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Wholeness Restored
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Recall the poem:

What causes people to be shattered into pieces today? 
· family tragedy

· loss of employment

· health emergency

· family member in rebellion

· loss of spouse

· in some places: war, terrorism

What contributes to the same results as Humpty Dumpty – never to become whole again?

· seriousness of the tragedy

· failure to look to God for support

· rebellion, bitterness against God 

2. Transition

Today ( we look at the one “King’s Man” who can put broken people together again.
3. Bible Study

3.1 Jesus Conquers Evil

Listen for who it is that is really talking to Jesus.
Mark 5:1-3 (NIV)   They went across the lake to the region of the Gerasenes. [2] When Jesus got out of the boat, a man with an evil spirit came from the tombs to meet him. [3] This man lived in the tombs, and no one could bind him any more, not even with a chain.  … [6]  When he saw Jesus from a distance, he ran and fell on his knees in front of him. [7] He shouted at the top of his voice, "What do you want with me, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? Swear to God that you won't torture me!" [8] For Jesus had said to him, "Come out of this man, you evil spirit!"  [9] Then Jesus asked him, "What is your name?"  "My name is Legion," he replied, "for we are many." [10] And he begged Jesus again and again not to send them out of the area.   [11] A large herd of pigs was feeding on the nearby hillside. [12] The demons begged Jesus, "Send us among the pigs; allow us to go into them." [13] He gave them permission, 

How was this man’s life “shattered” before he met Jesus?

· lived in tombs

· no one could bind him, even with a chain

· demonstrated super human strength to break chains

· he cried out all the time

· he cut himself with stones

What would be other effects of evil in people’s lives today that might not be observable but be just as real?

· people with phobias, overcome with worry, panic, habits

· other kinds of addiction such as anorexia

· people who are abused family members often grow up to do the same to their children

· family members of people who are controlled by evil are impacted significantly – they are said to be “co-dependent”

Note that “Legion” caused the man to act in self-destructive ways.  How might Satan try to make us harm ourselves?

· substance abuse (tobacco, alcohol, over eating)

· people who cheat on their marriages will do harm to both themselves and their families

· when we live with hate and bitterness it can harm both physical and emotional health

( In today’s world evil can still control people’s lives … it may or may not be by direct influence of evil spirits (which are very real)

( Believers cannot be possessed by evil spirits … God’s Holy Spirit lives within them, indwells them

( Believers can be influenced by Satan and his demons through a variety of means

· what we choose to fill our minds with

· people we associate with

· places we go

· activities we participate in

What things in this scene would have been repulsive to the Jews?

· the swine

· the graveyard (dead things are unclean)

· the man who dwelt there

· the presence of the evil spirit

· actually, this was a Gentile region (as evidenced by the presence of herds of pigs)

So, why do you think Jesus came here?

· very possibly to minister specifically to this man

· to demonstrate His power and authority to the Disciples (the demons within the man recognized Him as the Son of God)

· it was also a demonstration of power to Gentiles

· to leave a witness among the Gentiles

How did the demons try to take control of the situation?

· mock worship of Jesus

· argue with Him, beg not to be sent out of the area

How did Jesus demonstrate that He was in control?

· confronted the evil spirits

· commanded them to leave the man

· rescued the man, freed him from slavery to the demons

· basically, destroyed the demons

3.2 Jesus Makes Us Whole
Listen for the strange response of the local people.
Mark 5:15-17 (NIV)     When they came to Jesus, they saw the man who had been possessed by the legion of demons, sitting there, dressed and in his right mind; and they were afraid. [16] Those who had seen it told the people what had happened to the demon-possessed man--and told about the pigs as well. [17] Then the people began to plead with Jesus to leave their region. 

What evidence did the townspeople see that Jesus put together the man’s “shattered” life?

· the man was sitting peacefully

· he was dressed

· he was in his right mind

· they heard the story of how the demons had left the man and went into the pigs

How did the townspeople respond?

· they were afraid

· they pleaded with Jesus to leave!

How do you think they should have responded?

· thankfulness the man was whole

· awe at what Jesus had done, awe at the power He had demonstrated

· worship of the Messiah who showed divine power
Why do you think they wanted Jesus to leave?

· this was scary stuff, spooky

· maybe they worshiped this evil spirit
· maybe they were still under the power of other evil spirits

· they were upset over the loss of their livestock, afraid they would lose more

· more concerned with financial loss than the spiritual condition, the wholeness of the man

Why might Jesus’ transformational work in someone’s life today be frightening or threating to other people, even believers?

· jealousy of God’s healing, rescuing

· fear their own oppression by Satan will be revealed

· they don’t want to give up their own pet sins

· don’t want to make a big deal out of it … “Ok, so he turned over a new life, he should have done so a long time ago”

· don’t realize the seriousness of the true problem

This man was transformed immediately, others take time to put their lives back together.  Why do you think a gradual transformation can be just as much a miracle?

· it is continuous, evidence of the problem is still present over time
· others will suggest change is not really happening

· even the person involved will wonder

· it is God that accomplished it … not the person … that is the miracle

3.3 Jesus Gives Us Responsibility
Listen for further evidences of the man’s changed life.
Mark 5:18-20 (NIV)    As Jesus was getting into the boat, the man who had been demon-possessed begged to go with him. [19] Jesus did not let him, but said, "Go home to your family and tell them how much the Lord has done for you, and how he has had mercy on you." [20] So the man went away and began to tell in the Decapolis how much Jesus had done for him. And all the people were amazed. 

Why do you think the man wanted to go with Jesus?

· he knew Jesus had power that was greater and that Jesus loved him

· he wanted to follow Jesus and experience more of what Jesus could do in his life

· he might have wanted to serve Jesus in gratitude for the miracle done in his life

Why did Jesus not want him to come along with them?

· Jesus had a more important task for him

· Jesus wanted him to go home to his family

· Tell them how much the Lord has done for you

· Tell them He has had mercy on you

How do you think the man was so effective in communicating what God had done, even though he had no training?

· it was first-hand experience 

· he could relate exactly what had happened because it had happened to him
· they had known his former condition, now they could see him acting rationally and communicating coherently

· the effectiveness was due to the obvious contrast of his former and current condition

How would being given such a purpose by Jesus make the man feel, even be more whole?

· when the demons left the man, there was a “power vacuum” 

· someone was going to be in charge in the man’s life

· if the man was given the task of sharing what had happened, it would make him focus on Who had done it

· it required living up to the new changes in his life

How important are corporate worship, Bible study, prayer and discipleship training for spiritual development and victorious Christian living?

· the experience of that initial encounter with Jesus can only go so far

· God wants to bring us to even closer relationship and walk with Him

· we need a larger base of God’s Truth upon which to base our ongoing lives

· there will be further experiences in one’s life where you need God’s wisdom

· we need the interactive help and support of the Body of Christ, the church

4. Application

4.1 C.S. Lewis stated that there are two errors we commonly fall into concerning the subject of evil spirits.

· The first is to disbelieve in their existence – they are not just imaginary elements of Halloween 

· The second is to feel an excessive and unhealthy interest in them
· Be careful to go to neither extreme

4.2 Jesus has the power to rid people’s lives of evil
· Pray for those around us who are trapped by evil influences 

· Claim the protection and power of the Name of Jesus 
4.3 In Christ we are made whole
· We are made into people who live for God, who serve Him

· Be a witness to others about God’s power at work in your life

Humpty Dumpty sat on a wall,�Humpty Dumpty had a great fall.�All the king's horses and all the king's men�Couldn't put Humpty together again.





My theology professor would spend extra time in prayer when he approached lectures on this topic. We need to face this lesson with a sense of seriousness and special dependence on God’s power to reveal and apply His Truth.
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