3/27/05
Jesus: Our High Priest

1. Motivate

Let’s see who in the class has the biggest ring of keys.   Can you name all the things those keys give you access to?  Who has one or more keys that you don’t know what it gives access to?

· car

· house

· boat

· storage shed

· work

· desk

· gun cabinet

· briefcase

· tool box

2. Transition

If a key provides access, then what “key” gives us access to God and His heaven?
( Today we study the answer to that question

3. Bible Study

3.1 Living Lord
Listen for why it was the women who were the first to discover that Jesus had risen.
Mark 16:1-7 (NIV)      When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices so that they might go to anoint Jesus' body. [2] Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, they were on their way to the tomb [3] and they asked each other, "Who will roll the stone away from the entrance of the tomb?"     [4] But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. [5] As they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were alarmed.     [6] "Don't be alarmed," he said. "You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. [7] But go, tell his disciples and Peter, 'He is going ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.' " 

Imagine you are a newspaper reporter … what are the five “W’s” of the story here?

Who

Mary Magdalene, Mary (mother of James), Salome

When

Early first day of week, after sunrise, Sabbath over

Where

on the way to the tomb and at the tomb

Why

going to anoint Jesus’ body

What

worried about moving stone


get there and find stone already moved



find a man dressed in white, but Jesus body is gone



told that Jesus is risen, go find him in Galilee, tell the disciples

Put yourself in their place … what would you have been talking about on the way?

· this is so sad

· how will we move the stone

· will the guards bother us

· now what will happen

· say, where did the disciples go?

· do we have enough spices?

Why do you think God sent an angel?
· to tell them what had happened … it was not a grave robbery

· to give them instructions

· to prove the resurrection … see the place where he lay

If you were there with them, what questions might you have wanted to ask the angel?

· how did this happen?

· who are you, really?

· did you take Him somewhere?

· what happened to the guards?  how did the stone get rolled away?

· where is Jesus now?

· what do you mean, “risen”?

What kinds of things might an unbeliever ask about the empty tomb?

· how do we know it was the right tomb?

· how can you prove it wasn’t a grave robbery?
· was he really dead to start with … maybe just unconscious?
· where did He go?
· what was the point of dying, just to come alive again?

· how do we know He did come to life again?

We have considerable evidence from the recorded events that Jesus is alive … what evidence should we expect to see that Jesus is alive and  present within in the life of a believer?

· fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, goodness, kindness, patience, ….)

· a desire to read, apply, absorb God’s Word
· quick to share Jesus with others
· involved in Christian ministry
· speech free from off color comments, jokes, vocabulary
· generous with resources
· not self centered
3.2 Permanent Priest
What comes to mind when you think of a “priest?”

· man with collar backwards

· person who hears confessions

· person who speaks Latin

Listen for how Jesus as High Priest is different from the Old Testament priests.
Hebrews 7:23-28 (NIV)      Now there have been many of those priests, since death prevented them from continuing in office; [24] but because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood. [25] Therefore he is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them.     [26] Such a high priest meets our need--one who is holy, blameless, pure, set apart from sinners, exalted above the heavens. [27] Unlike the other high priests, he does not need to offer sacrifices day after day, first for his own sins, and then for the sins of the people. He sacrificed for their sins once for all when he offered himself. [28] For the law appoints as high priests men who are weak; but the oath, which came after the law, appointed the Son, who has been made perfect forever. 

Contrast Jesus as High Priest versus the Old Testament priests.
	Old Testament priests
	Jesus, High Priest

	· deaths result in succession of priests


· only able to perform ceremonies


· had to offer sacrifices daily

· sacrifices for personal sins, for sins of the people

· priests are men who are weak

· required by the law
	· Remains forever, permanent priesthood

· always able to save

· always lives to intercede

· sacrifice once for all

· offered Himself as the sacrifice


· the perfect sacrifice

· result of God’s promise


Which of Jesus’ qualities as High Priest make Him superior to the Old Testament priests?

· permanent priesthood

· sacrifice once for all

· He was the perfect sacrifice

How was His sacrifice superior to those made by the Old Testament priests?

· was once for all

· was not an animal sacrifice … He was the sacrifice

· He was resurrected by God … now intercedes for us

What does it mean when one person intercedes for another during a conflict?
· person who intercedes acts as a go-between

· represents your concerns, your interests before someone else who is often an authority figure

How might you have interceded for someone else or someone interceded for you in a conflict?

· for your children with a teacher

· for a fellow worker with a boss

· a lawyer might do this for you before a judge

· a coach might do this with an umpire or referee

Consider how Jesus intercedes for us …

· represents our needs before God the Father

· accomplishes the gift of favors and blessings of God to all believers

How would being reminded of Jesus sacrifice for you help you refuse to submit to temptation?
· you might think how that sin was something that tortured Jesus even more

· if He loved me that much, I want to please Him

· if He loved me that much, He can certainly help me remain strong, steadfast

3.3 Sufficient Savior
Listen for what the living Jesus is doing for believers today.
Hebrews 9:11-14 (NIV)      When Christ came as high priest of the good things that are already here, he went through the greater and more perfect tabernacle that is not man-made, that is to say, not a part of this creation. [12] He did not enter by means of the blood of goats and calves; but he entered the Most Holy Place once for all by his own blood, having obtained eternal redemption. [13] The blood of goats and bulls and the ashes of a heifer sprinkled on those who are ceremonially unclean sanctify them so that they are outwardly clean. [14] How much more, then, will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered himself unblemished to God, cleanse our consciences from acts that lead to death, so that we may serve the living God! 

How is the heavenly tabernacle in which Christ serves as high priest described?
· greater and more perfect

· not man-made, not part of this creation

Where is this tabernacle???

· God’s presence in heaven

· the Most Holy Place was God’s very presence in heaven … not just some small location on earth where God occasionally manifested His presence

By what means did Christ enter the Most Holy Place – God’s very presence in heaven?

· not by blood of goats and calves

· by his own blood

· once and for all

Why do you think the author kept emphasizing that Christ’s sacrifice was “once for all”?

· was in direct contrast to the Old Testament practice of daily and yearly sacrifices

· this brought to an end the need for daily sacrifices

· all those thousands of sacrifices looked forward to Jesus once for all sacrifice of Himself

· He was truly the perfect sacrifice … the animals provided were only relatively so

What benefits do believers in Christ derive from the sacrifice Christ made on their behalf?  What is the living Jesus is doing for believers today?
· cleanse our consciences

· cleanse us from dead works (acts that lead to death) … good deeds that accomplish nothing … dead works

· enables us to serve the living God

What are some practical ways that we can “serve the living God?”

· involvement in outreach ministries of the church

· involvement in service ministries

· working with kids in VBS

· prayer ministries

· volunteer tasks needed in the church (cleanup, clerical, etc.)
4. Application
4.1 This week focus on the hope of Jesus’ resurrection

· our loved ones are with Jesus in heaven

· the same power that raised up Jesus from the dead is at work in my life 

· I can live a victorious life because Jesus conquered death

· when we face death we need not fear as the world fears

4.2 Consider the task given to the women at the empty tomb … 

· we are not to just come and hear the Good News

· we have a mandate to go and tell
· who is in your circle of acquaintances with whom you can share the Good News of the resurrection this week

4.3 Ask God to direct you into some of those practical ways we listed by which you could “serve the living God”

· outreach ministries

· music ministries

· service outreach

· helping church staff with extra tasks
Note that all of these questions are great openings for you to give a witness for salvation









5

