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Jesus: Our Sacrifice

1. Motivate

What is an example of a family member or friend making a sacrifice for you?
· parents to get you through college

· a sibling who gave up a special event to help you

· a parent who sacrificed time to baby sit your kids 

· a spouse who set aside money from their budget or their own funds to do something special for you

· a friend who gave up an afternoon to help you fix something in your house

· a teacher who stayed late to help you

· a soldier who gave his/her life to protect our freedom

2. Transition

Note that in these examples, people are not just giving, but giving for a good purpose
Today ( we want to look at the nature of Jesus’ sacrifice for us
3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus’ Perfect Work
Listen for two of Jesus’ seven last statements.
John 19:28-30 (NIV)  Later, knowing that all (everything) was now completed, and so that the Scripture would be fulfilled, Jesus said, "I am thirsty." [29] A jar of wine vinegar was there, so they soaked a sponge in it, put the sponge on a stalk of the hyssop plant, and lifted it to Jesus' lips. [30] When he had received the drink, Jesus said, "It is finished." With that, he bowed his head and gave up his spirit. 

What were the two statements?

· I am thirsty

· It is finished

What do you think Jesus meant when he said that “all/everything is completed”?

· His physical death was all but a done deal

· He had died spiritually … that is He had been separated from God 

· He had suffered, His minutes were numbered

· He had bore the sins of all men

· this was the task for which He had come to earth

Consider what kinds of sacrifices an artist makes to finish a piece of art (painting, sculpture, etc.)?
· time

· physical energy

· emotional energy, creative energy

· constructive criticism

· reworking, refinishing

What are some of the feelings an artist would have when the last stroke of the pen or brush or chisel is taken?
· “is it really finished?”

· what a relief

· a sense of accomplishment

· pride in a job well done

How do we see this expressed by Jesus?  (  “It is finished!”

Note the connotations of this statement from the original language

· expresses perfection

· victory

· completion

· means “to bring something to its intended goal or end

· was a one time event

What might Jesus have thought and felt to know His perfect sacrifice was complete … nothing more would ever need to be done to His sacrifice?

· full of joy

· excited

· relieved

· no more anticipation of the pain and grief

· sense of accomplishment

· peace

· at the same time still in anguish over all the events and experiences

How was Jesus sacrifice “perfect” in contrast to the existing Jewish system of animal sacrifice?
· only needed to be done one time … for all time

· one Man to cover all other men

· He truly was perfect … the animal sacrifices only relatively so

· animals were only substituted for judgment that humans deserved … humans had sinned, a human had to die for the deserved punishment

What difference does it make in our lives that Jesus was a perfect sacrifice for our sins?

· I need not repeatedly take sacrifices to a temple to be killed to satisfy God’s anger against my sin
· I can stand before God today … He looks at me as if I had never sinned

· I am at peace with God and can be at peace with others and with self

· I need not (indeed, I cannot) earn my salvation … it is a free gift

3.2 Jesus the Perfect Lamb
Listen for two reasons that Jesus’ legs were not broken.
John 19:31-37 (NIV) Now it was the day of Preparation, and the next day was to be a special Sabbath. Because the Jews did not want the bodies left on the crosses during the Sabbath, they asked Pilate to have the legs broken and the bodies taken down. [32] The soldiers therefore came and broke the legs of the first man who had been crucified with Jesus, and then those of the other. [33] But when they came to Jesus and found that he was already dead, they did not break his legs. [34] Instead, one of the soldiers pierced Jesus' side with a spear, bringing a sudden flow of blood and water. [35] The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe. [36] These things happened so that the scripture would be fulfilled: "Not one of his bones will be broken," [37] and, as another scripture says, "They will look on the one they have pierced." 

Why were the Jews concerned about the prisoners left hanging on the Roman crosses?
· was about to be the Sabbath

· they believed that the land would be defined if a body hung on the cross throughout the night of the Sabbath (Friday sunset to Saturday sunset)

What other reason might the religious leaders have wanted the whole thing to be over?

· Jesus had been popular among many people

· the longer He is on the cross, the more chance that there would be a grassroots uprising

· they want to avoid commotion, avoid confrontation with Jesus’ followers

We might ask, “What is wrong with this picture?”    What is ironic about this whole scene?
· on one hand they are worried about fulfilling every jot and tittle  of the law

· on the other hand they have engineered the execution of an innocent man who they see as a threat

Now … what were the two reasons that the soldiers did not break Jesus’ legs?

· he was already dead

· this fulfilled prophecy

How did they make sure of His death?

· soldier pierced His side

· stabbed into heart, drained his blood

Why is it important to know that Jesus really died?

· he didn’t just faint

· he wasn’t taken down just unconscious

· he actually experienced both spiritual and physical death

· he was the substitute, the Lamb of God that took away the sin of the world

· the sacrifice was required to die … not just suffer … the wages of sin is death
Consider verse 35 … The man who saw it has given testimony, and his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you also may believe.
What is the significance of this verse?

· the evidence is not hearsay, not mere folk tales passed down through generations
· the writer testifies that he actually saw all of this

· you can depend on what he is saying because he was an eyewitness

· he is writing this so that you can believe that this is what indeed happened

3.3 Jesus the Perfect Substitute
Listen for how Christ’s sacrifice was different from Old Testament sacrifices.
Hebrews 9:22-26 (NIV) In fact, the law requires that nearly everything be cleansed with blood, and without the shedding of blood there is no forgiveness. [23] It was necessary, then, for the copies of the heavenly things to be purified with these sacrifices, but the heavenly things themselves with better sacrifices than these. [24] For Christ did not enter a man-made sanctuary that was only a copy of the true one; he entered heaven itself, now to appear for us in God's presence. [25] Nor did he enter heaven to offer himself again and again, the way the high priest enters the Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own. [26] Then Christ would have had to suffer many times since the creation of the world. But now he has appeared once for all at the end of the ages to do away with sin by the sacrifice of himself. 
According to verse 22, what must happen in order for sins to be forgiven?
· everything must be cleansed with blood

· without shedding of blood, there is no forgiveness

According to the passage, what did Jesus accomplish by becoming a substitute for us?

· purified us

· brought forgiveness

· appeared in the presence of God for us

· offered Himself once and for all

According to this passage what had to happen repeatedly, every year?

· high priest offered sacrifice again and again

· entered Most Holy Place every year with blood that is not his own

· the sacrifices were never totally sufficient … always had to be repeated

How did this contrast with Christ’s sacrifice?

· was not required to enter a sanctuary repeatedly each year

· did not have to suffer each year, many times
· appeared once for all times

· did away with sin by sacrificing himself … this one and only time

Consider the substitutes we experience in our culture …

· menu choices (fries for baked potato)

· substitute teachers

· stunt doubles for actors

· sugar substitutes

How is this different from Jesus being our substitute?

· Jesus was the perfect substitute

· None of us was perfect enough to be a substitute for someone else

· We are the real thing … the real sinful thing

· Jesus is the substitute that was perfect … that made it possible for Him to be a substitute
4. Application
4.1 Consider your yearly expenses … multiply that by your anticipated number of adult years … total expenses … probably at least in the hundreds of thousands … for many people total expenses over a lifetime could easily be even millions

· now consider that someone offered to pay for this sum … your lifetime expenses

· you would experience gratitude and relief

· think of other emotions you would have

( Consider the debt (expense) of your sin … past, present, future

· Jesus has paid this debt!

· celebrate each day as you remember that your sin debt has been paid by the substitutionary death of Jesus Christ

4.2 What attitudes, actions, habits will prove your gratitude for Jesus, your perfect sacrifice?

· declare your submission to Him

· seek to know Him better

· praise Him in prayer and in singing

· tell others about what Jesus has done for you

4.3 As a devotional exercise

· write out a prayer of thanksgiving for the sacrifice made by Jesus

· share this with your family at a meal

· ask them to state sentence prayers of thanksgiving

The substitute is often just not as good as the real thing
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