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When Immorality Comes to Church

1. Motivate

Indicate whether you Agree or Disagree with each of the following statements.

_____ Because Christ has forgiven me, I can do what I want

_____ One Christian’s immorality affects the whole church.

_____ We shouldn’t judge the immoral behavior of Christians.

_____ It’s never OK to exclude someone from Christian fellowship.

_____ My body is mine to do with as I want if I don’t hurt anyone

_____ There is no good and right way to judge others

_____ The culture around me dictates what is acceptable

2. Transition

We live in a society saturated with distorted beliefs and practices concerning sexuality

( Today we examine those views

( We identify ways to protect the moral integrity of the church
3. Bible Study

3.1 Does Sin Still Shock Us?
Listen for something that shocks Paul.
1 Cor. 5:1-2 (NIV)   It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality among you, and of a kind that does not occur even among pagans: A man has his father's wife. [2] And you are proud! Shouldn't you rather have been filled with grief and have put out of your fellowship the man who did this?
From an online dictionary:   desensitize  
[image: image1.wmf]Û

 To make emotionally insensitive or unresponsive, as by long exposure or repeated shocks

In what areas do we become desensitized in our culture today?

· violence

· materialism

· sexual content of movies, TV shows, other entertainment

· lack of truthfulness

How long do you think this process takes?

· weeks?

· months?

· years?

According to the passage, what had the Corinthian church as a whole done (or failed to do) that disturbed Paul?

· someone had married his stepmother (his father’s wife)

· the church had not condemned this

· they tolerated it

· in fact they expressed pride in it!

What are the pain and problems created by sexual immorality?

· emotional pain for the spouse, for children, for other family members

· financial hardship for the single parent who must survive on lower income

· additional financial burden for one who must pay child support

· spiritual harm, setback

· danger today of sexually transmitted diseases (both acquiring them and then passing them on to others)

What was Paul’s suggestion of what should be happening in the church?

· the church should be filled with grief

· the man who did this should be put out of the fellowship of the church
Why might some people say this was too harsh of a treatment?
· we need to have love,  tolerance 

· it’s not our place to judge or condemn

· if we kick the person out, it will make them bitter, they may turn against God even more

· we need to be a witness to them, especially during this time
What do you think Paul’s rational would be for having someone living immorally to be removed from the church fellowship?

· the church cannot condone immorality

· if the person stays, he/she may influence others to likewise become involved in immorality

· the world will not see church members’ behaviors as being righteous, holy, pure – it is a bad testimony

· ultimately the person should realize how serious this behavior is and repent

( When the church practices discipline within, it should be done for the purposes of redemption and restoration

At what point would you stop associating with a person who continued to do wrong?

· communicate your concern, you cannot condone the action

· share a scriptural or even practical basis for why you disagree with their action

· exhort them to cease and desist 

· only after plainly expressing your position and their refusal should you discontinue your association

Suppose you are the one being disciplined.  What actions and attitudes from others would compel you to change?
· even though your membership has been ended, people still will talk to you

· people still take your calls 

· church leadership carefully explains the biblical issues involved

· you know church members are praying for you

· the church offers counsel and direction when you make an effort to do the right thing

· the issue is handled discreetly, you are not the subject of church gossip

3.2 How Should We Respond to Immoral Members?
Listen for what this passage teaches about church discipline.
1 Cor. 5:9-13 (NIV)  I have written you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people-- [10] not at all meaning the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case you would have to leave this world. [11] But now I am writing you that you must not associate with anyone who calls himself a brother but is sexually immoral or greedy, an idolater or a slanderer, a drunkard or a swindler. With such a man do not even eat.  [12] What business is it of mine to judge those outside the church? Are you not to judge those inside? [13] God will judge those outside. "Expel the wicked man from among you." 

Paul has been dealing with the issue of sexual immorality.  What other behaviors does he list that should not be tolerated?
· greedy

· swindlers

· idolaters

· slanderers

· drunkards

Why are these behaviors destructive?

· they are destructive to others

· they put other things ahead of God

· some are self destructive behaviors

As a practical matter, how can we disassociate ourselves from church members who are doing these things and yet avoid the pitfalls of acting “holier-than-thou” or too much tolerance?
· maybe the main point is to disassociate yourself from the wrong activity, not from the person
· we might be their neighbors – we can still talk

· we might work with them – we still carry out cooperative work relationship

· we politely refuse their invitations to places we know are wrong

· instead we invite them to an activity that is proper

· we walk away when a dirty joke is being told

· we refuse to gossip or badmouth about them

· we refuse to gossip about others with them

How can you be wise and l0ving, and stand for biblical truth without being judgmental in your family?
· generally, a family member should always feel home is a refuge

· home should not be a place where one is hassled or harangued about behavior

· on the other hand, a parent always has the right and responsibility to require certain standards

· a family may have to refuse refuge to a member who persists in illegal and/or immoral behavior – especially if it is being carried out within the home

Nothing about these kinds of problems is simple or easy

· lots of prayer is always needed – even when things are going well

· counsel is often needed when things fall apart

3.3 What’s Wrong with Sexual Immorality

Listen for reasons Paul gives to avoid sexual immorality.
1 Cor. 6:15-20 (NIV)  Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ himself? Shall I then take the members of Christ and unite them with a prostitute? Never! [16] Do you not know that he who unites himself with a prostitute is one with her in body? For it is said, "The two will become one flesh." [17] But he who unites himself with the Lord is one with him in spirit. [18] Flee from sexual immorality. All other sins a man commits are outside his body, but he who sins sexually sins against his own body. [19] Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; [20] you were bought at a price. Therefore honor God with your body.

According to verses 15 and 19, what makes our bodies special?

· our bodies are members of Christ Himself

· Romans 6 says we have been placed (baptized) into Christ

· your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit – He dwells within you

· you have been bought with the price of the blood of Jesus Christ

· our bodies must be used to honor God

According to this passage, how will sexual misbehavior affect people?

· your body becomes united to something/someone outside of Christ

· a believer would be acting against the union with Christ

· the unbeliever would be creating even more of a barrier between against Christ

· you weaken godly unions (marriage) that do exist

How would you explain to a new believer why sexual purity is such a happiness builder?

· he/she will avoid union with ungodliness

· instead you are united with God, you are one with Him in spirit

· you avoid the risk and fear of sexually transmitted diseases

· there will be a mutual trust between you and your spouse

· you will be assured that you have dedicated yourselves exclusively to each other

· you avoid the fear of losing a spouse to someone else due to sexual temptations

· your mind is protected from guilty images of what you would have seen or done

Paul says “flee sexual immorality.”  In practical terms what does that mean today in regards to movies and TV and the internet?

· if you know there will be suggestive or sexual content, stay away from it

· same can be said for violence and language – often connected to the sexual content

· if you weren’t aware of it when you went in, get up and walk out

· one family I know used the “three strikes and out” for the language issue applied to vulgarity and taking God’s name in vain

How can we motivate children and grandchildren to remain sexually pure?
· pray early and often
· have frank conversations – keep the TV and the internet access out in the open
· always be willing to answer questions – age appropriately

· model sexual purity in behavior and in what you say and view

4. Application
4.1 We easily become desensitized to sexual immorality in our culture

· Beware of frequent and long term exposure to immorality

· Reject distorted attitudes and hurtful practices in our culture

· Claim the spiritual armor to protect your heart and mind against these “fiery darts”

4.2 A church that condones serious ongoing sin in its midst will lose its witness
· Pray for church leadership who must follow biblical teachings and instructions about church discipline

· Pray that actions taken will result in repentance, restoration,  and redemption
4.3 Our challenge in today’s world is to glorify God with our bodies
· Determine to maintain absolute love and purity in your marriage

· Pray for children and grandchildren that they will maintain sexual purity before and during their marriages

· Pray for the people they date and will eventually marry

Note to others who use this lesson outline:

This has been a hard lesson to write in such a way that it avoids being “preachy”  or critical and yet deals with the reality of the problem.  Sometimes the subject is like the proverbial “elephant in the room” – everyone knows it is there but no one is willing to talk about it.  The lesson may also hard to teach for the very same reasons.   Let’s all pray for each other as we teach this lesson!
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