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When Easter Becomes Just Another Holiday

1. Motivate

Why do you think it is easier to talk about new clothes at Easter than about the resurrection?

· new clothes seem closer to the here and now

· the concept of the resurrection might be controversial 

· we’ve heard the story about the resurrection before … new clothes are new
· you want to know what others are wearing … you already know what happened at the resurrection

2. Transition

Today ( we find out about another problem the Corinthians had
· they didn’t confuse Easter with white shoes and crème filled eggs

· but they had gotten confused about the resurrection

3. Bible Study

3.1 Know Where You Stand
Listen for basic facts Paul mentions about Jesus.
1 Cor. 15:1-4 (NIV)  Now, brothers, I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received and on which you have taken your stand. [2] By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain.   [3] For what I received I passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, [4] that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 

According to Paul, why is it important to “hold firmly to the word”? 

· otherwise you believe in vain

· that’s the foundation of your faith

· without it you fall

What do you think it means for you to “hold firmly to the word”?

· to know the basic concepts of your faith

· to realize what is necessary and sufficient for salvation

· to be able to verbalize exactly what is your salvation and how it was accomplished

· to regularly declare to the Lord your ongoing faith in what He has done for you and what He is doing for you

How did Christ’s life fulfill the Scriptures? 

· died for our sins

· was buried

· raised again on the third day

Why would it be disastrous for a person to believe only some of what is in verses 3 & 4?

· each of the facts there is necessary

· any one of them left out makes Christ’s work ineffective

· He had to die a real death to receive God’s judgment (which we deserved)

· He had to be buried – showed an actual death, also then possible to show an actual resurrection

· He had to be resurrected from the dead – defeat death, give to us new life

Mathematicians  sometimes talk of what elements are necessary and what elements are sufficient to prove or accomplish something

· each of the elements of Christ’s experiences was necessary
· all of the elements taken together are sufficient
Note the phrase, “of first importance”

· Paul is not talking about “first” in a time sequence

· Rather it is in a ranking of importance 

What do you think is the significance of the fact that the Truth of the gospel is ranked of “first importance” to God?

· this is what you believe

· it is reality

· it may be in conflict with worldly wisdom, but this is what God says

· this is what you base your salvation on … nothing else

Why do you think Paul had to remind people of such basic truths?  Why do people today need to be likewise reminded – especially at Easter?
· people’s minds are focused on so many other things

· there are distractions

· some people just don’t know about the Truth of the gospel message

· some people forget the concepts of basic Truth

· repeated descriptions and explanations are needed to help understanding

· some spiritual truths are not easily understood – we need to hear them again

How can we respond to someone who rejects the truth of Christ’s resurrection?

· mention the documented encounters of those who saw Him

· note the way their lives had changed

· compare to the believability of any other historical figure (the Caesars, Alexander the Great, even George Washington)

· personal experience of the changing of your own life

· share the reality of the power of the resurrection at work in your own life – the peace, joy, encouragement, empowering accomplished by Jesus (in the person of the Holy Spirit) in your everyday experience.

3.2 Imagine Faith Without Resurrection
Listen for Paul’s logical arguments, a series of if-then statements.
1 Cor. 15:12-19 (NIV)  But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? [13] If there is no resurrection of the dead, then not even Christ has been raised. [14] And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. [15] More than that, we are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead. But he did not raise him if in fact the dead are not raised. [16] For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised either. [17] And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. [18] Then those also who have fallen asleep in Christ are lost. [19] If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men. 

Paul was dealing with a heresy that had arisen in the church at Corinth – there is no such thing as resurrection from the dead.

List the “if … then” statements Paul uses to put down the heresy.

	If …
	Then …

	· we preach Christ’s resurrection


· no resurrection of the dead

· Christ wasn’t raised

· Christ wasn’t raised

· Christ wasn’t raised 
	· how can you say there is no resurrection
· then Christ wasn’t raised either
· preaching is useless
· faith is useless
· I (Paul) am a liar
· your faith is futile
· you are still in your sins
· those believers who physically died are lost – gone, cease to exist


What are some reasons that people today deny Jesus’ resurrection?

· they doubt His existence – the Bible is a bunch of stories

· they suggest that the disciples stole the body

· no such thing as anyone being brought back from the dead

· don’t want to come under the moral requirements of God which are proved by Christ’s resurrection

· if you deny something long enough, often enough, you believe by denying it, they can assert that Christianity is futile, preachers are liars (even if ignorantly so)

What are some hopes you have that are dependent on the truth of Jesus’ resurrection?

· forgiveness of sins

· eventual reunion with friends and family who died as believers

· eternal union with Christ

· the ultimate healing of our mortal bodies

· abundant life while still living here on earth

· God's presence and power right now

· we need not fear death

· God will create a new heaven, new earth – current problems caused by sin will be gone

3.3 Live Like Jesus’ Resurrection Matters
Listen for a victorious conclusion.
1 Cor. 15:54b-58 (NIV) "Death has been swallowed up in victory." [55] "Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?" [56] The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. [57] But thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. [58] Therefore, my dear brothers, stand firm. Let nothing move you. Always give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.
What is the sting and power of death?

· sting of death is sin

· power of sin is the law

How has God given Christians the victory over death? 
· spiritual death (separation from God) is caused by sin

· Jesus has taken care of the sin problem

· physical death is normally (naturally) feared

· assurance of our spiritual destiny takes away much of that fear

What difference does it make that we will be resurrected? 
· you can stand firm in what you believe

· you can be unmoved by the problems in this life

· your service, ministries for the Lord have eternal results

· your faith and your expression of it is not in vain

What challenge does Paul give?

· stand firm

· let nothing move you

· give yourselves fully to the work of the Lord

· be assured that your labor in the Lord is not in vain

What kinds of things make us feel like our labor is in vain?

· the more you clean up, the more the place gets dirty

· you teach your children manners and they seem to get more goofy

· you labor faithfully in a kids SS class and see few changes in their lives
· you participate in the music program and few people seem to appreciate it

· you do your job and get little recognition

How do Paul’s words challenge or encourage you about your labor?

· your labor for the Lord is never in vain

· God is the one who accomplishes things

· our task is to “plant seed” or “water” or “harvest”

· it is God who gives the increase and causes the “seed” to grow

( All of this because Jesus’ resurrection gives us the victory over sin and death!

4. Application
4.1 The Good News for today is that Christ died for our sins and was raised from the dead
· God has given the church the mission to proclaim this message of Good News

· Lost people need to hear this Good News

· Hold fast to this Truth – communicate in word and in deed

4.2 Some people don’t believe in a future resurrection
· Faith in Christ’s resurrection is assurance of the believer’s resurrection

· If this were false, we would be without hope

· However … it is TRUE and we can be full of hope!
4.3 Believers celebrate the reality of the resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ
· He removed the sting of sin and death

· We can live daily in the light of the reality of Jesus’ resurrection

· He is risen!   He is risen indeed!
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