be adjusted in our lives so that we “fit together” with other believers?

· set aside attitudes of self importance

· respect for other people’s opinions

· realization that when we get to heaven, none of us will be 100% correct on our theology

· appreciation for the skills God has given to others

· willingness to minister where needed

· willingness to use the Spiritual Gifts God has given us

Note also the concept of being “no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow citizens with God's people.” 
· when someone becomes a naturalized citizen of a the US there are no differences between their rights and the rights of someone born here

· Paul is saying here that no race of people have a natural advantage in the kingdom of God

· all citizens of the kingdom are equal

( Thank God for the opportunity you had to become a citizen of God’s Kingdom!
4. Application
4.1 Consider what changes you could make in your life to live more in peace with God.

· daily time together with Him

· conversation with Him … He speaks through His Word 

· you tell him your feelings, your love, your needs in prayer

4.2 Consider what changes you could make in your life to live more at peace with people

· appreciate their good points

· pray God’s blessings on them

· offer words of encouragement

· ask God’s forgiveness when you sense that you have a spirit of animosity

· ask their forgiveness when your animosity has been out in the open for them to know about

4.3 Be an active part of the “whole building” that is the Church
· participate in the ongoing ministry of the church

· work together with the other “building blocks” to build up (not tear down) the church

· look for ways that you can be involved … whatever the level of visibility … not all the building blocks are visible 
Note: this may be better given as lecture material than trying to elicit these concepts in discussion.





Give learners a piece of paper to make their own sketch.  Ask for volunteers to display their renderings.  Make sure the elements listed are pointed out.  Alternatively, ask for class to help you draw these elements on the marker board
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