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Life Begins At Reception

1. Motivate

Consider some of the recent uses of the term “born again”  (from the first two pages of a Google search)
· Born Again Radio is a contemporary Christian music radio station

· The Born Again Rat Packer (Honoring The Rat Pack)
· Born Again by Charles W. Colson
· Democratic Party must be 'born again,' Carville says 
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· “BORN AGAIN TERRORISTS : The neo-conservative fundamentalists of America are congratulating themselves for their successes in spreading democracy in the Middle East” (from a witch craft web page)
Why do you think there is confusion and misuse of this term?

· typical of words to lose their original meaning and evolve

· may well be influence of Satan to confuse the world

· becomes a mocking phrase

· used in a pejorative sense (on purpose) by opponents of Christianity 
2. Transition

Today ( we will look at the role of each person of the Trinity in the process of the new birth
3. Bible Study

3.1 Source of the new Birth
Listen for who did receive Jesus, who did not receive Jesus.
John 1:10-13 (NIV)  He was in the world, and though the world was made through him, the world did not recognize him. [11] He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him. [12] Yet to all who received him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God-- [13] children born not of natural descent, nor of human decision or a husband's will, but born of God. 

Who did not receive or recognize Jesus?
· the world

· his own people (the Jewish people)

Why do you think He was not received or recognized?
· preoccupation with other things
· not willing to accept His message, His claims

· unwilling to allow Him to change their lives

· focusing on, emphasizing the wrong things (please God by works)

What is given to those who do receive Jesus?
· the right to be the children of God

· to be sons of God
What does it means to “receive” Jesus?

· accept His message

· believe in His name … in what He stands for, in His authority

· believe what He claims

· I accept as “Truth for me” the facts of Jesus death which took the punishment I deserved for my sinfulness

· submit to Jesus as Lord of your life

According to verse 13, what other sources do people turn to in seeking God?

· being born into the family of God; the Jews thought being born a Jew was enough

· even today, easy for children to get the idea that their parents’ faith is sufficient

· not of the will of the flesh … not by trying or working at it, doing some set of deeds
· not by the effort of your will, not by human initiative

What is there about being someone’s child that affects us?
· our behavior

· our  looks

· our life experiences, opportunities

· our opinions, even quite possibly our political leanings

How should being a child of God affect our lives?

· as above, our behavior 

· the language we use

· the things we are interested in … where we go, what activities we’re involved in

3.2 Agent of the New Birth
Listen for the role of the Holy Spirit in the new birth.
John 3:5-8 (NIV) Jesus answered, "I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and the Spirit. [6] Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit. [7] You should not be surprised at my saying, 'You must be born again.' [8] The wind blows wherever it pleases. You hear its sound, but you cannot tell where it comes from or where it is going. So it is with everyone born of the Spirit." 

List the elements of the two different kinds of birth … spiritual, physical.
	Physical
	Spiritual 

	· born of water (amniotic fluid – “water bursts”)

· flesh (physical parents) give birth to flesh (physical life)
	· born of the Spirit of God

· Holy Spirit gives birth to spiritual life


Consider some of the forms of personal “efforts” of changing one’s …

· counseling

· support groups

· shock therapy

· hypnotism

· will power

· biblical instruction
Why do  you think the Holy Spirit is a more effective means of changing a person’s life than these methods?
· God’s Spirit changes you from the inside

· God changes your motivation

· He is with  you all the time, a psychologist is only with you during a session

· God knows what you are really like, you can fool a psychologist

· will power efforts are only as good as the strength of our will … it may be making the wrong decisions

The passage says that God’s Holy Spirit is like the wind … what are some characteristics of wind listed by the passage?

· the wind blows where it pleases

· you can hear the winds effects as it blows through trees, through wind chimes

· you can also see the effects of the blowing wind 

· we don’t know for sure where the blowing air came from

· we don’t know where it will end up

How do these characteristics of wind describe the work of the Holy Spirit?

· God’s Spirit is sovereign, does as He pleases

· we cannot know His source, His end … we do see the results of His work

· we can see changed lives … in our own lives, in the lives of others

What does it mean to say that the Holy Spirit is the “agent” of the new birth?

· God’s Spirit is the one who convicts/convinces us of our sinful condition

· It is this Person of the Trinity who dwells within the believer

· He is the one who affects the changes in our lives

3.3 Initiator of the New Birth
Listen for why God the Father sent His Son into the world.
John 3:14-17 (NIV)  Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the desert, so the Son of Man must be lifted up, [15] that everyone who believes in him may have eternal life. [16] "For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life. [17] For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 

How would being a parent help you understand the measures God took to provide salvation for you, His child?
· parents love their children, do not want bad things to happen to them

· God loved us despite our sinfulness

· He sacrificed His Son, part of Himself, to provide new life for us … a fresh start free from that sinful condition … free from enslavement to sin.

Recall the “snake event” in Numbers 21:4 – 9.

· the people suffering from snake bites had merely to look at the snake image on the pole

· John here says that this was a symbolic event that looked forward to Jesus being “lifted up” on a cross

( Note that in both situations, it was God’s purpose to save … not to condemn

Why do you think John 3:16 is one of the favorite verses of the Bible?

· it is the Gospel in a nutshell

· it so succinctly summarizes what God has done and how to receive it

· it describes so effectively God’s love and its availability

3.4 You Must Believe
Listen for the contrast between someone who has believed and the unbeliever.
John 3:18 (NIV)   Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not believed in the name of God's one and only Son.  … 3:36 Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life, but whoever rejects the Son will not see life, for God's wrath remains on him." 

List the contrasts between the believer and the unbeliever.

	Believer
	Unbeliever

	· not condemned

· has eternal life
	· condemned already

· will not see life

· God’s wrath remains on him


Note who it is that decides on the state of being condemned or not condemned …

( the individual … you
4. Application
4.1 As a devotional exercise write out a paragraph or two about how the new birth has made a difference in your life

· contrast the before and after

· make note of what your life might have been without Christ

· thank God for what your life is now with Christ

4.2 If you have received new birth in Christ, consider how far along you have matured
· are you a toddler, a child, a teen, or an adult in your walk with God

· be thinking about this over the next few weeks as we study growing up in Christ

· ask God to help you to learn to grow and mature

4.3 Think of people you know who do not believe in Christ … what kinds of things might they need to know to be able to make that choice of believing in Christ?

· they might not know how much Christ loves them

· they might not realize their need for salvation

· they might not understand that salvation is more than a fire escape from hell

· John 10:10 I am come that they might have life, and that they might have it more abundantly. 


Closing prayer:  God, I thank you that you sought each one of us out as individuals.  We thank you that Jesus died and rose again to give each one of us new life.  Thank you that your Spirit comes into our lives as believers and we can be truly born from above.  We unite in prayer for friends and family who have yet to experience that new birth.  May your Spirit work in their hearts and minds, convincing them of their need for the Savior and His sufficiency for them.    Amen
Suppose all of  you class members are a group of psychologists … how would such a group rank these means of treatment in order of significance?
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