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Giving Is the Only Antidote to Materialism

1. Motivate

How is your life affected by the materialistic culture of today’s world?
· bombarded by commercials wanting us to buy their product

· we spend a lot of money on things we don’t really need

· both as individuals and as a nation, we go have tremendous debt

· we have so much stuff, we need extra space to store it

2. Transition

Certainly these are not healthy conditions … today we look at how giving is the antidote to the materialistic mind set that poisons us.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Giving Will Bring Blessing to Others
Listen for what Paul was boasting about to the Macedonians.

2 Cor. 9:1-5 (NIV)  There is no need for me to write to you about this service to the saints. [2] For I know your eagerness to help, and I have been boasting about it to the Macedonians, telling them that since last year you in Achaia were ready to give; and your enthusiasm has stirred most of them to action. [3] But I am sending the brothers in order that our boasting about you in this matter should not prove hollow, but that you may be ready, as I said you would be. [4] For if any Macedonians come with me and find you unprepared, we--not to say anything about you--would be ashamed of having been so confident. [5] So I thought it necessary to urge the brothers to visit you in advance and finish the arrangements for the generous gift you had promised. Then it will be ready as a generous gift, not as one grudgingly given. 

What was true about the Corinthians that Paul boasted about?

· their eagerness to help

· their readiness to give

· their enthusiasm

· their promised generosity

Paul seems to be making an issue in verse 5 about letting the Corinthians know in advance.  Why?

· to finish the arrangements for the giving

· so it would be a generous gift

· so it would not be grudgingly given

Why do you think advanced notice would make a difference?

· people have time to think about the amount

· they might need to make arrangements in their budgets and be able to give more

· they might want to pray about how much to give

· God’s Spirit would have time to guide their decision

Why would the generosity of the Corinthians motivate the Macedonians to join in the collection for the Christians of Jerusalem?

· enthusiasm can be contagious

· they would think, “if they can give generously, so can we”

· they wouldn’t want to be shown up 

· they show by example how to be generous

( The giving of the Corinthians would certainly be a blessing to the needy believers in Jerusalem.   

How was it also a blessing to the Macedonians (who were not in financial need)?  What lessons would they learn?

· they would learn the ministry of giving

· they would learn by example

· they would experience the joy of ministering to others

· they would learn to be less dependant on material things, more dependant on God

When our church were involved in ministering to refugees of hurricane Rita, many people received a blessing.
· people who stayed in the church as a shelter, others who were taken in to homes

· people who received clothing and personal items at the Red Cross Distribution Center

( When God’s people are generous it is a blessing to many people in many ways

3.2 Giving Will Bring Blessing to Ourselves
Listen for principles of giving in this passage.
2 Cor. 9:6-11 (NIV) Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. [7] Each man should give what he has decided in his heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. [8] And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work. [9] As it is written:  "He has scattered abroad his gifts to the poor; his righteousness endures forever."  10] Now he who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the harvest of your righteousness. [11] You will be made rich in every way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 

What principles of giving are stated here?

· you reap in the same proportion that you sow

· think about what you give

· don’t give out of a sense of compulsion, like you are forced to give – give with joy

Think about when you pay your bills.  Why are you not usually cheerful after a bill paying session?

· bills are high, income is barely able to cope

· you regret some of the things you spent money on

· you feel like you didn’t get your money’s worth

· you don’t like the way prices are going up all the time

The passage says that God loves cheerful giving to His Kingdom.  Why do you think God would enjoy for us to be cheerful when we write a tithe check or put our cash into an offering envelope?

· shows our love for God

· demonstrates we are trusting God for our needs

· shows we are not being coerced, not thinking of it as another pesky bill to be paid

· you are excited to see how God uses your gift to accomplish His work

What could a reluctant giver do to become a more cheerful giver?

· talk to God as you make out that check or stuff the envelope

· pray about the use of the funds

· pray God’s blessing on the funds you give

· pray God’s blessing on the people who will be ministered to through the gift

Consider verses 8 and 11, let’s list the uses of the words “all” and “every”

· all grace

· all things 

· all times

· all you need

· abound in every good work

· rich in every way

· be generous on every occasion

If you tithe and give some beyond that, your spendable income is lowered 10% or more.  What do these two verses have to say about the missing funds in your budget?

· you will have no lack

· whatever you need, God is sufficient to fulfill the need

· God makes up the difference … and more

· God enriches you so you can be more generous
3.3 Giving Will Bring Glory to God
Listen for different kinds of things accomplished by the faithful giving of God’s people.
2 Cor. 9:12-15 (NIV)   This service that you perform is not only supplying the needs of God's people but is also overflowing in many expressions of thanks to God. [13] Because of the service by which you have proved yourselves, men will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel of Christ, and for your generosity in sharing with them and with everyone else. [14] And in their prayers for you their hearts will go out to you, because of the surpassing grace God has given you. [15] Thanks be to God for his indescribable gift! 

What things are listed here that are accomplished when you give to God?

· supplies needs of God’s people

· demonstrates thanks to God

· causes others to praise and be thankful to God

· others will praise God for your obedience

· your Christian testimony is validated to others (what you do matches what you claim to be)

· you demonstrate God’s love to others

What does this verse tell us about how you should react when other Christians give generously to you or your family?

· demonstrate an attitude of gratitude

· declare your gratitude to God as well as to those who have shared with you

· repay by demonstrating similar generosity when you are once again able to do so

· pray God’s blessing on those who have been generous to you (even if you don’t know specifically who)

3.4 Giving Demonstrates Trust and Obedience
Listen for God’s promise which results from our obedience.
Malachi 3:9-12 (NIV)You are under a curse--the whole nation of you--because you are robbing me. [10] Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my house. Test me in this," says the Lord Almighty, "and see if I will not throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing that you will not have room enough for it. [11] I will prevent pests from devouring your crops, and the vines in your fields will not cast their fruit," says the Lord Almighty. [12] "Then all the nations will call you blessed, for yours will be a delightful land," says the Lord Almighty.  

Who was under a curse and why?

· whole nation under a curse

· they were robbing God

· they were supposed to bring the whole tithe into the storehouse

What were the promises God made to the Israelites if they obeyed by bringing in the whole tithe?
· they could put God to the test

· He would open the floodgates of heaven

· he would pour out so much blessing they wouldn’t have room for it

· he would protect their crops from pests

· even other nations would be able to testify to how much they were blessed

· they would live in a delightful land

Why are we sometimes reluctant to put God to this kind of test?

· we might not be convinced God still works in this way

· we are too tight fisted, too selfish with our resources

· I like having all this stuff and I need more

· I think God doesn’t realize just how tight my resources are

· how can I tithe when I don’t have enough money to pay the bills I have

What would you think of a church that offered a money back guarantee on tithing for a 3 month period?  God says “Test me on this” in the passage.

	Good Idea
	Bad Idea

	· probably no one would ask for it back

· it is in the spirit of what the passage says

· it could help some people start tithing who had not done so before
	· could result in a lawsuit

· might be considered too gimmicky 

· needs to be presented in the correct context


( The point is, God calls us to be generous, not stingy with the resources He has given us

4. Application
4.1 Evaluate whether you are becoming a servant (or slave) to debt
· might there be something that God is calling you to give up or adjust in your spending

· are there ways in which you could be in a better position to invest in the work of God’s Kingdom

· what stuff or services could you do without and then be able to give to God’s work

4.2 Consider developing a strategic giving plan

· look at your regular monthly bills and when they come

· which part of the month would best fit to give your tithe

· what extra income occurs now and then that would enable you to give a little more to special projects that God puts on your heart

· make a pledge with God to be consistent in your giving

4.3 Consider taking advantage of the Crown Ministries course offered at our church starting at the end of February.  It will teach you how to

· make the most of the resources God has entrusted to you

· develop an effective budgeting and stewardship plan

· become free from the enslavement of debt
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