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Jesus Opens Our Eyes

1. Motivate

In what way would being blind change your life?
· have to quit the job you have now

· couldn’t drive yourself to where you want to go

· TV, movies become less entertaining

· unable to read like you did before – must listen to books on tape, learn Braille 

· cannot watch kids, grandkids or see what they look like

· need assistance to go anywhere outside your home (guide dog, etc.)

· must depend on other senses (hearing, smell) for warning

2. Transition

Today we meet a man whose life was changed in the opposite way … he was born blind and gained his sight.
( Jesus gave him not only physical sight, but also spiritual sight.

3. Bible Study

3.1 “I’m the One!”
Listen for how many different characters are in this scene.
John 9:8-10 (NIV)   His neighbors and those who had formerly seen him begging asked, "Isn't this the same man who used to sit and beg?" [9] Some claimed that he was.  Others said, "No, he only looks like him."  But he himself insisted, "I am the man."   [10] "How then were your eyes opened?" they demanded.  

Let’s list the people in this scene and what each was saying:
Neighbors 
- isn’t this the man who used to sit and beg?

Others

- no, it only looks like him

The man
- It’s me … I am the one who used to sit and beg

Why do you suppose there was confusion about who he really was?

· he was no longer sitting and begging

· he was up and about, looking at them

· he was out of his usual context

· there was such a change that it was hard to see him as his old self

How would you have felt about seeing someone you had known as a very restricted person due to blindness all of a sudden be walking about and obviously seeing?

· surprised

· nervous about what to say

· happy for him

· not sure how to address him

· very curious about how it had happened

· wonder if he had been faking it all those years so he could beg
What kind of other misfortunes in our lives turn into an opportunity for God to demonstrate His power?
· recall Don Piper’s testimony about being so terribly injured, even pronounced dead, and recovering to return to preaching
· financial setbacks where God provides the way out

· prodigal children who go astray and God brings them back

· loss of a family member 

· marital separation

· being forced to make a major change in vocation

( God healed the blind man, gave him sight – God can work in your situation!

( Know that this will have an impact on others as well … be prepared to share the reality of God’s faithfulness – be ready to say “I’m the one God helped.”

3.2 “Ask Him; He’s of Age”
Listen for ways in which the man’s parents are careful in their answers.
John 9:20-22 (NIV)  "We know he is our son," the parents answered, "and we know he was born blind. [21] But how he can see now, or who opened his eyes, we don't know. Ask him. He is of age; he will speak for himself." [22] His parents said this because they were afraid of the Jews, for already the Jews had decided that anyone who acknowledged that Jesus was the Christ would be put out of the synagogue. 

What do the parents admit to in this passage?
· this is our son

· he was born blind

· now he can see

What disclaimers do they make?

· we don’t know how he can now see

· we don’t know who opened his eyes

· you’ll have to ask him … he’s of legal age to speak for himself

What were the reasons for their reluctance to speak?

· they were afraid of the Jewish leaders

· the leaders had decreed that people must not be allowed to see Jesus as the Messiah
· anyone who did would be excommunicated from the synagogue

· admission of Jesus as healer/miracle worker could be construed as such a claim

What kind of censure do Christians face today – in America, in foreign countries?

	In America
	In foreign countries

	· branded as not politically correct

· accused of hate 

· told we should be more tolerant

· declared to be deluded by Bible myths
	· in danger for their lives

· kicked out of their family

· cut off from commerce, boycotted

· can lose jobs, citizenship


Consider the Post Modern philosophy that “truth” is relative to each individual’s own experience – “what’s valid for you may not be valid for me.”
Note that this can be used as advantage when sharing our faith:

· let me tell you about “my Truth”

· let me tell you about my personal experience

· since it is truth for me, you cannot refute my personal experience

· my Truth has been very real and powerful in my life … could be for you too

( Personal testimony trumps academic quibbling 

3.3 “One Thing I Do Know”
Listen for the conclusion we see the man come to.
John 9:24-25 (NIV) A second time they summoned the man who had been blind. "Give glory to God," they said. "We know this man is a sinner." [25] He replied, "Whether he is a sinner or not, I don't know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!" … [30] The man answered, "Now that is remarkable! You don't know where he comes from, yet he opened my eyes. [31] We know that God does not listen to sinners. He listens to the godly man who does his will. [32] Nobody has ever heard of opening the eyes of a man born blind. [33] If this man were not from God, he could do nothing." 

What request/demand did the religions leaders make of the man?
· give the glory to God

· you must realize this man is a sinner for breaking Sabbath law

What were the points the healed man now makes?

· I cannot judge whether or not He is a sinner

· I can tell you that I was blind and now I can see

· you guys claim not to know His origins

· at the same time \He did this great miracle, He opened my eyes

· How could He be a sinner to do this

· He had to be from God, else He could do nothing

Why do you think the man was so bold in speaking to the Pharisees?

· they could not argue against his personal experience

· it was obvious that a miracle had happened

· he was getting weary of their nit-picking

· the main point was that a wonderful miracle had occurred and they were more concerned that rules about the Sabbath were violated

· he concluded that if they were truly men of God, they would be more interested in what God was doing … not in their own rules

What are some things God has done in your lives about which you could give a similar convincing testimony?

· provided finances

· rescued someone from sinful lifestyle

· brought you through a stretch of illness

· found you a job

3.4 “I Believe, Lord!”
Listen for who is truly the blind person in the story?
John 9:35-39 (NIV)   Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, "Do you believe in the Son of Man?"   [36] "Who is he, sir?" the man asked. "Tell me so that I may believe in him."   [37] Jesus said, "You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you."   [38] Then the man said, "Lord, I believe," and he worshiped him.   [39] Jesus said, "For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind."  

Why did Jesus come and find the formerly blind man?

· heard he had been thrown out by Pharisees

· wanted to follow up

( Jesus knew that the man needed to make a further step spiritually

What does Jesus ask the man?

· do you believe in the Son of Man (the Messiah)?

What are the man’s responses?

· just who is this Son of Man?  

· I’m ready to believe

· I do believe

· he worshiped Jesus

What reasons does Jesus state that He had come into the world?

· for judgment

· so the blind will see

· so that those who see will become blind

What do you think Jesus meant by the last two statements?

	the blind will see
	those who see will become blind

	· those who are physically blind can receive physical sight

· those who are spiritually blind can receive spiritual sight

· Truth will be seen by all who chose to do so
	· some people might have physical sight only
· if they reject the Truth about Jesus, they will end up spiritually blind

· Jesus message and ministry forced people to make that choice about Truth


How can we reach out to people who are spiritually blind and don’t know it?
· minister to a variety of needs

· note that Jesus dealt first with the physical need

· show God’s love to people that are hurting

· only then do we earn the right to share the Gospel

4. Application

4.1 Consider if there are areas in your life where you need to have your spiritual sight corrected
· focus your attention on Who Jesus is and what He wants to do in your life

· don’t be always looking at the peripheral issues of life which have little eternal significance

· like the man born blind, allow God’s various kinds of healing to draw you into a more perfect spiritual sight

· look at life through the filter of God’s Truth

4.2  Who in your circle of influence has a need that God can use to bring them to Truth?

· how can you minister God’s love to them?

· how can you help to provide their need?

· how can that assistance be a stepping stone to the sharing of the Gospel message?

· be ready to share your own “this one thing I know” experience

4.3 Faithfully pray for those who are “stuck” in their blindness

· they may or may not already be a believer, but they are struggling with the choice whether or not they will “see” the reality of God’s Truth

· pray that they will see Truth

· pray that God will open their eyes
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