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Value What God Values

1. Motivate

What are some synonyms for the word “value”? 
· worth
· price
· cost
· charge
· assessment
· importance
· signifiance
· usefulness
· consequence
· appreciate
· respect
· esteem
· treasure
· cherish
· regard
· prize

What is a “priority”?

· something we put at the top of our to-do list

· the most important thing we need to be doing

· everything else depends on this

2. Transition

Today we look at how our values and priorities should match those of God

3. Bible Study

3.1 God Values All People
What are some of the problems people face in our world today?

· pain and suffering

· economic struggles

· lack of joy and satisfaction

· substance abuse

What kinds of solutions does the world look for?

· political solutions

· spend money to make it better

· if we could educate people …

Listen for God’s solutions to people’s problems.
Isaiah 61:1-7 (NIV) The Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me, because the Lord has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim freedom for the captives and release from darkness for the prisoners, [2] to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor and the day of vengeance of our God, to comfort all who mourn, [3] and provide for those who grieve in Zion-- to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of ashes, the oil of gladness instead of mourning, and a garment of praise instead of a spirit of despair. They will be called oaks of righteousness, a planting of the Lord for the display of his splendor. [4] They will rebuild the ancient ruins and restore the places long devastated; they will renew the ruined cities that have been devastated for generations. [5] Aliens will shepherd your flocks; foreigners will work your fields and vineyards. [6] And you will be called priests of the Lord, you will be named ministers of our God. You will feed on the wealth of nations, and in their riches you will boast. [7] Instead of their shame my people will receive a double portion, and instead of disgrace they will rejoice in their inheritance; and so they will inherit a double portion in their land, and everlasting joy will be theirs. 
In verses 1 – 3 what are the purposes for which God’s Anointed was sent into the world? 

· preach good news to the poor

· bind up brokenhearted

· proclaim freedom to captives

· release from darkness for prisoners

· proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor the day of vengeance of God

· comfort all who mourn

· provide for those who grieve in Zion

· bestow on them a crown of beauty

Which of the above purposes do we see lived out in the life of Jesus

· preach good news

· bind up brokenhearted

· freedom, release prisoners

· comfort those who mourn

What does this passage and Jesus’ use of the passage tell us about God’s priorities and values?
· God values people – all kinds of people

· He cares about people with needs

· God places a high value on every human life

What kind of people do we tend to value?

· those with influence

· those who accomplish great things

· those who can help us

( Note the contrast

How would you characterize the sorts of people for whom the Messiah came?

· needy

· downtrodden

· people who faced hardships

· people who had been abused

What kinds of ministries can members of a church have that demonstrates God’s priorities and values to people in need?

· benevolent ministries – to homeless, to people without work

· participation in street missions

· help out shelter ministries – women’s shelters, homeless shelters

· donate resources to these kinds of ministries

· volunteer work in hospitals, in street missions

3.2 God Loves Justice
Listen for what the writer says about justice.
Isaiah 61:8-9 (NIV) "For I, the Lord, love justice; I hate robbery and iniquity. In my faithfulness I will reward them and make an everlasting covenant with them. [9] Their descendants will be known among the nations and their offspring among the peoples. All who see them will acknowledge that they are a people the Lord has blessed." 
What’s the difference between a self-focused “that’s not fair” and true injustice?

	“That’s not fair”
	True Injustice

	· a bad call in a sports play

· my piece of cake was smaller

· how come you got to ride the rollercoaster twice, I only went once

· you always get good grades

· the light turned red right when I got there
	· persecuted/prosecuted for taking a Christian stand

· you didn’t get a job, just because you were short/tall/fat/thin/ …

· being falsely accused of a crime

· being denied a loan because you didn’t know to pay a bribe (gift) to the loan officer


What are some words and phrases that describe God’s character?

· God loves justice

· He hates robbery and iniquity

· He is faithful

· He blesses people

What holds people back from showing justice?

· pride

· greed

· desire to get even, even if it involves something sneaky

What examples of injustice are important to you?

· government entitlements

· the way people are treated for being Christians (especially in heathen cultures)

· government intrusion into our lives
· the way we ignore people in real need

· the way young children are denied good parenting by selfish and foolish parents

Verse 9 says God will bless His people … how does our  being a blessing show God’s righteousness and justice?

· it is the right thing to do

· it demonstrates what God is really like

· shows that God motivates our actions and attitudes

· demonstrates God’s love for us and how it changes our lives

3.3 God Desires Righteousness
What special clothing do people have for weddings?

· men wear tuxedos or good suit – or in Texas, a fancy western outfit with string tie and best cowboy boots
· women in special wedding dress

· even the attendants wear matching outfits

Listen for a connection of clothing to righteousness.
Isaiah 61:10-11 (NIV) I delight greatly in the Lord; my soul rejoices in my God. For he has clothed me with garments of salvation and arrayed me in a robe of righteousness, as a bridegroom adorns his head like a priest, and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. [11] For as the soil makes the sprout come up and a garden causes seeds to grow, so the Sovereign Lord will make righteousness and praise spring up before all nations. 
With what has God clothed His people?
· garments of salvation

· robes of righteousness

How are salvation and righteousness more than just what we wear?

· they are part of our character

· they are what people see when they look at us

· they are guides for the choices we make

· they are qualities that God makes true in our lives

How does righteous behavior lead to justice?

· it means you do the right thing

· which is the just thing

· when you make the right choices, you will be just in your actions

· righteousness and justice are actually synonyms

What did Isaiah portray as sprouting like seeds out of soil?

· righteousness

· praise will spring up

What could we “plant” that will spring up in righteousness and praise?

· share a smile

· offer to pray for someone where you work who has a need 

· help them with that need

· welcome a new neighbor by taking them cookies and Kool-Aid as they are moving in

· share the gospel message with an unsaved acquaintance

· consider a ministry one church did of cleaning windshields in a parking lot and leaving a friendly greeting from their church

· or a ministry of  going door to door and offering a free light bulb as a gift from your church  

· how about a gift of a free paperback Bible and returning later to ask their opinion of the Bible
4. Application
4.1 The Spirit of God anoints people for special tasks
· Those tasks include meeting the needs of people around us

· Become involved in meeting needs of folks in your community who are poor, broken-hearted, or mourning

· Offer them the hope and help of Jesus

4.2 God loves justice, hates injustice

· Some people cause injustices, some people ignore them

· Be a person who acts with justice towards the exploited
4.3 Justice and righteous are synonyms – and both are closely related to salvation
· Ask God to help you make choices that are just and right

· This week, “plant” something that will spring up in righteousness and joy


5

