12/10/06
Hope That Lives

1. Motivate

What are some things people in our culture hope for?
· win the lottery

· their team wins

· their children pass the test they’ve studied (or not studied) for

· they get over the current illness

· they get that present for Christmas they’ve been wanting

· a white Christmas

· to find that special someone

2. Transition

In this context we are using “hope” as a verb … “I hope we have good weather for travel”
( In today’s Scripture, we find that “hope” is a noun … 

( The hope God gives sustains you even in the worst of times and experiences
3. Bible Study

3.1 The Foundation of Hope
Listen for words that describe our inheritance.
1 Peter 1:3-5 (NIV)    Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, [4] and into an inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fade--kept in heaven for you, [5] who through faith are shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time.  . . . [18]  For you know that it was not with perishable things such as silver or gold that you were redeemed from the empty way of life handed down to you from your forefathers, [19] but with the precious blood of Christ, a lamb without blemish or defect. [20] He was chosen before the creation of the world, but was revealed in these last times for your sake. [21] Through him you believe in God, who raised him from the dead and glorified him, and so your faith and hope are in God. 

What are words and phrases that Peter uses to describe our spiritual inheritance?
· can never perish

· will not spoil

· it will not fade

· it is kept in heaven for you

· it will be revealed in the last time

What act on Jesus’ part makes hope possible?

· God’s mercy

· a living hope

· resurrection of Jesus from the dead

· redeemed with the precious blood of Christ

· he was the perfect “lamb” chosen before creation

· we believe in Him, in what He has done, in the resurrection from the dead

· we believe in the fact that God has done this 

We listed things that people hope/wish for.  On what do they base these kinds of hopefulness?

· good luck

· a skillful quarterback

· the weatherman

· personal effort

· a good doctor

How do these basing your hope on these kinds of things often disappoint?

· they had bad luck

· the quarterback got hurt

· the weatherman was wrong
· no matter how hard I try, I just cannot do it

· the doctor tried his best, our loved one still didn’t get well

Peter talks about a “living hope.”  What do you think he meant by this phrase?  How is it “living?”
· based on a living God
· based on Jesus who lived, died, and was raised again to life
· a hope that is not just a wish
· the object, the basis of the hope is a powerful, sovereign, and loving God who has demonstrated those qualities in the redemptive work of Jesus

3.2 The Perspective of Hope
Listen for a reason Peter gives for trials in our lives.
1 Peter 1:6-9 (NIV) In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. [7] These have come so that your faith--of greater worth than gold, which perishes even though refined by fire--may be proved genuine and may result in praise, glory and honor when Jesus Christ is revealed. [8] Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, [9] for you are receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls. 

Peter talks of suffering grief in all kinds of trials .  What kinds of trials do you imagine these folks had?

· persecution from Jews

· persecution from Romans

· normal problems of finances, health, 

· ornery neighbors, in-laws, and outlaws

· kids growing up

· parents getting older

In what wrong ways can we react to these kinds and other troubles in our lives?
· complain, grumble

· respond in anger … even declare we are mad at God

· worry, lose sleep

· rebel

· drown sorrows in substance abuse (alcohol, drugs, food, chocolate, etc.)

What reasons does Peter give that we have these experiences?

· your faith is proved genuine

· it results in praise to God

· God is glorified and honored

· Jesus is revealed to you and through your life

· you realize that your faith is worth more than gold

Notice the comments of verses 8 and 9 … note the contrast
	Even though …
	Still …

	· you have not seen Him

· you do not see Him now
	· you love Him

· you believe in Him

· you are filled with inexpressible joy


How would clinging to this promise and perspective influence your outlook on daily living?
· you remember His love, His power when you face a problem
· you don’t grumble quite so quickly

· you look for God’s purpose

· you seek to learn the lesson God has for you in each bump in the road

· you remember to praise Him in the midst of, despite the problem

· the lessons of faith and hope better enable you for the next situation or for ministering to others going through similar problems

3.3 The Fulfillment of Hope
Listen for what probably frustrated prophets as they ministered for God.
1 Peter 1:10-12 (NIV)  Concerning this salvation, the prophets, who spoke of the grace that was to come to you, searched intently and with the greatest care, [11] trying to find out the time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them was pointing when he predicted the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. [12] It was revealed to them that they were not serving themselves but you, when they spoke of the things that have now been told you by those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven. Even angels long to look into these things. 

What does this say the prophets  were trying to find out as they spoke of God’s grace?

· they searched intently, with greatest care

· they tried to find out the time and circumstances their prophecies spoke of

· what was the timing and purpose of the Messiah?

· why would the Messiah (Christ) suffer, how would He suffer

What hindsight do we have that they did not?

· God’s intent was that Jesus die for our sins

· they were talking about a Messiah who would suffer in our place

· their message was not for them … it was for us … we can put together what they prophesied and what we know about Jesus and it all makes sense

· when we hear and communicate the good news today, it is in context

Consider how this fuller knowledge strengths our faith and hope?
· we see the fulfillment of Old Testament prophecies

· we see more of the workings of the plan of God down through the centuries

· if God can work out those parts His plan despite Satan’s and man’s oppositions, certainly He can continue to bring His plans to culmination in Christ’s return

3.4 The Life of Hope
What was/is the purpose of a “hope chest?”

· chest for storage of clothing (trousseau) and 
· household goods in anticipation of marriage
Just like a woman preparing for a wedding day storing valuable furnishings

( so we in the church should be preparing for Christ’s return.

Listen for preparation instructions Peter gives to the recipients of his letter.
1 Peter 1:13 (NIV) Therefore, prepare your minds for action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. 

What preparation instructions does Peter give?

· prepare your minds for action

· be self controlled

· set your hope on the grace given you
· set your hope on the coming revelation of Jesus (the 2nd coming)

What would be true about a Christian whose mind was prepared for action?
· focused on knowing Jesus better

· not caught up in materialistic pursuits

· involved in kingdom ministries … serving God’s Kingdom

· priorities set on making God first in one’s life

( Hope is confidence that God’s past faithfulness guarantees that believers will experience His workings in their lives in the future.   
What are some ways God has worked in your past that encourages you to anticipate what He will do in your future?

· provided financially

· physical healing and renewing

· intervened for children, grandchildren

· given direction

· opened doors of opportunity

· blessed even simple involvement in church ministries

· protected from harm during traveling

( Our hope is God’s gift that has its foundation in trusting God to keep His Word.
4. Application
4.1  Evaluate your own life … how has hope in God’s faithfulness changed your life?

· how much of Christ do others see in your lifestyle

· how does your responses to life’s events show  your hope in God

· how does your real hope contrast with the world’s view of hope?

4.2 Make a list of people you know who need real hope
· how can you share and demonstrate a life of hope with them

· pray for their needs … let them know that Jesus provides hope

4.3 Consider the need to demonstrate a life of real hope in raising your children and grandchildren
· do they see you reading God’s Word, praying?

· how do they see you responding to life’s problems?

· where do they see you placing your priorities … your time, your resources?
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