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The Power of Petition
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How would you respond?

· maybe it’s too soon to tell
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what kinds of direction did God give?

· just what is it that’s gone bad?

· what other options did you have?

· let’s pray about it some more – maybe there’s further direction

2. Transition

(Today we look at two different examples of how people made decisions

· We want to look specifically at how David sought God’s guidance in the midst of danger and pressure
3. Bible Study

3.1 Saul Plots
Listen for what shameful act Saul instigates.
1 Samuel 22:17-20 (NIV)     Then the king ordered the guards at his side: "Turn and kill the priests of the Lord, because they too have sided with David. They knew he was fleeing, yet they did not tell me."   But the king's officials were not willing to raise a hand to strike the priests of the Lord.  [18] The king then ordered Doeg, "You turn and strike down the priests." So Doeg the Edomite turned and struck them down. That day he killed eighty-five men who wore the linen ephod. [19] He also put to the sword Nob, the town of the priests, with its men and women, its children and infants, and its cattle, donkeys and sheep.  [20] But Abiathar, a son of Ahimelech son of Ahitub, escaped and fled to join David. 

Despite the priest’s protests, what verdict did Saul arrive at and what sentence did he pronounce?

· kill the priests of the Lord

· they have sided with David

· they knew where he was going but they didn’t tell me

How might you describe Saul’s state of mind?
· angry

· vengeful

· unforgiving

· bitter

· ruthless

What happened when Saul ordered the priests of the Lord to be executed? 

· his immediate officials were not willing

· the king asked Doeg the Edomite

· he immediately struck them down (85 priests)

· he also went to the town where they lived … killed men, women, children, livestock

(  Note the escapee, Abiathar … he shows up later in the story.
What qualities might cause one person to commit a vicious act from which others have shied away?

· different set of values

· wants to “suck up” to the person in charge

· hates the people he is attacking (note Doeg was from the nation of Edom, not an Israelite)

· hopes to further his own position

What are some ways in which people today demonstrate Saul’s attitude of bitterness, revenge, anger, etc.?

· family disputes (including divorce)

· attitudes against other ethnic groups

· dirty tricks against a business rival

· getting someone else in trouble by telling a lie about them

Petition is a form of talking with God.  Why would David need the Power of Petition during this terrible time?

· he felt a certain amount of guilt for getting help from the priests

· he  probably would have believed the priests were safe from Saul

· he knew all this killing was pure revenge against him

· he needed to talk with God about his fears and his problems
· he would want God to talk to him about what to do
How would the power of petition help someone in the situations we described above?
· bring peace to a dispute

· bring peace to your own heart and mind

· bring assurance of God’s justice

· bring assurance of God’s supply during a time of need

· give God’s guidance during a hard time

3.2  David Pleads
Listen for why David specifically asked for God’s direction.
1 Samuel 23:1-5 (NIV) When David was told, "Look, the Philistines are fighting against Keilah and are looting the threshing floors," [2] he inquired of the Lord, saying, "Shall I go and attack these Philistines?" The Lord answered him, "Go, attack the Philistines and save Keilah." [3] But David's men said to him, "Here in Judah we are afraid. How much more, then, if we go to Keilah against the Philistine forces!" [4] Once again David inquired of the Lord, and the Lord answered him, "Go down to Keilah, for I am going to give the Philistines into your hand." [5] So David and his men went to Keilah, fought the Philistines and carried off their livestock. He inflicted heavy losses on the Philistines and saved the people of Keilah. 
What news did David get about Keilah?

· Philistines fighting against the town of Keilah

· they are looting the threshing floors

· they are stealing that season’s harvest

David was not the king, not even a representative of the king.  Why did he care what happened to Keilah?

· a sense of national pride – Philistines are attacking us
· concern for his own countrymen

· realization of the need for security of the Israelite border

According to verse 2, what was David’s response to the crisis?

· he inquired of God

· “Should we attack?”

· God said, “Go attack the Philistines, save the city of Keilah”

Why could it have been tempting to go off on his own and forget about seeking God?

· he was a warrior

· he had experience

· he knew what to do, how to do it

· these were God given skills after all … a sure thing

How did David show humility by the order in which he proceeded with his plans?

· did not act as an autocrat or dictator

· he considered the opinions of the soldiers

· he sought out guidance from God

What would be difficult or easy about believing that God would deliver a city with a ragtag band of misfits?

· these guys have not fought together before

· actually, they are afraid

· we are considerably outnumbered

· we’re rather unorganized, they are professional soldiers
How did God reassure David when he came the second time for guidance? (23:4)

· go to Keilah

· I am going to give the Philistines into your hand

What was good about the way David made his decisions?

· prayed to God first

· thought things through

· didn’t make snap decisions

· pursued God’s guidance and promises

Why is it important to seek God’s guidance before embarking even on an errand of mercy?

· seek God’s timing

· seek God’s methods

· even a good deed can be fraught with danger

· God may have other priorities you should tend to 
3.3 God Provides
Listen for the role of Abiathar (the escapee).
1 Samuel 23:6 (NIV)   (Now Abiathar son of Ahimelech had brought the ephod down with him when he fled to David at Keilah.) 1  … 9-13  When David learned that Saul was plotting against him, he said to Abiathar the priest, "Bring the ephod." [10] David said, "O Lord, God of Israel, your servant has heard definitely that Saul plans to come to Keilah and destroy the town on account of me. [11] Will the citizens of Keilah surrender me to him? Will Saul come down, as your servant has heard? O Lord, God of Israel, tell your servant."    And the Lord said, "He will."     [12] Again David asked, "Will the citizens of Keilah surrender me and my men to Saul?"  And the Lord said, "They will."  [13] So David and his men, about six hundred in number, left Keilah and kept moving from place to place. When Saul was told that David had escaped from Keilah, he did not go there. 



What action did David take when he learned that Saul was coming after him? (23:9)

· asked the priest to bring the ephod

· sought God’s guidance

Note the image of the ephod.  It is not clear how God used the ephod to give direction, but this was its appearance.

What were David’s two questions to God using the ephod, and how were they answered?
	Question
	Answer

	· Will Saul come here seeking me to destroy me?

· Will the citizens of Keilah turn me over to him (despite my rescue of them)?
	· yes, he will

· yes, they will


What strategy did David use to escape Saul?   

· they left Keilah

· they moved from place to place

· they kept on the move, not too long in any one place

· Saul was told of his escape and then didn’t come after David

You might say that God didn’t provide a miraculous deliverance.  What did He provide?

· information

· knowledge of what was coming

· a sufficient warning with which to avoid the problem

If we look at the way God works, what does He provide if it is not always what we would classify as a “miraculous” solution to our problem?

· the means to earn or acquire the money needed

· guidance to good medical help

· godly advice or council

· an alternate plan to what we might have figured out on our own

· a “work around” to the problem

4. Application
4.1 As believers we are confronted with evil
· Evil forces, evil people

· We need courage and faith from God

· We have the privilege of petitioning God for these resources

4.2 People of faith can seek direction from God
· We find God’s direction in Scripture

· We can seek God’s direction through prayer

4.3 This week identify an area where you need direction
· Write down specific questions for which you need answers

· Talk to God in prayer about those issues

· Watch for Him to reveal His direction … obey Him

I prayed for God’s direction and took the job.  But I must have been wrong.  It’s been a “train wreck” and I just want to quit





( Note the contrast with Saul who is concerned only with killing David
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