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When I Make Poor Choices

1. Motivate

What are benefits and dangers of fire?

	Benefits
	Dangers

	· warmth

· light

· sterilization

· disposal of unwanted things
	· you can be burned

· destructive capabilities

· causes smoke – pollution, toxicity


What are some other things that can be good if controlled, dangerous if left unchecked?

· rain water

· government!

· humor

2. Transition

Poor decisions can be like a fire (or something else) that gets out of control

· stepping outside God’s boundaries cause trouble

· keeping (or returning to) God’s boundaries result in the good God intends for us
3. Bible Study

3.1 Give Me What I Want
Listen for what has upset Samuel.
1 Samuel 8:5-9 (NIV)    They said to him, "You are old, and your sons do not walk in your ways; now appoint a king to lead us, such as all the other nations have."   [6] But when they said, "Give us a king to lead us," this displeased Samuel; so he prayed to the Lord. [7] And the Lord told him: "Listen to all that the people are saying to you; it is not you they have rejected, but they have rejected me as their king. [8] As they have done from the day I brought them up out of Egypt until this day, forsaking me and serving other gods, so they are doing to you. [9] Now listen to them; but warn them solemnly and let them know what the king who will reign over them will do." 

What were some of the reasons that the Israelites wanted a king rather than a priest/judge? (8:5)

· Samuel had appointed his sons to be the leadership

· they were crooked

· they accepted bribes, perverted justice

· they wanted someone to do a better job leading than a “judge”

· they wanted a king, “like the other nations”

What reasons do you see here (and infer) why Samuel would be displeased about the people’s desire?
· Samuel was sensitive because his sons were being criticized, rejected

· indirectly this was criticism against him also

· and he realized this was against God’s desires for the people

How did God help Samuel put the people’s request in perspective? 

· God told  him actually it was actually Jehovah they were rejecting, not Samuel

· this was nothing new

· this rebellion against God’s leadership had been going on since the day they walked out of Egypt

· they forsook Jehovah, they pursued other deities – just like what was happening here

· this time the deity was to “be like other nations” and have a human king

Why did God include the request for a king in the same category with idolatry?

· an idol is a substitute for God

· someone wants to worship and depend on someone/something else besides God

· they wanted to depend on an earthly leader, a king

· they wanted to give the king glory and see him as a big shot amongst the royalty of other nations

What are some ways we desire to be like people around us?

· keep up with them in material ways (cars,  houses, jobs, clothes)

· be accepted by the “in crowd” at school, at work, in neighborhood, in social gatherings

· be in the know about current entertainment

· not be made fun of by being different (accused of being a “goody-two-shoes”)

In what way is the desire to be like the people around us more of a hindrance than a help to our spiritual lives?

· the people around us may or may not be godly in their influence

· Paul said we are not to let the world press us into its mold 

· Romans 12:2 (NLT)   Don't copy the behavior and customs of this world, but let God transform you into a new person by changing the way you think. Then you will know what God wants you to do, and you will know how good and pleasing and perfect his will really is
What are some other ways in which we can reject God as our king?

· when you try to run your own life

· when anything else becomes more important to us than God is

· when we sense God speaking to us through His word or through teaching or preaching and we reject it 

· when we refuse to do what God is telling us to do

3.2 Consequences of My Choices
Listen for how God demonstrated His displeasure.
1 Samuel 12:13-19 (NIV)   Now here is the king you have chosen, the one you asked for; see, the Lord has set a king over you. [14] If you fear the Lord and serve and obey him and do not rebel against his commands, and if both you and the king who reigns over you follow the Lord your God--good! [15] But if you do not obey the Lord, and if you rebel against his commands, his hand will be against you, as it was against your fathers.  [16] "Now then, stand still and see this great thing the Lord is about to do before your eyes! [17] Is it not wheat harvest now? I will call upon the Lord to send thunder and rain. And you will realize what an evil thing you did in the eyes of the Lord when you asked for a king."   [18] Then Samuel called upon the Lord, and that same day the Lord sent thunder and rain. So all the people stood in awe of the Lord and of Samuel.  [19] The people all said to Samuel, "Pray to the Lord your God for your servants so that we will not die, for we have added to all our other sins the evil of asking for a king." 

According to this passage, what  conditions would Israel have to fulfill in order to keep God’s blessing? 

· fear the Lord

· serve and obey the Lord

· do not rebel against His commands

· both you and the king must follow the Lord

· otherwise, God will be against you (as it was against your fathers)

What sign did Samuel perform to convince the people that they had displeased God? 

· note that it is wheat harvest now

· I will call on God to send thunder and rain

· then you will realize what an evil thing you did in the eyes of the Lord when you asked for a king
What is it about calamity that causes people to reassess their attitudes and deeds?

· something out of the ordinary, catches people’s attention

· realization of lack of ability to control things

· men think they are smart, in control – now they realize their limitations

· fear for their lives, for their well being

· they get scared into realization they have done wrong, God’s judgment is certainly possible

How did the people respond to the sign provided by Samuel and God? 

· the people stood in awe of the Lord and of Samuel

· they asked Samuel to pray to Jehovah God so they would not die

· they confessed their sins of evil for asking for a king

How should we continue to relate to God as we deal with the consequences of our poor choices?

· continued confession (agreeing with God that what we did was sin)

· thanking God that He forgives

· asking for wisdom to learn from this set of events

· prayer for patience

· prayer for strength and wisdom to make the right decision the next time

3.3 Conclusion: God Is in Control
Listen for what is wrong with idols.
1 Samuel 12:20-25 (NIV)     "Do not be afraid," Samuel replied. "You have done all this evil; yet do not turn away from the Lord, but serve the Lord with all your heart. [21] Do not turn away after useless idols. They can do you no good, nor can they rescue you, because they are useless. [22] For the sake of his great name the Lord will not reject his people, because the Lord was pleased to make you his own. [23] As for me, far be it from me that I should sin against the Lord by failing to pray for you. And I will teach you the way that is good and right. [24] But be sure to fear the Lord and serve him faithfully with all your heart; consider what great things he has done for you. [25] Yet if you persist in doing evil, both you and your king will be swept away." 

Samuel tells the people  “fear not.”  Why do we tend to pull back from God when afraid?

· we probably are fearing God’s wrath because we have done wrong

· we are afraid to admit the dumb thing that got us in trouble

· we think we can handle things on our own

· we are afraid to admit we have a problem

What things did Samuel ask the Israelites to do in order to avoid God’s wrath?

· be sure to fear the Lord  (not the same kind of fear as “fear not”)

· serve Him faithfully with all your heart

· always remember/consider what great things He has done for you

According to Samuel, why are idols “useless”? 

· idols can do you no good

· idols cannot rescue you

· they are helpless

How is the living God set apart from useless idols?

· God’s power, authority, wisdom, love

· idols have no power – men create them, move them around, shine them, dust them

· men have to defend their honor … God takes care of things Himself!

Why are we so tempted to turn again to worthless idols?

· Satan continues to place temptations before us

· the “idols” are all around us

· we still live as mortal humans, subject to temptations (but not forced into them)

· we tend not to learn our lesson

· we have a habit to depend on self, not on the Lord

What are good defenses against the temptations of idols?

· daily reading and thinking about God’s Word

· talking to God – about your joys, your struggles, your burdens

· keep “short accounts” with God – be quick to confess, seek forgiveness when you fail 

· be quick to pray for strength, wisdom

Why do you think Samuel agreed to pray for the people again? 

believed it was His responsibility to pray for the people under his authority

· it would be a sin not to pray for them

· he wanted them to be taught what was good and right

Sometimes it is difficult to pray for someone who has failed – what can you do to help maintain discipline in praying for others?
· keep a list, a notebook of prayer requests

· establish a daily routine – a habit – (like eating, if you skip it, you’d feel “hungry)

4. Application
4.1 Bad news … sometimes we rebel
· Good news … we don’t have to keep rebelling

· If you make a poor choice this week, go to God, confess your sin

4.2 This week when you see your garbage, think of the “worthless things” (idols) we sometimes pursue.
· Just like the garbage, toss away your worthless idols

· Repent and return to God
4.3 Samuel was faithful to pray for the people he served
· Pray for folks around you 

· Thank the Lord when they succeed

· When they make poor choices, pray for them some more
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