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When Worship Isn’t Worship

1. Motivate

When are some occasions when we do the right thing with the wrong attitude?

· complement someone’s outfit

· eat your veggies when the kids are watching

· sometimes when you put money in the offering plate

· go to the opera with your wife

· go to the ball game with your husband

· go shopping with your wife

· tell the boss he has a nice golf swing

2. Transition

Consider that your attitude impacts the actions you take …

· your compliment doesn’t sound sincere

· you end up being grumpy when you accompany your spouse to an activity you don’t like

· you don’t experience the joy of giving when you give grudgingly

( Worshiping God is the right thing to do

· Today we want to look at the  attitude we should have when we worship

· We should focus on Jesus and His people when we worship
3. Bible Study

3.1 Focus on Unity

Listen for a description of what was happening in the church at Corinth.
1 Cor. 11:17-22 (NIV)   In the following directives I have no praise for you, for your meetings do more harm than good. [18] In the first place, I hear that when you come together as a church, there are divisions among you, and to some extent I believe it. [19] No doubt there have to be differences among you to show which of you have God's approval. [20] When you come together, it is not the Lord's Supper you eat, [21] for as you eat, each of you goes ahead without waiting for anybody else. One remains hungry, another gets drunk. [22] Don't you have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you despise the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall I say to you? Shall I praise you for this? Certainly not!  … 33 So then, my brothers, when you come together to eat, wait for each other. [34] If anyone is hungry, he should eat at home, so that when you meet together it may not result in judgment.  And when I come I will give further directions.
Why did Paul have no praise for the Corinthians here?

· their meetings did more harm than good

· there were divisions among them

What kind of differences among believers had Paul found out about?

· they must have been vying for God’s approval

· some people had one way to try to impress God, other people thought it should be a different way

· differences in the way they celebrated the Lord’s Supper
What severe problem concerning the Lord’s Supper did Paul address? 

· their fellowship meal was not being correctly observed

· it was supposed to be something they shared together

· it was supposed to build unity

· instead people were bringing their own personal feast

· rich people had fancy food – they tended to overindulge with their food and even their drinking

· poor people had not much of anything

· or they got there too late and it was all gobbled up

· it was turning into a regular meal, rather than a time for worship, remembrance of Christ’s sacrifice

How could these behaviors diminish the experience and goal of worship for the Corinthian church?

· take people’s focus off Jesus

· they would be thinking about the food they were eating (or not able to eat)

· they would be focusing on self satisfaction
· they come anticipating the yummy dessert they had brought, not worshiping Jesus

· certainly folks would not feel united – some people are doing the excluding, some people are being excluded – no unity here

How can a wrong attitude toward others impact our worship experience, whether it be the Lord’s Supper or any other time of group worship?

· pride,  greed, selfishness, anger can all make us feel alienated from one another

· those emotions can distract us from the true purpose of gathering together to worship and praise the Lord

· hurt feelings, old grudges capture our thoughts – not praise and declaring our love for Jesus

How can we identify in ourselves bad attitudes that impact our worship?

· note where your mind is going during times of praise, worship, singing

· Pray with David … Search me, O God, and know my heart;  test me and know my anxious thoughts.   Psalm 139:23 (NIV)    
· ask yourself if you are paying attention to the message of the music or thinking how much you like/dislike how it is being sung

· ask yourself if you are listening carefully to God’s Word or paying attention to the new people sitting in front of you
What changes did Paul suggest in the way they should celebrate the Lord’s Supper?

· main purpose was not to indulge appetites

· should be more of an experience of worship and unity of fellowship

· they should take care of their hunger before they got to church 

· then they could focus on worship

( Don’t bring distractions with you to worship.

3.2 Put the Spotlight on Jesus
Listen for essential truths about the Lord’s Supper and what it teaches about Jesus
1 Cor. 11:23-26 (NIV)     For I received from the Lord what I also passed on to you: The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, [24] and when he had given thanks, he broke it and said, "This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me." [25] In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, "This cup is the new covenant in my blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me." [26] For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord's death until he comes.
What does the passage say we should do as we partake of the bread and cup? 

· do it to remember Christ’s body and blood

· do it to proclaim Christ’s death (to others)

· do it until He comes again

What does this passage say about how often believers should partake of the Lord’s Supper?

· daily?

· weekly?
     
  It does not say how often

· monthly?

· quarterly?

What problems exist for too often or not so often?

· too often causes it to lose meaning

· too infrequently and it doesn’t accomplish what it’s supposed to

How is the Lord’s Supper a proclamation of the Gospel message?

· the Gospel is the Good News

· it declares the fact that our sins are forgiven by the sacrificial death of Christ

· the Lord’s Supper speaks directly to that fact

· it is an object lesson … takes common objects (bread and wine/juice) and uses them to declare a spiritual Truth

What does the Lord’s Supper say about Jesus’ second coming?

· since we are still observing the Lord’s Supper, must mean Jesus has not returned yet

· each time we celebrate it, we also look forward to Christ’s imminent return
What kinds of emotions would we expect to experience in participating in the Lord’s Supper?

· joy of sins forgiven

· sorrow at the suffering Jesus encountered … for me
· praise, worship, thankfulness

· excitement in anticipating Christ’s return

What can believers do to keep the Lord’s supper from becoming an empty ritual?

· participate in it … don’t skip that service

· make special effort to focus thoughts on its meaning

· don’t let your mind wander to other issues 
3.3 Examine Yourself
Listen for what Paul says about self examination.
1 Cor. 11:27-32 (NIV)   Therefore, whoever eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of sinning against the body and blood of the Lord. [28] A man ought to examine himself before he eats of the bread and drinks of the cup. [29] For anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord eats and drinks judgment on himself. [30] That is why many among you are weak and sick, and a number of you have fallen asleep. [31] But if we judged ourselves, we would not come under judgment. [32] When we are judged by the Lord, we are being disciplined so that we will not be condemned with the world.
What warning do you see here?

· partake in unworthy manner is sin against body and blood of the Lord

· examine yourself before partaking

· can eat/drink judgment on self

What do you think Paul meant by the term “unworthy manner”?

· with irreverent attitude (joking around during the service)

· when you have anger, bitterness in your heart against someone

· when there are factions within the church

· when you are in open rebellion against God

· obviously when you are not even a believer

· distracted by daily activities, not even thinking about the meaning of the celebration

( Consider the fact that if you participate in the Lord’s Supper while holding a grudge or harboring anger (sin in your life) …

· you are saying Christ’s body and blood were abused for me

· and I’m still knowingly piling more abuse on Him

· I don’t really care … I’d rather continue with this sinful action/attitude

What do you think Paul meant by, “anyone who eats and drinks without recognizing the body of the Lord … “?

· could mean not thinking solemnly or reverently about Christ’ broken physical body

· could mean the “Body of Christ” which is the church

· this could have to do with our attitudes towards one another

· we need to be caring about all the “members” of the Body of Christ

· we cannot have ill feelings or broken relationships with other believers

So when we examine ourselves, what are we supposed to do about it when we find problems?

· confess to God … agree with Him that it is sin

· receive His forgiveness in faith

· we may have to go to someone and confess our sin against them, ask their forgiveness 

· repent … turn away from that action, attitude … turn to Christ and renew fellowship with Him

· trust God for renewed strength to maintain correct attitudes and actions

4. Application
4.1 Remember that it is Christ Himself who instituted the Lord’s supper

· It’s not just the Pastor’s thing

· Jesus wanted us to have a periodic object lesson to remind us of His sacrificial death

· How about if you carried a carpenter’s nail in your pocket to remember Christ’s being nailed to the cross – same type of reminder as a Communion service

4.2 When you next partake of the Lord’s Supper …

· Remember who it is that has saved you

· Remember how Jesus saved you

· Do not participate in a frivolous manner or with distractions

· Think ahead to Jesus impending return

4.3 Consider your relationships within the Body of Christ

· Examine any problems you may be having with someone else

· Have concern for “members of the Body” of Christ

· Make them right before the next time you participate in the Lord’s Supper
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