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God Forgives



1. Motivate

What kinds of “before” and “after”  pictures have you seen?

· fat before, skinny after weight loss

· a land fill before, beautiful park afterwards

· wrinkles before, smooth skin afterwards

· an ugly old house before, a beautiful remodeling job afterwards

· an old car all faded and rusted before, a hot rod afterwards

How would these before and after images remind us of our spiritual experience?

· our lives were ugly and sinful before

· now they are cleansed and renewed

2. Transition

Why does the world look at “sin” as an outdated concept?

· they don’t want to admit they are guilty of such a thing

· if they aren’t guilty, they have no need for getting right with God

What are some words or phrases that many people use as a substitute for “sin”?

· problems attributed to heredity

· the gene pool needs a little chlorine

· laugh it off with a joke, “The devil made me do it”

· people are that way due to environment

( Today we want to look at forgiveness … the need for it … God's desire to provide it

3. Bible Study

3.1 Seek Forgiveness

Listen for David’s description of God, who would forgive him, why he needed forgiveness.

Psalm 51:1-2   Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love;  according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions.  [2] Wash away all my iniquity  and cleanse me from my sin.

	Descriptions of
God who would forgive
	Words which describe why he needed forgiveness
	Words which describe the process of forgiveness

	· unfailing love

· great compassion

· merciful
	· transgression

· iniquity

· sin
	· blot out

· wash away

· cleanse me from


Note that David’s petition for forgiveness was based on God's character, 

· not on his own merit

Consider the meaning of the different words used to describe what he has done:

· Transgressions

( stubborn refusal, rebellion

· Iniquity

( perverting God's will and commandments

· Sin


( missing the mark of what God wants one to be

What would be some examples of sins in each category?

	Transgression
	Iniquity
	Sin

	· Parent tells child to do something, child refuses

· We know we should witness but refuse
	· sexual sins

· forcing submission from spouse, child

· use of scripture to “prove” we are right
	· repeated tries to do the right thing, repeated failures

· unable to generate fruit of Spirit on our own


Note the different aspects of the removal of our guilt

· Blot out

( removing of the sin

· Wash away

( like we see in a soap commercial … the dirt floated 

     away

· Cleansed

( referred to declaration of ritual cleanness by priest

    in the Old Testament

3.2 Acknowledge Guilt

Listen for whom David holds responsible for his sin.

Psalm 51:3-6     For I know my transgressions,  and my sin is always before me.  [4]     Against you, you only, have I sinned  and done what is evil in your sight, so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge.  [5]  Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.  [6] Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; you teach me wisdom in the inmost place.

What are some phrases where David declares the responsibility of his sins?

· I know my transgressions

· I have sinned and done evil

· I was sinful from birth

What are some feelings David might have felt with his burden of sin?

· guilty

· discouraged

· under a heavy load

· God has turned His back

· couldn’t sleep because of guilt

· mind in a turmoil

How does our confession and repentance and God’s forgiveness relieve those feelings?

· removes the guilt … God looks at us as not having sinned

· we are encouraged

· the load is lifted

· the sense of God’s presence returns

· peace and assurance of forgiveness

People in today’s world have confused ideas about the confession of sin.  How might these verses help you answer someone who says,  “I don’t worry about committing some sin.  I know I always can go to God and confess my sin.  When I do, He will forgive me.”?

· confession and asking forgiveness is not a magic wand 

· it is not a formula which allows you to do as you please and then pay a toll to get back in God’s good favor

· that kind of attitude is not admitting that it is wrong to do these things, it is just a technicality which can be “handled” by some simple process

· that attitude demonstrates contempt for the redemptive death of Christ

· God’s purpose is not only to rescue us from the penalty of sin, but also the power of sin in our lives

3.3 Pray for Renewal

Listen for some of the images that David employed to denote his desire for a new beginning in his relationship with God.

Psalm 51:7-12  Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; wash me, and I will be whiter than snow.  [8] Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones you have crushed rejoice.  [9] Hide your face from my sins and blot out all my iniquity.  [10] Create in me a pure heart, O God,  and renew a steadfast spirit within me.  [11] Do not cast me from your presence or take your Holy Spirit from me.  [12] Restore to me the joy of your salvation and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me.

We talked about before and after at the beginning of the lesson … what images of before and after do you see here?

	Before
	After

	· dirty, needing cleansing

· sad, discouraged, crushed

· God glaring at our sinful actions


· An impure heart

· Cast from God’s presence

· Loss of joy

· no desire to please God
	· cleansed, washed, whiter than snow

· joyful, glad, rejoicing

· God able to set aside, blot out our sins

· pure heart created within

· NOT cast from God’s presence

· joy restored

· a willing spirit


Consider the following fictitious story:  Martin and Mary are a younger couple who faithfully attended your church until two years ago.  But suddenly they stopped coming.  You are part of a visitation team who went to their home to try to learn why they weren’t attending.  You asked why they had stopped.  


Martin hesitated, then replied that he had done something very foolish at work.  He borrowed some money out of the company safe, intending to pay it back.  His boss didn’t press charges, but fired him.  Mary added that she had run up high credit-card bills that had put financial pressure on Martin.


Martin reminded you that he had served on the church’s finance committee.  “We just couldn’t go back to church after what happened,” he said.  “I hope God can forgive us some day.”

What might you say to Martin and Mary based on the truths of this passage?

· God wants to cleanse you of that wrong doing, 

· He wants to blot out the record of what you did

· He can return your joy to you

· He wants to change you on the inside so you have the desires and motivations and desires to do the right thing

· He wants to restore your relationship with Him

· We would rather have you right with the Lord than censure you for some bad decisions

3.4 Commit to Serve

Listen for commitments that David makes as a result of being forgiven.

Psalm 51:13-17  Then I will teach transgressors your ways,  and sinners will turn back to you.  [14] Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me, and my tongue will sing of your righteousness.  [15] O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare your praise.  [16] You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings.  [17] The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise.

Let’s list the commitments David makes when he has received God’s forgiveness.

· he promises to teach others based on the lessons he has learned

· he commits to work to encourage others to repent and turn from their sinful ways

· he pledges to declare praise of God

· he promises to keep a broken spirit, a contrite heart 

Why would David (why would you) have a desire to serve the Lord as a result of forgiveness?

· you are grateful for God’s forgiveness

· God deserves our loving service

· others can also experience the joy of burdens lifted and sins forgiven

· lots of folks are in the same boat David was and he realizes how wonderful it is to know God’s loving forgiveness – he wants them to have the same

Why do you think it was important that David declare God had forgiven Him?

· public declaration creates an accountability

· Jesus died publicly,  we must publicly declare our receipt of His forgiveness

· God should be praised publicly for His loving forgiveness

4. Conclusion – Application

4.1  Recall the Hebrew words for wrong doings … iniquity, transgression, sin – which of these most accurately describe your most recent failure?

· what actions did you take, do you need to take in response to the sin?

· Will you seek forgiveness, acknowledge guilt, pray for renewal, commit to serve?

4.2 Think back to when you admitted your sinful behavior. 

· what kind of pain did you experience to make that admission?

· how did God’s forgiveness relieve that pain?

4.3 How might  you need to renew your fellowship with God?

· Has He heard from you lately?

· Have you listened to what He has to say to you?

· You stand forgiven … there is no reason to feel “on the outs” with God

4.4 What are some ways you might proclaim the divine forgiveness that God has provided  you?

· How can you serve God?

· How can you point others to Him, to His loving forgiveness that He offers them also?
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