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Why “Good” Isn’t Good Enough

1. Motivate

What situations can you remember when you really wanted someone to get their “just desserts” – to get what they had coming to them?
· when someone cut you off in traffic – where’s the policeman when you need him?
· when you think of politicians

· the people who cheated someone out of a lot of money

· the kid who got you in trouble when you didn’t do anything wrong

· your brother or sister who got away with “murder”

· that person who “did you wrong”

2. Transition

( The reality is that we all deserve punishment like that when we stand before God

Today we look at why our “good” is not enough to impress God.

3. Bible Study

3.1 Evil Rationalized
Listen for Isaiah’s description of a condition that exists even today.
Isaiah 5:20-23 (NIV) Woe to those who call evil good and good evil, who put darkness for light and light for darkness, who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter. [21] Woe to those who are wise in their own eyes and clever in their own sight. [22] Woe to those who are heroes at drinking wine and champions at mixing drinks, [23] who acquit the guilty for a bribe, but deny justice to the innocent. 
To whom does Isaiah declare “woe”
· those who call evil good and good evil

· those who put darkness for light and light for darkness

· those who put bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter

· those wise in their own eyes, clever in their own sight

· those who are drinking heroes, drink mixing champions

· those who acquit the guilty (for a bribe), but deny justice to the innocent

What is wrong with calling evil good and the other reverses listed?

· twists God’s justice all around

· causes us to be totally confused with regard to God’s declarations of right and wrong

· distorts our thinking of reality
· we miss what God wants us to know

What is comforting about the fact that right and wrong are unchanging?

· we need something as a standard

· otherwise we don’t know our status

· it’s like every step you take you don’t know if it’s on solid ground or on quicksand, you have no way of knowing

· there has to be an absolute standard somewhere in life – God’s standards are absolute

What makes someone consider themselves good?
· do good deeds

· go to church

· involved in church activities (teach, choir, visit, volunteer for VBS, etc.)

· community service

· avoid vices (don’t smoke, drink, chew, nor go with girls who do!)

What might make someone consider themselves bad?

· failure in parenting

· unable to beat a bad habit

· no one likes them

· I just lost everything, God must be punishing me

What might be a more reliable measure of good or bad?

· God’s standards

· the Word of God

· reality is we are all sinners … we can be saved by God’s underserved love

· we can avoid God’s judgment because He is merciful

· the only way we can be made God is by God accomplishing good things in our lives

Why is God’s Word a more reliable standard – more so than our own ideas of right and wrong?

· we go by what we feel at a particular time

· our own ideas are shaped by our upbringing … our culture … our families

· our own ideas are also shaped by our sinful nature

· God’s Word is Truth … it is reality ... it is absolute!

3.2 Holiness Recognized
Listen for descriptive phrases about God that Isaiah describes.
Isaiah 6:1-5 (NIV) In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord seated on a throne, high and exalted, and the train of his robe filled the temple. [2] Above him were seraphs, each with six wings: With two wings they covered their faces, with two they covered their feet, and with two they were flying. [3] And they were calling to one another: "Holy, holy, holy is the Lord Almighty; the whole earth is full of his glory." [4] At the sound of their voices the doorposts and thresholds shook and the temple was filled with smoke. [5] "Woe to me!" I cried. "I am ruined! For I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips, and my eyes have seen the King, the Lord Almighty." 
 Describe what  Isaiah saw, felt, heard, even smelled?
· Jehovah seated on a throne

· high and exalted throne

· very large train on his robe – filled the whole room
· seraphs attended God, declared His holiness

· shaking of the room, building

· smoke filled the temple

· he felt unclean in contrast

What do we learn about the importance of God from these details?

· the large train implies importance, the larger the train, the greater the expense

· great expense implies importance, power …importance and power imply authority

· big throne implies power and authority similarly

· attending seraphs/servants imply authority

· especially when they continuously declare God’s attributes

How does Isaiah see himself, once he has been exposed to God’s glory?  Why does he say “Woe is me”?

· Isaiah realizes by contrast his own sinfulness

· says he is ruined

· realizes he has unclean lips (just like everyone around me)

· he is in fear of his life for having seen God’s holiness, God’s glory … offending God

When faced with our own sinfulness, why would we rather make contrasts to people rather than to God, as happened to Isaiah

· we can always find someone who is worse than us

· we might be not so good, but we’re certainly better than that guy

( The point is that we are not judged against what other people are like, we are judged by what God is like, what God requires!

Why is confession of sin an appropriate response when we enter God’s presence?

· we are sinful

· we must agree with God that what we have done, what we are is sinful

· not to agree, is by implication calling God a liar

What should follow confession?

· repentance

· receiving, by faith, God’s forgiveness

What are some times in our lives where we need special reassurance of God’s presence and holiness?

· in times of national, personal tragedy

· when we lose a leader (at work, at church, in civil leadership)

· after natural disasters

· when we see evil around us

· when we fail God miserably

· when someone fails us miserably

3.3 Righteousness Realized
Listen for what this passage says about righteousness.

Romans 3:21-26 (NIV)     But now a righteousness from God, apart from law, has been made known, to which the Law and the Prophets testify. [22] This righteousness from God comes through faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe. There is no difference, [23] for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, [24] and are justified freely by his grace through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus. [25] God presented him as a sacrifice of atonement, through faith in his blood. He did this to demonstrate his justice, because in his forbearance he had left the sins committed beforehand unpunished-- [26] he did it to demonstrate his justice at the present time, so as to be just and the one who justifies those who have faith in Jesus. 

What are some phrases in this passages that speak about righteousness?

· righteousness is from God

· the Law and Prophets (Old Testament) talk about it

· it is made known (available) apart from the law

· it comes through faith in Jesus Christ

· it is available to all who believe

How does the average person respond to the statement that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”?

· not me, I’m a good guy

· I’ve never murdered, never been a thief, never done drugs

· God’s standard is too high, no one can measure up to arbitrarily high standard

On the other side of the issue, why do some people object to the idea that God has offered forgiveness to every person, even the worst sinners?

· they still feel that they can earn their righteousness

· someone who is really bad (“worse than me”) doesn’t deserve it … “I probably do if I’m good enough”

· people still think about fairness or justice – again, really bad people don’t deserve God’s forgiveness

What is justification?

· we are declared (by God) as not guilty 

· it is an act (by God) 

· it is not a process (by us or God either one)

· God views us “just as if” we had never sinned

· God's act of declaring or making a sinner righteous before God
According to this passage, how do we become justified?

· we are justified freely

· it is by His grace (His blessing to us that we don’t deserve)

· it is through the redemption that came by Christ Jesus 

· He paid the ransom so that we could be set free from the penalty 
(and the power) of sin 

What do you see in this passage as to why God offered forgiveness this way – free?

· to demonstrate His justice

· in His forbearance He had left sins unpunished

· His holy nature demanded punishment of sins … 

· that punishment taken by His Son, Jesus the Messiah
4. Application
4.1 Today’s culture confuses good and evil
· Ask God this week to keep you focused on His standards

· Pray for our nation

· Pray against the efforts to reverse what God intends

4.2  A vast contrast exist between God’s holiness and our sinfulness
· Know that forgiveness available when we 

· Confess, 

· Repent, and 

· By faith receive His forgiveness

· To whom can you communicate that forgiveness this week?
4.3 Let’s close by focusing on God’s holiness.  Read or sing together verses 2 and 3 of Holy, Holy, Holy
Holy, holy, holy!  All the saints adore thee,


casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea;


cherubim and seraphim falling down before thee,


which wert, and art, and evermore shalt be.


Holy, holy, holy!  Though the darkness hide thee,


though the eye of sinful man thy glory may not see,


only thou art holy; there is none beside thee,


perfect in power, in love and purity.
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