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God Wants Me to Live in Peace



1. Motivate

What are some news stories you have heard about recently that demonstrate conflict or lack of peace?

	International
	National
	Local

	· bombings in Israel

· politics in South America

· Iraq and weapons of mass destruction
	· terrorist attacks

· arguments over who knew what, when

· who is at fault for the murder of the young gal in DC
	· school districts

· family squabbles

· how to spend tax dollars

· nurses upset about conditions


2. Transition

Today 
( we are challenged to live in peace


( even when conflict swirls around us

Isaac was a man acquainted with conflict – one time he actually lied to avoid conflict.

We will see today how he handled further conflict.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Conflict

Decide what you think about Isaac’s strategy for handling these conflicts.

Genesis 26:17-22 So Isaac moved away from there and encamped in the Valley of Gerar and settled there.  [18] Isaac reopened the wells that had been dug in the time of his father Abraham, which the Philistines had stopped up after Abraham died, and he gave them the same names his father had given them.  [19] Isaac's servants dug in the valley and discovered a well of fresh water there.  [20] But the herdsmen of Gerar quarreled with Isaac's herdsmen and said, "The water is ours!" So he named the well Esek, because they disputed with him.  [21] Then they dug another well, but they quarreled over that one also; so he named it Sitnah.  [22] He moved on from there and dug another well, and no one quarreled over it. He named it Rehoboth, saying, "Now the LORD has given us room and we will flourish in the land."  

What were the conflicts, how did Isaac handle them?

	Conflict
	How he handled it

	· reopened a well dug in his father’s day – locals claimed it as theirs

· reopened a 2nd well, again locals claimed it was theirs
	· moved on, didn’t fight it or take issue

· again, moved on without disputing ownership

· named the wells to fit the situations (maybe got certain amount of satisfaction of naming them)


What doe these actions suggest about Isaac’s character?

· he was wise – knew when to fight, when to let it go

· he was patient

· he was kind

What are some different ways that conflict can be handled?

· ignore it, maybe it will go away

· confront it – don’t let folks push you around, then they won’t be in conflict with you

· make a deal, compromise – everyone gives a little, gets a little

· be sneaky, manipulate the conflict process to your advantage to get the most out of it

· run away – if they cannot catch you, you won’t be in conflict with them!

· pray that God will bring peace to the situation – those in conflict will find agreement

Why is it harder to “wage peace” than to wage war?

· our sinful natures say “revenge”

· takes more inner control to respond in peace

· easier to fight back than to back off

How can Christians help nonbelievers accept that only God gives true peace?

· how we react to someone who opposes, offends us

· share the basic way to be at peace – the Gospel message

· pray God's blessing on someone who opposes, offends

· Proverbs 15:1   A gentle answer turns away wrath,  but a harsh word stirs up anger.

· demonstrate we are able to be/stay at peace, even when conflict goes on around us

3.2 Assurance

Listen for how God assured Isaac.

Genesis 26:23-25 From there he went up to Beersheba.  [24] That night the LORD appeared to him and said, "I am the God of your father Abraham. Do not be afraid, for I am with you; I will bless you and will increase the number of your descendants for the sake of my servant Abraham."  [25] Isaac built an altar there and called on the name of the LORD. There he pitched his tent, and there his servants dug a well.  

According to this passage, what did God do to reassure Isaac?

· God appeared to him

· Told Isaac who he was

· said “don’t be afraid”

· I am with you, I will bless you, I will increase the number of your descendants

What were the feelings Isaac was probably struggling with before God appeared to him?

· anger

· sadness

· feelings of unfairness, injustice

· might like to get even but both knowing it wouldn’t help, nor would it be right

· frustration

How would the assurance of God's presence and promises help?

· God knew what was happening

· Isaac was not alone, when God was with him, he knew he would be protected, vindicated

· people may seek to get the better of us, but when God is on our side we need not worry

What attitudes are reflected in Isaac’s actions portrayed in verse 25?

· he was declaring his ongoing trust

· he told God that he believed what God had said

· he thanked God for His love, care, provision

Consider the hymn, “Blessed Assurance” – what are some of the phrases of the lyrics which brings assurance to us?

· Jesus is mine

· we have a foretaste of divine glory

· we are heirs of salvation, children of God

· we are born of His Spirit

· we are washed in His blood

· we can spend our day praising our Savior

· we have happiness, blessing in our Savior

( These assurances are the elements of our relationship with God which give us peace
· peace with God

· peace with others

· peace with our own selves

( If God's presence is with us, we have all that we need

· it is not circumstances on which we base our peace

· good and bad things come and go in our lives – God is always present

· God's presence is that which provides our peace

3.3 Resolution

Listen for why Abimelech was conciliatory towards Isaac, even when Isaac is a little bit confrontational.

Genesis 26:26-31 Meanwhile, Abimelech had come to him from Gerar, with Ahuzzath his personal adviser and Phicol the commander of his forces.  [27] Isaac asked them, "Why have you come to me, since you were hostile to me and sent me away?"  [28] They answered, "We saw clearly that the LORD was with you; so we said, 'There ought to be a sworn agreement between us'--between us and you. Let us make a treaty with you  [29] that you will do us no harm, just as we did not molest you but always treated you well and sent you away in peace. And now you are blessed by the LORD."  [30] Isaac then made a feast for them, and they ate and drank.  [31] Early the next morning the men swore an oath to each other. Then Isaac sent them on their way, and they left him in peace.  

What were some of the feelings Isaac had as Abimelech and party arrived?

· trepidation

· anger

· curiosity, puzzled

Why was Isaac angry with Abimelech?

· Abimelech had sent Isaac and family packing, told them to leave

· you were hostile to me, you sent me away

· there was also the issue with the two wells – Abimelech didn’t intervene in what was obviously unfair treatment of Isaac’s situation

Why was Abimelech conciliatory, why did he take the initiative requesting a peace agreement?

· he could see that Jehovah (The God Who IS) was obviously with Isaac

· there was evidence that God's blessing and protection was with Isaac

· Abimelech wanted to side with someone who had the friendship and blessing of an effective and potent deity

Actually Abimelech stretched the truth a bit – how so?

· he claimed that he had always treated Isaac fairly

· in truth, he had forced him to leave, then their people had hassled him over the wells

Despite those half-truths, what was the outcome of the meeting?

· the two groups promised not to molest one another

· they promised to treat each other well

· they agreed to live in peace

What qualities did Isaac show as a peace maker?

· willing to avoid trouble in certain situations just by moving on

· forgiveness

· willing to agree to get along, despite former problems

· at the same time, firmness – did not let Abimelech get away with lies

Consider some further principles:

1. Sometimes confrontation is necessary to begin the process of reconciliation

a. all parties must be forced to admit where they stand

b. all must agree to disagree to a certain extent

2. To resolve conflicts, people need to take the initiative in seeking to be reconciled with anyone from whom they are estranged

a. Jesus taught that believers should do this no matter who has the grievance

b. Personally, I believe that in the context of the home, husbands should do this

3. Reconciliation requires

a. mutual confession

b. mutual commitment         of all parties

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1 Consider the way you handle conflict 

· Do you need to change the way you handle disagreements?

· How can Isaac’s actions (or lack thereof) help you in the conflicts you face

4.2 Think about the assurances you have that God is with you

· God's presence and power and love at work in your life can give you peace in any situation

· No matter who you find yourself in conflict with, God and you make a majority

4.3 Remember that peace is more than just the absence of conflict

· Peace has to do with well-being and right relationship with God

· The ultimate source of peace is God

· Spiritual peace is experienced in right relationships 

· with God

· with other people
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