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The Power of Choice

1. Motivate

What are some examples of some good or bad choices you have made in the past?
	Good Choices
	Bad Choices

	· the person you married

· the car you bought

· not to eat that second helping

· an investment

· to follow Jesus
	· the car you wish you hadn’t bought

· you did eat that second helping

· you made the wrong investment

· you chose bad friends as a young person


2. Transition

We all have the power of choice … but we don’t always respect it.

· Today we look at a poor choice Saul made and the end result

· God will guide us in the right choices if we follow His lead
3. Bible Study

3.1 My Choices
Listen for excuses given by Saul.
1 Samuel 13:8-14 (NIV)    He waited seven days, the time set by Samuel; but Samuel did not come to Gilgal, and Saul's men began to scatter. [9] So he said, "Bring me the burnt offering and the fellowship offerings." And Saul offered up the burnt offering. [10] Just as he finished making the offering, Samuel arrived, and Saul went out to greet him.     [11] "What have you done?" asked Samuel.    Saul replied, "When I saw that the men were scattering, and that you did not come at the set time, and that the Philistines were assembling at Micmash, [12] I thought, 'Now the Philistines will come down against me at Gilgal, and I have not sought the Lord's favor.' So I felt compelled to offer the burnt offering."    [13] "You acted foolishly," Samuel said. "You have not kept the command the Lord your God gave you; if you had, he would have established your kingdom over Israel for all time. [14] But now your kingdom will not endure; the Lord has sought out a man after his own heart and appointed him leader of his people, because you have not kept the Lord's command." 

Samuel had told Saul to wait for him to come and make the sacrifice.  What do verses 8 and 9 say about the choice Saul made?
· Saul waited 7 days

· his fighting men began to desert

· he decided to go ahead with the sacrifice – had items to be sacrificed brought to him

· offered up the burnt offering

When did Samuel arrive at Gilgal? (13:10)

· Samuel arrived just as Saul finished

· if he was late it was not by much

· may not have even been late, Saul just got antsy

When Samuel arrived, he confronted Saul, “What have you done?”  What were Saul’s excuses?

· the men were scattering

· you didn’t come at the set time

· Philistines were assembling

· I figured they were ready to come down against us

· we hadn’t yet gotten God’s blessing, sought God’s favor

· I felt compelled/forced to offer the burnt offering

What emotions or character flaws were at work in Saul that drove him to his choice of action?
· fear

· impatience

· distrust of Samuel

· lack of faith in God

· selfishness

Saul was trying to appease God or get God’s support for their military campaign.  How do we sometimes try to appease God?

· promise to give money to the church

· make sure to go to church every Sunday

· always abide by the speed limit
· faithfully carry my Bible

What do such actions reveal about our relationship with God

· superficial

· an attitude of “works based” Christian living (even though your salvation is by faith)

· lack of understanding of the way God desires to interact with us

( God desires our trust and our obedience – not mere gestures of being religious

What kinds of things cause impatience with God’s timing and a tendency to take matters into our own hands?

· as a young person, finding a spouse

· as a couple, planning a family

· finding a job

· major purchases such as a home or a car

· the direction of our children’s or grandchildren’s lives

· success in or advancement in our carrier
Consider some of the blessings you have experienced by waiting for God.
· the right job

· the right partner

· the right house

( Learn to trust Him

3.2 Their Choices
What physical characteristics tend to attract public attention and inspire respect among the people you know?

· height

· trim rather than overweight, well proportioned

· good quality, appropriate clothing

· general good looks – handsome men, beautiful women

Listen for how Samuel was making his choice for the next king.
1 Samuel 16:6-10 (NIV)    When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, "Surely the Lord's anointed stands here before the Lord."   [7] But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart."  [8] Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel. But Samuel said, "The Lord has not chosen this one either." [9] Jesse then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, "Nor has the Lord chosen this one." [10] Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, "The Lord has not chosen these." 

Why was Samuel reviewing the sons of Jesse one by one?

· process of elimination

· God would tell him which to pick

· probably went from older to younger

· may have assumed oldest was the one (usually firstborn male was the more significant position)

Why did Samuel think that Eliab might be the son God had chosen? (16:6)

· good looking

· well built, strong, tall

· the first or oldest

What mattered (and didn’t matter) to God in choosing the next king for Israel? (16:7)

· height doesn’t matter

· appearance doesn’t matter

· you’re looking at outward appearance

· I’m looking at his heart
What are things God is looking for in one’s heart?

· faith

· attitude of submission

· desire to please God

· faithfulness

3.3 His Choices
Listen for God’s action in David’s life.
1 Samuel 16:11-13 (NIV)      So he asked Jesse, "Are these all the sons you have?"  "There is still the youngest," Jesse answered, "but he is tending the sheep."   Samuel said, "Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives."    [12] So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and handsome features.   Then the Lord said, "Rise and anoint him; he is the one."    [13] So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the Lord came upon David in power. Samuel then went to Ramah. 

Why did Samuel ask Jesse if he had any other sons? (16:11)

· none of the first sons were chosen by God

· God said to look to this family, but none of these were suitable

· that would imply that there should be at least one other son

When he learned of the existence of another son, what did Samuel command? (16:11)

· send for him

· we’re not even going to sit down until he arrives
How is David described in his meeting with Samuel? (16:12)

· ruddy

· fine appearance

· handsome features

· he is the one

The description of David speaks to his appearance … so what was different about why he was chosen?

· the others were Samuel’s opinion, Samuel’s choice

· David was God’s choice

Elsewhere in Scripture we read David was a man “after God’s heart.”  What does it mean to be a person after God’s heart?

· a person who communicates with God – reading what God says, talking to God

· obedient

· trusting what God says

· a desire to please God

· a desire to serve the Lord

What qualities should we look for in our leaders, particularly in the church?

· speaking, teaching ability

· personality

· previous experience, performance

· opinions of those who worked with him/her, those who sat under his/her ministry

· in general, evidence of that which shows inward qualities, what is in his/her heart

How should we respond when God chooses someone else to do what we would like to be chosen to do?
· pray for them, for their ministry

· thank God for His wisdom in the matter

· seek God for His direction in your life

· depend on Him for the tasks you do have before you 

4. Application
4.1 God wants people who serve Him to obey Him with faithful loyalty
· God cannot use the disobedient in His work

· This week serve God on His schedule

· Ask Him to help you to be patient with His schedule

4.2 Note how often people judge themselves and others by outward appearances
· Remember that God judges by inner realities

· Learn to look at others in the same way

· Look for outward evidences of the inward qualities of their heart
4.3 God chose and sought us before we sought and chose Him
· Remember that in God’s economy the last often become the first (as Jesus said)

· God chooses people for His service

· When God chooses you, remember that He will equip you with His Spirit for the task
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