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The Power of Loyalty

1. Motivate

What are some activities or responsibilities about which you tend to feel like saying, “It’s just not worth it”?
· making the two year old eat his veggies

· brushing after every meal

· trying to be on time for every meeting

· getting the whole family together for a sit down meal

· getting up in time to eat a complete breakfast

· paying $5 + for just a cup of coffee

2. Transition

Sometimes we feel the same way about loyalty to God

· Saul’s pursuit of David may have left David feeling that way

· Today we look at the benefits of siding with God … no matter how tempting it might be not to
3. Bible Study

3.1 Treachery Intended
Listen for self contradicting actions by Saul.
1 Samuel 24:20-22 (NIV) I know that you will surely be king and that the kingdom of Israel will be established in your hands. [21] Now swear to me by the Lord that you will not cut off my descendants or wipe out my name from my father's family." [22] So David gave his oath to Saul. Then Saul returned home, but David and his men went up to the stronghold. 1 Samuel 26:1-2 (NIV) The Ziphites went to Saul at Gibeah and said, "Is not David hiding on the hill of Hakilah, which faces Jeshimon?" [2] So Saul went down to the Desert of Ziph, with his three thousand chosen men of Israel, to search there for David. 
What did Saul admit that he knew about the future? 

· David would end up being king

· David would be the one that would establish the kingdom of Israel

What did Saul ask David to swear he would do when he became king? 

· that he would not cut off Saul’s descendants

· he would not kill all Saul’s family to prevent any legal claims to the throne

· (this was quite typical of eastern monarchies)

Why do you think David and Saul go their separate ways after this interchange?

	Saul
	David

	· decided no longer to pursue David

· chose to return to the capitol and be about other royal business

· for the moment gave up on vengeance against David
	· he had heard Saul’s declaration, but wasn’t sure he could trust him

· figured he’d stay out in the wilderness and avoid any confrontations

· didn’t want to give Saul the opportunity to chase after him again


How would you feel if someone close to you had betrayed you in some way?

· mad, sad

· upset, discouraged

· feel like you want to get back at them

· at a loss as to why

What kinds of things can you do to ensure that you remain loyal to God in your reaction?

· talk to God about the situation

· tell Him your feelings 

· maybe even ask Him why

· tell Him you are continuing to trust Him, no matter what
Why do you think Saul went back “on the war path” pursuing David, even after acknowledging that David would be king?
· irrational jealousy

· Saul was not paying attention to God

· maybe he thought he could still change what God was doing by killing David

· Saul wanted to be in control, he didn’t want to acknowledge that God was in control

· selfish ambition was in control of Saul

How did David show loyalty to Saul?
· did not kill him when he had the chance

· promised not to kill Saul’s family

· did not act to retaliate for what had happened repeatedly

What do David’s actions toward Saul tell us about how we should act toward our leaders?
· pray for them

· respect the position they hold

· remember that God is the one in control, even when leaders appear wrong

· believe that God can accomplish His purposes no matter who is in leadership

· participate wisely when we have opportunity to choose our leadership

3.2 Trust Applied
Listen for why David was able to get so close to Saul in the night.
1 Samuel 26:7-12 (NIV) So David and Abishai went to the army by night, and there was Saul, lying asleep inside the camp with his spear stuck in the ground near his head. Abner and the soldiers were lying around him. [8] Abishai said to David, "Today God has delivered your enemy into your hands. Now let me pin him to the ground with one thrust of my spear; I won't strike him twice." [9] But David said to Abishai, "Don't destroy him! Who can lay a hand on the Lord's anointed and be guiltless? [10] As surely as the Lord lives," he said, "the Lord himself will strike him; either his time will come and he will die, or he will go into battle and perish. [11] But the Lord forbid that I should lay a hand on the Lord's anointed. Now get the spear and water jug that are near his head, and let's go." [12] So David took the spear and water jug near Saul's head, and they left. No one saw or knew about it, nor did anyone wake up. They were all sleeping, because the Lord had put them into a deep sleep. 
Where did David and Abishai find Saul? 

· found all the soldiers asleep

· found Saul in the center of the camp, spear nearby

What did Abishai assume when he realized that Saul was sleeping and vulnerable? 

· figured this was God’s doing

· thought this was the opportunity God gave them to do away with David’s enemy

· we could easily kill him and be done with all the trouble

Agree or disagree … “David had the right to kill Saul.”

	Agree
	Disagree

	· Saul was trying to kill him

· Saul had repeatedly gone back on his promises to cease and desist

· David had already been declared to be the next king
	· for the moment, Saul was the king God had put in place

· it was not David’s place to remove a king, it was God’s

· they were both Israelites, both of the same nation


So, why did David prevent Abishai from killing Saul?

· we shouldn’t lay a hand on the Lord’s anointed

· if we killed him we’d be guilty of murder, not just military fighting

What did David predict would become of Saul? 

· God will take care of doing away with Saul

· in the events of time, God will either let him be killed in battle or he will die of natural causes

They didn’t take Saul’s life … what did they take?

· Saul’s spear

· a container of water

How could taking these particular items be symbolic?

· The sword: symbolic of Saul’s military power and authority

· The water : a life necessity in the wilderness … symbolic of Saul’s very life

· David made the point that he could have taken power, authority, and life itself from Saul but did not
Why isn’t it wise to take every opportunity we are given for personal advancement and advantage?

· the action might be contrary to God’s principles

· it might also be against God’s will for the current situation

· what looks good at the moment may have bad long range implications

· you need to consider whether or not you’re trying to take the control of things out of God’s hands into your own hands

3.3 Loyalty Rewarded
Listen for an invitation Saul gave to David.
1 Samuel 26:21-25 (NIV)      Then Saul said, "I have sinned. Come back, David my son. Because you considered my life precious today, I will not try to harm you again. Surely I have acted like a fool and have erred greatly."     [22] "Here is the king's spear," David answered. "Let one of your young men come over and get it. [23] The Lord rewards every man for his righteousness and faithfulness. The Lord delivered you into my hands today, but I would not lay a hand on the Lord's anointed. [24] As surely as I valued your life today, so may the Lord value my life and deliver me from all trouble."     [25] Then Saul said to David, "May you be blessed, my son David; you will do great things and surely triumph."   So David went on his way, and Saul returned home. 

How did Saul react to having his life spared a second time?

· confessed his sin

· agreed that he had done wrong

· asked David to come back

· admitted he had acted foolishly

· admitted he had acted in error
What was foolish about Saul’s behavior toward David up to this time?

· he admitted he knew what God was going to do

· despite his confessions, he did not change his ways

· we have confession, but no repentance

· he fought against God’s will

What promise did Saul make to David after David penetrated his camp by night?

· it’s safe now for you to come back

· because you have spared my life, I will not try to harm you again

Why might the repentance of an enemy be of greater value than the defeat of that enemy?

· sometimes by making peace with an enemy, you can gain an ally

· defeat of an enemy can be a costly experience

· repentance, changing the direction of one’s improper actions, is most always a good thing

What would be wise or foolish about sparing an enemy rather than finishing him off?

	Wise
	Foolish

	· gets rid of your opposition

· makes it easier for you

· keeps the enemy  from chasing you

· solidifies your own position
	· it might cause a backlash from the opposition’s supporters

· you could be improperly motivated by vengeance

· you could be trying to “be God” and control the situation on  your own


David was loyal to God and was rewarded for it.  What does loyalty to God look like when making decisions in our lives?

· we put God’s choice above our own

· we look to God for guidance

· we follow God’s principles

· Ps 15 (NLT)  says [2] Those who lead blameless lives and do what is right, speaking the truth from sincere hearts. [3] Those who refuse to slander others or harm their neighbors or speak evil of their friends. [4] Those who despise persistent sinners, and honor the faithful followers of the Lord and keep their promises even when it hurts. 

4. Application
4.1 God provides strength to overcome temptation to get even when people take advantage of us
· This week when someone has “done you wrong” seek God’s help to overcome the desire for revenge

· Pray for those who mistreat you

4.2 We can live confidently as we trust God to sovereignly work in our lives
· When faced with uncomfortable circumstances, don’t try to manage everything on your own

· Pray for wisdom

· Trust God to accomplish His purposes in your life
4.3 Saying the words, “I have sinned” does not always reflect godly sorrow and true repentance
· They may not be faithful to what they declare

· However, God is faithful to His promises

· We should choose to be faithful to Him on that basis
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