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Walk With God

1. Motivate

What kinds of help could you find if you were planning to travel in unfamiliar territory?
· a good atlas/map

· a GPS

· a personal guide who knew the area 


which of these is the best?

· just ask along the way

· use MapQuest or Google Maps directions

2. Transition

Best choice might be the knowledgeable guide

· Same thing is true for spiritual leadership

· Today we look at Ezra, a leader with  integrity

3. Bible Study

3.1 Have a Heart for God
Listen for personal qualities and attributes of Ezra.
Ezra 7:1 (NIV)    After these things, during the reign of Artaxerxes king of Persia, …  7:6-10   this Ezra came up from Babylon. He was a teacher well versed in the Law of Moses, which the Lord, the God of Israel, had given. The king had granted him everything he asked, for the hand of the Lord his God was on him. [7] Some of the Israelites, including priests, Levites, singers, gatekeepers and temple servants, also came up to Jerusalem in the seventh year of King Artaxerxes.    [8] Ezra arrived in Jerusalem in the fifth month of the seventh year of the king. [9] He had begun his journey from Babylon on the first day of the first month, and he arrived in Jerusalem on the first day of the fifth month, for the gracious hand of his God was on him. [10] For Ezra had devoted himself to the study and observance of the Law of the Lord, and to teaching its decrees and laws in Israel. 

What were some attributes of Ezra which qualified him for leadership?


· teacher

· well versed in Law of Moses, given by God

· king granted him all he asked

· hand of God was upon him

To what was Ezra devoted? 

· devoted to study of the Law

· to observance of the Law

· to teaching God’s Law

How do you explain Ezra’s great success?

· due to his study and obedience of the Law

· was a man who sought to obey, serve God

· communicated those truths to others

· he lived the life of a credible believer

· he practiced what he preached

Ezra lead the Israelites from one physical location to another.  He also would lead them to where God wanted them to be spiritually.  How does that get accomplished?
· preach, teach God’s Truth

· live what you preach

· encourage, exhort

· good leadership – keep working on the important things

· don’t get caught up in majoring on minor issues

· gather wise counselors, administrators

Why do you think that Ezra, who already knew the Scripture better than most, was determined to continue to study and learn from it?

· you are never too old to learn

· God is never finished with us here on earth, 

· He continues to shape and mold us with what He says to us in the Word

· we have new experiences at different stages in our lives and we have learn new lessons to learn

· God’s Truth is deeper and wider than we can ever fully fathom and understand

What temptation or danger is there for someone who has grown up knowing the Bible stories and memorized verses and heard sermons all our lives?

· can become old stuff

· we know how the story turns out so we tune out

· you can think you know all there is to know

· that’s for the kids and the new believers, I’ve been down that road before

· that’s when you miss important truths you need to know
· when you quit paying attention to God’s Truth, then you can be fooled by something counterfeit

Which of these three is more difficult to do?  Why?

	Study
	Obey
	Teach

	· takes time each day

· takes concentration

· hard to understand those boring passages
	· easy to read, hard to do what it says

· don’t like what it makes me do

· hurts to give up some of those things
	· I can understand it, but it is hard to communicate

· I’m scared to get up in front of people and talk

· people won’t listen to what I have to say

· now I really have to obey it


How can we strengthen ourselves in each category?
	Study
	Obey
	Teach

	· start out small

· use study helps

· try the One Year Bible

· accountability partner
	· ask God for His power to enable your obedience

· choose something in Bible study each week
	· journal what you study

· volunteer for helping in some department

· get training

· become an understudy


 3.2 Build a Reputation for Integrity
Listen for how the king trusted Ezra.
Ezra 7:25-28 (NIV)   And you, Ezra, in accordance with the wisdom of your God, which you possess, appoint magistrates and judges to administer justice to all the people of Trans-Euphrates--all who know the laws of your God. And you are to teach any who do not know them. [26] Whoever does not obey the law of your God and the law of the king must surely be punished by death, banishment, confiscation of property, or imprisonment.      [27] Praise be to the Lord, the God of our fathers, who has put it into the king's heart to bring honor to the house of the Lord in Jerusalem in this way [28] and who has extended his good favor to me before the king and his advisers and all the king's powerful officials. Because the hand of the Lord my God was on me, I took courage and gathered leading men from Israel to go up with me. 

How was Ezra qualified to appoint leaders to administer justice in the king’s realm? 

· wisdom of God

· wisdom given by God

· able to judge who knows God’s Law

· able to teach and mentor such administrators

How did Ezra react to the king’s giving him so much power and authority? 

· praise

· gave credit, glory to God

· declared that God had guided the decision of the King

· God guided the king to act in such a way to bring glory to God

How do we sometimes react when good things happen to us?
· of course … I worked hard

· ‘bout time I get things to go my way for once

· I deserved it

Whom did Ezra credit for his success? 

· God extended good favor to him before the king

· and to king’s advisors and officials

· hand of God was upon him (Ezra)

· assistance of Jewish leadership

Consider the definition of integrity:  adherence to moral and ethical principles; soundness of moral character; honesty

Ezra demonstrated integrity.  How is our relationship with Christ related to living a life of integrity?

· a person who is submitted to God’s control and rule in his life will live a moral life

· ethics will be a priority to a believer

· someone who is controlled by God’s Spirit will be honest

· it will be the result of obeying and serving the Lord

A person can be good and moral without belief in Christ … but will not measure up to God’s standards – we all come short of the glory of God (Rom 3:23)

3.3 Start Living Rightly
Listen for the problem that concerned Ezra.
Ezra 9:4-6 (NIV)    Then everyone who trembled at the words of the God of Israel gathered around me because of this unfaithfulness of the exiles. And I sat there appalled until the evening sacrifice.   [5] Then, at the evening sacrifice, I rose from my self-abasement, with my tunic and cloak torn, and fell on my knees with my hands spread out to the Lord my God [6] and prayed:   "O my God, I am too ashamed and disgraced to lift up my face to you, my God, because our sins are higher than our heads and our guilt has reached to the heavens.  …  10:10-12 Then Ezra the priest stood up and said to them, "You have been unfaithful; you have married foreign women, adding to Israel's guilt. [11] Now make confession to the Lord, the God of your fathers, and do his will. Separate yourselves from the peoples around you and from your foreign wives."   [12] The whole assembly responded with a loud voice: "You are right! We must do as you say. 

What did Ezra do at the evening sacrifice? 

· sat there appalled at the guilt of the exiles, sat self-abased

· tore his clothes (a way they expressed grief)

· fell before God in prayer and confession

· expressed his shame and disgrace

What specific instructions did Ezra give to the Israelites?

· declared their unfaithfulness in marrying gentile women

· confess to God

· do His will

· separate yourselves from foreign wives

Why do you think Ezra reacted so strongly to the news that the Israelites had intermarried with their neighbors?

· that’s one of the reasons God sent them into exile in the first place … 70 years before

· when you unite with unbelievers, it destroys any possibility of raising faithful children, grandchildren

· was a blatant disobedience of the Law (for good reason)

In what ways do Christians need to avoid mixing themselves with the world?

· entertainment

· pursuit of material things in the same way

· attitude towards gaining power and influence

· acquiring a worldly mindset (in contrast to a biblical world view)

What kind of relationships should Christians have with unbelievers?

· work together with them

· demonstrate Christ like life (Fruit of the Spirit)

· encouragement, support, prayer when you see them struggling with various life issues

· we are to live in the world without being of the world

What can we learn from Ezra about confession of sin?

· agree with God that it is sin, don’t try to sugar coat it
· call it like it is
· when you point out sin in others, there exists things just as bad in your own life

4. Application
4.1 Spiritual leaders should study, practice, and teach God’s Word
· This week observe how walking with God involves trust and obedience

· Allow God to work through you to be a blessing to others

4.2 When God gives wealth and authority, make sure to use it for God’s glory
· Use it with integrity

· Act with integrity to influence both believers and unbelievers
4.3 World mission and godly living go together
· Confess your own sins

· As you pray for others struggling with sin, realize/confess your own vulnerability 

· Pray for God’s wisdom and strength to make right choices
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