3/21/2010
When Members Insist on Their Way

1. Motivate

What are some rights or freedoms as a citizen of the country you call home?
· speech, 

· press, 

· bear arms, 

· religion, 

· search and seizure, 

· trial by peers

· voting

Which of these rights (if any) would  you be willing to give up if you believed that exercising it might harm someone else?

· speech (cannot cry “fire” in a crowded place if there is no fire, cannot disturb peace)

· guns (restricted in certain situations)

2. Transition

Personal freedom is a big deal in our culture
· Today we  consider what we have the right to do

· AND how our actions in doing these things will impact others

3. Bible Study

3.1 Let Love Rule
Listen for interesting statements about knowledge.
1 Cor. 8:1-3 (NLT)     Now let's talk about food that has been sacrificed to idols. You think that everyone should agree with your perfect knowledge. While knowledge may make us feel important, it is love that really builds up the church. [2] Anyone who claims to know all the answers doesn't really know very much. [3] But the person who loves God is the one God knows and cares for. 

What mistaken assumption does a person who thinks he knows something make? 

· you think your knowledge is perfect

· since it is perfect knowledge, everyone should agree with you

· in the extreme, you might think that all truth “dies” with you – when you’re gone, so is the perfect understanding you possess 

In what way can knowledge “puff up” a person?

· you tend to look down on others

· you think of yourself as more important, more capable

· you become condescending

· you patronize others

· you treat them like lowly dummies

What was troubling the Corinthians?  What “perfect knowledge” did some have that others didn’t seem to?

· whether or not they should buy/eat/serve meat which had been offered/sacrificed to idols

· some people said it was OK

· others said it honored the idols

What practices today are similar to the early church conundrum of whether or not to eat food offered to idols?

· popular music – different varieties  of rock music (heavy metal, etc.), some forms of country western

· some forms of public dancing (maybe the places are the issue more than the dancing)

· some forms of entertainment (even some TV programs)

· certainly any kind of alcoholic beverage

· styles of dress

· places to go for entertainment (in times past this has included bowling alleys, pool halls, skating rinks, honky-tonks, theaters)
· eating at places which have a bar or serve alcohol (even though you don’t drink)
Paul mentions love.  Why would being considerate of others be more important than knowing and claiming you are theologically correct in the actions you choose?

· your correctness could be flaunted in someone’s face

· it is a form of pride to “know” are right and look down on people who just “don’t understand”

· loving one another is better than having knowledge

· love builds one another up
· limiting your actions because you don’t want to lead someone astray shows your love

· at the same time don’t downplay knowledge – God puts no premium on ignorance

· knowledge alone is an inadequate guide for Christian conduct

· knowledge without expressed love for God and for people  is arrogance or snobbery

3.2 Avoid the Stumbling Blocks
Listen for Paul’s reasoning about the problem of meat offered to idols.
1 Cor. 8:4 (NIV)   So then, about eating food sacrificed to idols: We know that an idol is nothing at all in the world and that there is no God but one. … [7]  But not everyone knows this. Some people are still so accustomed to idols that when they eat such food they think of it as having been sacrificed to an idol, and since their conscience is weak, it is defiled. [8] But food does not bring us near to God; we are no worse if we do not eat, and no better if we do.   [9] Be careful, however, that the exercise of your freedom does not become a stumbling block to the weak. [10] For if anyone with a weak conscience sees you who have this knowledge eating in an idol's temple, won't he be emboldened to eat what has been sacrificed to idols? [11] So this weak brother, for whom Christ died, is destroyed by your knowledge. [12] When you sin against your brothers in this way and wound their weak conscience, you sin against Christ. [13] Therefore, if what I eat causes my brother to fall into sin, I will never eat meat again, so that I will not cause him to fall.
How did Paul counsel the Corinthians to regard food sacrificed to idols? (8:4-13)

· an idol, itself, is nothing but a piece of wood or stone or metal

· just because a piece of meat has been set out before it does nothing to the meat

· the only true deity is Jehovah God

So, why were the Corinthian Christians continuing to struggle over the matter of idols.

· some people had sensitive consciences

· they had formerly worshiped these idols and wanted to totally separate themselves from them

· anything that had to do with their former pagan life was wrong, evil, even satanic

· they wanted nothing to do with any aspect of their former life

How could weaker believers be hurt by seeing more mature Christians do something the weaker believers considered wrong?

· they might drift back into their former pagan ways

· they might become involved in other activities that actually are wrong

· they would violate their consciences and feel guilt

· Satan would accuse them of not being Christians at all … rob them of victorious living

· consider a parallel of my not eating a brownie before supper because my preschool grandson would not eat his meal if he ate one first 

How should we limit our freedom out of sensitivity to weaker Christians?

· if it will tend to cause them to violate their consciences, then avoid it

· in some cases it might be better to avoid it than to make an issue and purposefully irritate them

· in other cases, if they don’t know, they won’t be upset – don’t flaunt your knowledge or freedom  (is this a form of “don’t ask, don’t tell”?)

What overriding principle should govern our freedom? (8:9-13)

· don’t pursue your freedom and knowledge to the detriment of another believer

· we are members of the Body of Christ – members of a body help each other, not hinder

· acting in love sometimes means giving up something that would  

What limits might exist on what mature Christians should sacrifice on behalf of weaker believers?

· you might find yourself being “bound” by someone else’s conscience (instead of your own)
· if you do this, you are being very (maybe even overly) accommodating

· you need to be wise in trying to abide by someone else’s conscience

· the issue is whether or not your defying the other person’s conscience causes them to defy their own conscience  (and thus sin) or does it just bother them because you refuse to do so

· you cannot go to either extreme – you must find a middle ground

( Seek to please the Lord, not someone else

3.3 Do All for God’s Glory
Listen for the basic guideline Paul gives to help in making moral decisions.
1 Cor. 10:31-33 (NIV)  So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God. [32] Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the church of God-- [33] even as I try to please everybody in every way. For I am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be saved. 

In what areas of life can we glorify God? (10:31)

· eating

· drinking

· working      

everything you do

· playing

So what does it mean to eat and drink for the glory of God?

· avoid over indulging

· choose food and beverage wisely

· avoid things harmful to your body

· avoid having your appetites control you

· instead, be controlled by the Holy Spirit
What does doing everything for God’s glory have to do with Paul’s prior discussion of not causing believes to stumble?
· you forego doing what you believe is OK because you want to glorify God by helping a person younger in the faith

· you don’t demand to do things according to your own “superior” knowledge so God may be glorified in the life of another

· by denying oneself pleasures and comforts you might bring others to Christ

· this demonstrates submission both to God and to others

How can we know whether something we’re considering will bring God glory?
· principles of Scripture

· the Bible tells us what God loves, what God hates

· some specific things are specified as to what to do, what to avoid

· God’s Holy Spirit will guide and give insight in specific instances

· the Spirit convinces/convicts us of what is right, what will bring glory to God

Paul said, “I try to please everybody in every way.”  So was he just a people pleaser, a politician?

· he would not compromise right or wrong just to make someone happy or gain popularity

· his main purpose was to please God
So what would be the right way to please people?

· strive to work with them, not aggravate them

· encourage them, mentor them, help them – work for their good

· be sensitive to their needs, even sometimes their preferences

4. Application
4.1 Some people with much knowledge can become inflated with pride
· Avoid this arrogant attitude

· Self-giving love is the expression of humble faith and faithfulness

· This kind of love builds up individual believers and the church as a whole

4.2 Some issues are not seen the same way by all believers
· Don’t go against your own conscience

· Don’t encourage someone else to go against their conscience

· Be willing to lay aside your freedom of action if causes a fellow believer to stumble
4.3 As Christians, everything we do should be for God’s glory
· Focus on meeting the needs of others

· Be ready give up satisfying your own desires and rights
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