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High Impact Believers

1. Motivate

What is your favorite spice?  In what food do you like to taste it?
· oregano – used for pizza

· cinnamon – used in cinnamon rolls

· salt – makes most everything taste better

· caraway seed – used in rye bread

· garlic – garlic bread

· vanilla – in ice cream

· cilantro – in Mexican food

· allspice – in apple pie

2. Transition

Jesus said that believers are supposed to flavor the world for the good … like salt
( Today we look at the kinds of influence we are supposed to have as Christians
3. Bible Study

3.1 Preserve Influence
Listen for a problem that can develop with salt.
Matthew 5:13 (NIV)  "You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 

What are some of the characteristics, qualities, or uses of salt?
· enhances taste of foods
· draws moisture

· keep down dust on dirt roads

· acts as a preservative

· raises temperature of boiling water

· an essential mineral for our bodies

· melt snow on roads

· used in water softeners

· makes brine colder

· can be used for cleaning

· as an antiseptic

If we recall spiritual characteristics from the Beatitudes – gentleness, poor in spirit, merciful, righteousness, pure in heart – how do these relate to the characteristics of salt?
· they enhance society – make it more palatable

· they preserve peace and joy in relationships

· they are essential for quality of life

· they are cleansing for our own personal lives

· they can heal interpersonal problems

What did Jesus say about when salt becomes worthless?

· loses its saltiness

· cannot be made salty again

· might as well throw it out

· use it to cover a pathway

( We might wonder about how salt “loses its saltiness” … 

· sodium chloride will always taste salty.  

· The problem was not the absence of the salt but the mixture with chemical impurities

In what ways do believers today lose their value to society by becoming mixed with “impurities?”
· become so earthly minded we are no heavenly good

· we acquire a worldly mindset

· our values are not based on scripture

· we fill our minds with too much earthly entertainment

· people cannot see any difference in our lives due to our faith … we look and act like one of them

· too worried about what people think about us (how we dress, where we go, the language we use, etc.)

· motivated by materialistic attitudes

· worried about political correctness

· know scriptural principles, but do not heed them

What are some issues prevalent in today’s society in which the preservative nature of Christian faith is desperately needed?

· abortion

· the content of entertainment (violence, horror, sexuality)

· too much emphasis on political correctness

· the push for excluding religion from public life (so called “separation” of church and state)

· the push for “tolerance” which is really intolerance for Christianity

· gay rights, influence of homosexual community

What are some effective ways to preserve righteousness in society?

· vote for people who hold values of righteousness

· support efforts to protect the community from sinful influences

· participate in government to have a positive influence

· pray for leaders at all levels

· communicate the gospel message that will change people’s lives
· participate in Christian ministries that will disciple believers

· exercise your spiritual gift to edify the body of believers … the church

· live/practice a life of righteousness – walk the walk as well as you talk the talk

3.2 Project Light
Listen for how the believer’s function in the world is like a light.
Matthew 5:14-16 (NIV)  "You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. [15] Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. [16] In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven. 

We don’t hide a light … it defeats the purpose … what are we supposed to do with a light

· put it on a stand

· put it in a prominent place

· let it shine all around

What does Jesus say we should do since we are “the light of the world”?

· let your light shine before men

· let people see your good deeds

· cause them to praise your Father in heaven

In what ways is our world, our culture, our society a dark place that needs light?

· a lack of spiritual Truth

· darkness of sin prevails in many people’s lives

· lack of godly influence in many situations

· people need the gospel, the knowledge of salvation 

· in some places in the world people have never even heard the name of Jesus!

How then do we let our light shine before men?

· share the gospel message verbally

· live out the Spirit filled life

· allow God to love others through you

· demonstrate the effect of God at work in a person’s life

· participate in Christian ministries

· be involved in community activities and let them see someone in whom the light of the gospel has had an effect

Who has been a “light of the world” in your life – who has demonstrated that kind of Spirit filled influence through good works?

· a pastor

· a youth worker

· the person who led you to Christ

· a parent or sibling or other relative

( Thank God for this person

Consider how you might pass on their positive influence by being a light in the lives of people within your sphere of influence.
3.3 Promote Righteousness
Listen for how Jesus refutes an accusation about His relationship to the Law.
Matthew 5:17-20 (NIV) "Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them. [18] I tell you the truth, until heaven and earth disappear, not the smallest letter, not the least stroke of a pen, will by any means disappear from the Law until everything is accomplished. [19] Anyone who breaks one of the least of these commandments and teaches others to do the same will be called least in the kingdom of heaven, but whoever practices and teaches these commands will be called great in the kingdom of heaven. [20] For I tell you that unless your righteousness surpasses that of the Pharisees and the teachers of the law, you will certainly not enter the kingdom of heaven. 
What facts does Jesus establish about the Law?  What does He say that demonstrates how important God considers the Law?
· He did not come to abolish the Law

· He came to fulfill the Law

· God’s Law will never disappear – it will all be accomplished

· God expects all of the Law to be obeyed, practiced, taught

· God’s expectations/requirements are very high … even more than how the Pharisees lived

Jesus said He came to fulfill the Law.  How do we see that demonstrated in His life and teachings?

· He taught it, He obeyed it

· He demonstrated love for others by His ministries to them

· He was more concerned about what God, His Father wanted than what men expected

· He stressed the spirit of the Law over the man made minutia of traditions
Jesus said that the one who practices and teaches God’s command will be considered great in God’s Kingdom.  Not all of us hold an official position of teacher.  In what ways do we have the role or responsibility of teaching?
· to children and grandchildren (no matter what their age)

· before people younger in their faith as mentors

· before unbelievers in the world around us (at work, our neighbors) by the way we live our lives

Scribes and Pharisees were known for outward righteousness, but their walk and talk did not always agree.  What steps do you take to insure the kind of righteousness that honors God?

· allow God’s Word to affect your life – when you read it, heed it

· be sensitive to God’s Spirit as He applies the Truth you hear taught and preached

· be aware of your motives 

· keep your relationship with Jesus up to date, 

· keep a teachable attitude

· maintain a hunger, thirst, craving for the Truth of God’s Word
4. Application
4.1 God calls us to be a preserving element in our society
· we are called to live as citizens of the Kingdom of God (the realm where God rules)

· when God does rule in our life we will have a godly influence on peoples hearts and behavior

· Jesus wants to advance His redemptive work in a corrupt society through our example

4.2 God calls us to be representatives of spiritual light to the world
· the world is in moral and spiritual darkness

· Jesus is the true Light of the world

· by attitude and behavior we are to show how He has changed our hearts

· we are to communicate to lost people the Truth of who Jesus is and what He has done for them

4.3 God calls us to promote righteousness
· this happens when we read, study, meditate on the Scriptures

· then we apply God’s Truth to our lives

· this results in God’s Righteousness flowing out through our lives to reach out to other people
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