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Why the Christian Life Is Better

1. Motivate

What people, things, or experiences in life bring you comfort and peace of mind?
· a warm, crackling fire in the fireplace

· a good book

· when the kids make it in safe and sound 

· sleeping children

· your teddy bear

· sleeping in on a Saturday morning

2. Transition

God promises that His presence brings peace.  Jesus promised that a Comforter would come.
(Today we look at God’s presence, God’s peace, and the purpose He has for us

3. Bible Study

3.1 The Presence
Listen for what Jesus is saying that would be reassuring to them in later days.

John 14:15-18 (NIV)   "If you love me, you will obey what I command. [16] And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Counselor to be with you forever-- [17] the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. [18] I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 

What does Jesus say will be the results of loving Him?

· you obey His commandments

· He will ask of the Father to send another Counselor

What are some facts that the passage says about the Comforter?

· spirit of Truth

· He will be with us forever

· the world is unable to receive, doesn’t see, doesn’t know

· believers know Him

· He dwells within believers

Note the use of the word “another”  There are two Greek words for "another." 

· If I broke my glasses, I might say, "I need to get another pair" - meaning, another of the same kind. Nothing wrong with the old ones; I just broke them. 
· However, if my prescription had gotten out of date and I needed some stronger glasses, I might say, "I need another pair of glasses"- meaning, another of a different kind. The old ones no longer work, I need some different ones. 
· There are two Greek words that spell out this distinction. The word here is, "another of the same kind." 
( In other words, Jesus was saying he was sending a comforter just like Himself.
What kinds of things did Jesus do that the Holy Spirit does?

· teach about God

· communicate Truth

· bring healing

· confront sin

How are we taught by the Holy Spirit?

· through the reading of God’s Word

· learn lessons through life experiences 

· Consider John 16:8 (NIV)   When he comes, he will convict the world of guilt in regard to sin and righteousness and judgment: 

· Convict ( To bring by the use of argument or evidence to firm belief or a course of action.
What contrast existed between the world’s acceptance of the Spirit and the acceptance by believers

· believers know Him

· the Spirit lives with the believer

· the Spirit will indwell the believer
What are some different words used by some of your translations for “counselor”

· advocate

· comforter

· helper

· intercessor

· one who is called alongside

· legal assistant

· Paraclete
How does the Holy Spirit  comfort us?

· guide us through difficult times

· bring peace to our hearts and minds in non-peaceful situations

· remind us of Truth of Scripture promises

· bring people into our lives who help meet specific needs at specific times
3.2 The Peace
Listen for more things that the Holy Spirit does that Jesus did.

John 14:27-31 (NIV)   Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid.  [28] "You heard me say, 'I am going away and I am coming back to you.' If you loved me, you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. [29] I have told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. [30] I will not speak with you much longer, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold on me, [31] but the world must learn that I love the Father and that I do exactly what my Father has commanded me. 

What did Jesus leave with His disciples? 

· peace

· lack of fear

Why were the disciples to be glad that Jesus was leaving them? 

· going to the Father

· the Father is “greater”

Why did Jesus tell His disciples about the future? 

· so they would know it before it happens

· so they would not be blindsided, surprised

· then when it happens you will realize this is it

· so they would know it didn’t just happen, Jesus knew it would happen, even planned it for them

What is the peace that Jesus has given us?

· peace with God (as sinners we are at odds with God)

· peace with ourselves – we struggle with guilt of sin

· peace with one another – no longer are we in competition – as believers we are members of one Body, the Body of Christ … the church

How can we experience the peace Jesus has given us?

· confession – agreeing with God we are sinners

· repentance – turning away from that sinfulness, turning to God

· receiving by faith the forgiveness accomplished by Jesus’ death and resurrection

· ongoing trust and submission to Christ as Lord of our lives

What concerns trouble you or cause you to fear?

· worry about how to handle the future

· fear that needs will not be met

· running out of money

· running out of patience

How should we deal with the fear in our lives?

· tell God about your fears

· ask Him to take over the problem

· look for God’s promises of His sufficiency

3.3 The Purpose
Listen for what purpose Jesus has chosen you.

John 15:11-16 (NIV)  I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. [12] My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. [13] Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. [14] You are my friends if you do what I command. [15] I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. [16] You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit--fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 

According to verse 11, what blessing will we receive if we truly love and obey?

· God’s joy is in you

· your joy is complete

In what ways does this happen?  How is God’s joy manifested in you?  How is it made complete?

· you have the assurance that He is in charge, even when life gets tough

· you experience His sufficiency to deal with all kinds of situations

· you are able to see God’s hand at work in your life in both good times and bad times

· you come to realize the difference between happiness and joy … you can have God’s joy, whether you are grieving or celebrating

· you learn more and more that loving obedience is the key to this joy

Note the contrasts Jesus makes between servants and friends (He calls us friends).

	Servants
	Friends

	· does not know his master’s business

· Jesus no longer calls us servants
	· great love demonstrated by laying down one’s life for a friend

· God’s friends do what He commands

· Jesus calls us friends

· Jesus made known all He learned from the Father to His friends


Do you remember as a child when they would choose up sides for a game … were you ever the last one chosen?  You weren’t even chosen, the person with last choice had to take you.   How did you feel?

· rejected

· not much self esteem
It says here that God chose us … to be His friends!  For what other purpose did God choose us?
· appointed you to go

· to bear fruit … lasting fruit

· Fruit of the Spirit (love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control)

· fruit of spiritual harvest – new believers

How are we to remain in Jesus? Why?

· an ongoing attitude of trust 

· continuing communication with Him

· Read His words

· talk to Him in prayer – worship, thanksgiving, petition, confession

4. Application
4.1 Believers experience the presence of God in our lives
· This week when you read God’s Word, ask the Holy Spirit to make it plain to you

· Be sensitive to God speaking to you during the preaching and teaching each Sunday

· Ask God to empower you by His Spirit to live a victorious Christian life
4.2 The world today is looking for peace
· No Jesus ( no peace

· Know Jesus ( know peace

· Pray for neighbors, family members who have no peace with God

· Trust God for personal peace this week when you are troubled
4.3 Devotional exercise
· Write out the answer to the question “If someone asked you why you choose to live the Christian life what would you tell them?”

· Explain how they could begin living in a personal relationship with God
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