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Humble Service

1. Motivate

In what way does our society instill in us the desire to be served?
· we are a service oriented economy

· we patronize all kinds of restaurants where we get served

· we hire people to do various tasks for us (gardening, catering, tree trimming, etc.)

· we enjoy being waited on

· when we pamper ourselves we indulge in being served (spa treatments, room service, personal trainer …)

· when we order over the phone, people serve us
2. Transition

Jesus demonstrated by example the concept of humbly serving others
( Today we look how it is a blessing to be serving others in the Name of Jesus
3. Bible Study

3.1 The Perfect Example
Listen for what Jesus did that was unusual.
John 13:1 (NIV)  It was just before the Passover Feast. Jesus knew that the time had come for him to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he now showed them the full extent of his love. … [3] Jesus knew that the Father had put all things under his power, and that he had come from God and was returning to God; [4] so he got up from the meal, took off his outer clothing, and wrapped a towel around his waist. [5] After that, he poured water into a basin and began to wash his disciples' feet, drying them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 

What does the passage say about the prominence of who Jesus really was/is?

· God the Father had given Him all power

· He had come from God

· He was returning to God

· He is the most important personality in the universe!

Despite His position as God of the Universe, Jesus loved these men He had mentored.  

How did Jesus show his disciples the full extent of his love?

· He got up from the meal

· took off His outer clothing, wrapped a towel around his waist

· put water in a basin, began to wash and dry the disciples feet

( Recall some of the conversations the disciples had recently had in Jesus presence …

· wanted to have positions immediately beside Jesus’ throne when He began to reign

· argued about who was really the greatest disciple

· in the midst of His teaching about the coming death and resurrection, they are quibbling about who is more important

When and why is it difficult for you to serve others like Jesus did?
· when it is unappreciated

· when it is really a dirty job (note the popularity of the TV show, Dirty Jobs)

· [image: image1.wmf]when it is something that requires loss of dignity

· when it pays little or nothing
· when really busy, really tired, really stressed

· when the recipient doesn’t really deserve it, in my opinion


Country singer Mac Davis had a song 

In contrast to that attitude … most humble people would never think of themselves as humble.

Why do you think that is so?

· that’s basically the definition of humility

· they are unassuming

· they are actually more aware of their limitations, their shortcomings than of their strengths

What are some traits of humility that God would want us to possess and practice?

· willing to help others

· willing to do menial tasks when needed

· give freely of our resources to the work of the Kingdom of God

· be honest with yourself about your limitations, and your skills/spiritual gifts

· don’t try to be someone you are not, and don’t try to deny abilities God has given

Consider Romans 12:3 (NIV)  For by the grace given me I say to every one of you: Do not think of yourself more highly than you ought, but rather think of yourself with sober judgment, in accordance with the measure of faith God has given you. 

3.2 The Natural Response

Listen for how Peter responds to Jesus’ selfless actions.
John 13:6-10 (NIV)   He came to Simon Peter, who said to him, "Lord, are you going to wash my feet?"   [7] Jesus replied, "You do not realize now what I am doing, but later you will understand."   [8] "No," said Peter, "you shall never wash my feet."  Jesus answered, "Unless I wash you, you have no part with me."   [9] "Then, Lord," Simon Peter replied, "not just my feet but my hands and my head as well!"   [10] Jesus answered, "A person who has had a bath needs only to wash his feet; his whole body is clean. And you are clean, though not every one of you."  

Why do you think Peter expressed shock?
· he  realized how inappropriate it was – “what’s wrong with this picture?”
· he (Peter) was the underling, the fisherman turned disciple

· Jesus was the wise teacher, the leader, the esteemed rabbi … the Messiah

· it was supposed to be a lowly servant who did this smelly job

When and why do you find it difficult to allow others to serve or help you in time of need?
· you don’t want to be “in debt” to that person

· it is sometimes a matter of pride, you have to admit that you need help
· you don’t want to inconvenience that other person
· you feel you don’t deserve the help
· sometimes  you feel it would be easier to take care of things yourself … the other person might not be able to do it to the expectations you set for your own self
Note how Peter was struggling, uncomfortable with the lesson 
Jesus was trying to teach all the disciples through this sequence of events …
· the previous “who’s the greatest?” conversations

· revelations of  the coming crucifixion and resurrection
· the humble, servant task of foot washing
In what ways does God work in our lives that make us uncomfortable?
· sickness
· death of loved one

· natural disasters

· conflict

· loss of job

· aging

· struggles of children/grandchildren

What does Jesus tell Peter?
· you don’t realize the significance of what I’m doing now
· later on you will understand

· you must let me do this … or have no part of me at all
How does Peter show that he starts to understand what Jesus is trying to show them?

· don’t do just my feet

· wash my hands and my head as well

( Peter is expressing his 100% willingness to submit to the lesson Jesus is teaching them

How do we express our willingness to submit to God’s workings in our lives?

· quit struggling, complaining, whining

· talk to Him in prayer

· tell Him in words how you feel and your determination to respond in faith
· write a journal or diary account of what God is doing and how you are responding

· act in obedience
· become involved in the work of the Kingdom of God – maybe in the same area where God has been teaching you a lesson

· learn to trust Him in those times where He stretches you

· declare your trust in God in those times

· share with an accountability partner … what God is doing, how you are responding

3.3 The Divine Blessing
Listen for Jesus explanation of the lesson He was teaching the disciples.
John 13:12-17 (NIV)  When he had finished washing their feet, he put on his clothes and returned to his place. "Do you understand what I have done for you?" he asked them. [13] "You call me 'Teacher' and 'Lord,' and rightly so, for that is what I am. [14] Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another's feet. [15] I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you. [16] I tell you the truth, no servant is greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. [17] Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them. 
What titles or roles does Jesus give to Himself in this passage?
· Teacher

· Lord

· master

· the one who sends the messenger

So, what is Jesus point after claiming these positions of authority?

· It is God’s purpose that all believers should be willing to take the role of a servant

· God intends for us to live the role of servant leadership

· greatness is demonstrated by willingness to serve

· greatness is not necessarily proved by wielding authority over others and bossing them around 

In what kinds of service can we be involved in our circle of acquaintances?
· helping out a neighbor who is going through a time of sickness

· volunteering for maintenance or office tasks around the church

· helping out with children’s ministries

· opening your home for a neighborhood Bible study

· doing errands for someone who is indisposed

· yard work for an elderly person

· hauling neighborhood children to kids meetings

What promise does Jesus give for believers who involve themselves in servant leadership?
- Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them

What could prevent us from being rewarded for acts of kindness?

· wrong motivation

· not acting in love, that is – expecting to receive back some kind of reward

· grudging actions … “I guess I have to do this, but I really don’t like it”

What kind of blessings do you think Jesus is talking about?

· spiritual blessings

· the joy of seeing God at work

· make new friends

· you make investments of your resources that pay off eternally

4. Application
4.1 Learn that the believer should consider no service too menial

· you might be asked to help out in some needed but difficult or unpleasant task around the church

· if you are able, be willing to help out no matter what your “position of greatness”

4.2 Consider how God is working in  your life …

· what is going on that makes you uncomfortable, but God is using to teach you a lesson

· embrace the lesson … learn God’s lessons from all the events in your life

· trust Him to accomplish His purposes, no matter how strange your “foot washing” experience seems at the time

4.3 Remember that Jesus is our example of humble service
· only as you know Jesus can you follow His example

· when you walk day by day, closely with Him, you will acquire His love and motivation for others around you

· be assured of God’s blessings for servant-leadership
Oh Lord it's hard to be humble


when you're perfect in every way.


I can't wait to look in the mirror


cause I get better looking each day.


To know me is to love me


 …


Oh Lord it's hard to be humble


but I'm doing the best that I can.


I used to have a girlfriend


but she just couldn't compete


with all of these love starved women


who keep clamoring at my feet.


Well I prob'ly could find me another


but I guess they're all in awe of me.


Who cares, I never get lonesome


cause I treasure my own company





"Lord, are you going to wash my feet?"
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