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Honor Christ

1. Motivate

How do people commonly show admiration for famous people?
· follow them in the news

· buy their books, their records

· collect pictures of them

· pay to get their autograph

· cheer for them

· collect memorabilia about them

· drive a long distance (pay a considerable sum)  to see/hear them

· if it’s a politician, work for their election

2. Transition

Today we see how a crowd of people showed admiration for Jesus
( We consider how we can show admiration and honor Him 

… in obedience … with praise … by sharing His concern for others
3. Bible Study

3.1 Obey Christ as Lord
Listen for someone who obeyed Jesus.
Luke 19:28-32 (NIV)    After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. [29] As he approached Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to them, [30] "Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. [31] If anyone asks you, 'Why are you untying it?' tell him, 'The Lord needs it.' "    [32] Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 
What were Jesus specific instructions to the two disciples?
· go to the village up ahead

· there you will find a colt tied there (a never ridden colt)

· untie it and bring it to me here

· if you are asked about it, tell them “the Lord needs it”

What other options of entering Jerusalem do you think Jesus could have had?
	Other options
	Significance of such an option

	· walk

· ride a horse or camel 

· get carried in on people’s shoulders

· maybe ride in on a cart or wagon
	· same as before, situation normal

· enter as a warrior or famous traveler

· just had a recent victory

· come as a merchant or as an invalid 



What would be the significance of those options contrasted to riding an insignificant animal such as a donkey?
What kinds of details have you forgotten when taking a trip?
· forget a piece of clothing (necktie, belt, shoes, specific outfit)

· forget tickets, wallet, keys

· forget one of the kids

· drive off from a stop without one of the family (thought they were sleeping in the camper in the back)

What are some ways that the detail of the availability of the donkey might have happened?

· Jesus just knew (revealed to Him by the Holy Spirit)

· He had made arrangements with the owner previously

· He had previous knowledge about a man with livestock who was generous

( Jesus was fully aware of even the tiny details needed for His triumphal entry into Jerusalem

· however it happened, He knew there would be a young donkey waiting

He invited two disciples to join His quest ... to participate in this detail

· they were obedient!

· they got to participate in something that was unique in all history … never to repeat

What kinds of events/quests does God call believers to today?

· leading people to Jesus

· making friends for the Kingdom of God

· ministering to the needs of people in desperate situations 

· refugees from hurricanes 

· or from tsunamis  

· people suffering from health crises, or other tragedies

· families that have fallen apart

What can we do to be ready and to live in obedience, joining God in quests that might be unique in history?

· be sensitive to needs around you

· ask God to give you compassion for needs around you

· study, meditate on the attributes of God (love, compassion, faithfulness, etc.) and allow God to instill those qualities within you

· surrender to God’s Holy Spirit who grows the Fruit of the Spirit within you (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, self control,  …)

3.2 Praise Christ as King
Listen for why the Pharisees were upset with the shouts of the crowd.
Luke 19:35-40 (NIV)  They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. [36] As he went along, people spread their cloaks on the road. [37] When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen:  [38] "Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!"  "Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!"   [39] Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, "Teacher, rebuke your disciples!"  [40] "I tell you," he replied, "if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out." 

What was done by people as the procession started and continued on?
· some put robes on the donkey as sort of a saddle

· people spread their cloaks on the road

· crowd joyfully praised God in loud voices

· they praised Him for miracles

What were the phrases they shouted?

· "Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!"  
· "Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!"  
The Pharisees told Jesus to rebuke His disciples … what reasons might they have had?
· they might have thought this was blasphemy

· they were jealous of the attention

· they didn’t think Jesus deserved the adulation

· they thought Jesus was intentionally misleading the people

On many previous occasions, Jesus had told people not to tell what had happened, not to share news of a miracle.  Why did He allow it to happen this time?
· it was time for people to realize that he was, indeed the Messiah

· all these events would bring to culmination the things that must happen (capture, death sentence, crucifixion, resurrection)

What are some times when we eagerly praise God?

· when someone we’ve been praying for gets well

· when a fund raising event reaches its target

· when someone comes to Jesus for salvation

· when we experience a spiritual victory over some habit, some opposition

· when a soldier comes home safely

What are some things that get in the way of our praise, things that can hinder our joyful praise?

· when the person does not get well, or the soldier does not come home

· basically, when the event we had hoped for does not happen

· it’s hard to praise God joyfully when you are ill, when you just don’t feel good physically

· when you’ve had an emotional confrontation 

· when you are forced to deal with continuous and stressful family demands (multiple small children, a busy schedule, in-laws and out-laws)

How do we learn to praise God in spite of these hindrances?

· practice praising God in every situation

· make a practice of praising Him multiple times a day … certainly He deserves it!

· tell Him your frustrations, fears … then praise Him for His sufficiency for all things
3.3 Share Christ’s Concern
Listen for reasons why Jesus was driven to tears.
Luke 19:41-44 (NIV)  As he approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it [42] and said, "If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace--but now it is hidden from your eyes. [43] The days will come upon you when your enemies will build an embankment against you and encircle you and hem you in on every side. [44] They will dash you to the ground, you and the children within your walls. They will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God's coming to you." 

What reasons do you see here that drove Jesus to weep?
· Jerusalem did not (would not) know peace

· they had rejected the One would give them peace, now their eyes were unable to see that possibility

· in the days ahead Jerusalem would be surrounded, captured, invaded, destroyed

· people will be savagely killed

· all because the people did not recognize the time of God’s coming 

What kind of “peace” were the people of Jerusalem seeking?

· throw off Roman military and political dominance

· religious leaders wanted the “peace” of job security

· maybe return to the international dominance of Israel during the days of David and Solomon

· economic good times

What kind of “peace” are people seeking for in today’s world?

· relief from economic problems

· protection from terrorists

· an end to military conflicts, regional wars

· desire for satisfying relationships

· solutions to certain diseases which plague mankind

( Consider that all these are merely symptoms to the same problem as faced by the people of Jerusalem in Jesus’ day

· people reject the One who would give them true peace
· they have missed the “time of God's coming” in the person of Jesus Christ
What are some reasons that we do not have the same passion for people who miss God’s peace as did Jesus?

· we may still be struggling for that same peace ourselves

· we are self centered, caught up in our own activities and needs

· we don’t allow God’s Spirit to produce the Spiritual Fruit of love
( Ask God to give you a burden for the lost, for those in spiritual need around you

( As the title of this section declares, “Share Christ’s concern”

4. Application
4.1 Make a list of ways you can honor Christ this week, based on the events recorded in our Scripture passage

· singing His praises

· “count your many blessings” in writing … list them each day

· honor Him with your financial resources

· honor Him with the use of your time for His ministries, His Kingdom
4.2 Easter season is approaching … make a point to be involved in specific events that focus on true Easter celebration

· send religious Easter cards

· invite prospects to Easter church events

· how about an Easter block party and share your personal testimony before desserts are served

· make sure your children know that the focus of Easter is Jesus … not the Easter Bunny

4.3 As Americans who celebrate freedom, we often have trouble placing ourselves under control of another … 

· but the Lordship of Christ is exactly that

· we must surrender our lives to Jesus’ control

· ask God to show you areas of your life that indicate an attitude of rebellion

· Honor Christ by confessing, repenting, then surrendering that area to Him
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